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Any other State which could
would bLe euntitled to the
same treatment as Queensland. I wonld
like to say a few words about the
capital site, to which the Minister also re-
ferred. I have always thought that it was
almost one of the crimes of the Federal mem-
bers that they did not remove the Federal
eapital from Melbourne to Canbherra. T
gpent some considerable time in Melbourne,
and I can say that the influence of the MMel-
bourne people and the Melbourne Press,- and
.the environment of members, counts for 2
great deal more than anybody who has not
been there can imagine. I am quite sure
that if the original tariff—I am not re-
ferring to the preseant tariff, becanse
the position in the Federal Parliament is that
practically all members favour a protective
policy—had hbeen fought out in the free
trade atmosphere of Sydney, instead of in the
high protective atmosphere of Melbourne,
it would have made a difference of at
least 10 per cent. Everyone, proiectionists
and freetraders alike, who were engaged in
that contest, agreed upon that point, One
of the tronbles of Federation is that we have
never yet had an Australian Parliament, and
we shall never have an Australian Parliament
until that Parliament sits in an Australion
capital and breathes a genuingly Australian
atmosphere. Sp long as the Parliament sits
ir any of the large cities of Awstralia, it is
bound to be influenced more or less by its
environment. That is a reason why in all
other Federal countries, the Federal capital
is not in the largest town. Take the United
States, Washington was seleeted as the
Federal capital by George Washington him-
self. When that was, chosen as the Federal
capital site, it was a miserable swamp, and
he could mnot have sclected a  worse
place. It was specified that the Federal
eapital shonld not be in a big city, and that
the deliberations of the Parliament should Le
away from any State or parochial influence.
Exactly the same thing happened in the case
of Canada. When it was decided to have =
Federal capital there, and in order to pre-
vent any possibility of local influences, it was
left to Queen Victoria to decide where the
capital shonld be. Those who were appointed
by the late Queen to determine the site,
c¢hose Ottawa, and Ottawa to-day is a small
e¢ity in comparison with great cities
like Montreal, Toronte and Winnipeg.
Tn the United States too there are
perhaps a dozen cities that are much
bigger than Washington. Tn Australia it is
one of the most pressing quegtions that the
Federal capital should be removed from Mel-
bourne. Expense is talked of and the Mel-
hourne ‘‘ Ape’’ and the Melbourne ‘! Argus’’
are working as hard as they ean to retain
Melbonrne as the seat of government. Those
newspapers are exaggerating the cost of re-
moval to the Federal capital, but, as a matter
of fact, the expense would not be nearly so
great as is made out, for the simple reason
that there are certain counterbalancing

the States.
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cconomies that would be effected, such as
large premises that arve being reuted or owned
in Melbourne, the occupation of which would
not be needed if the seat of government
were at Canberra. With the removal to the
Federal capital site there will be a greater
Federal spirit in the Australian Parliament,
and we will have what we have never had
up to the present time, a genuine Austra-
lian Parliament.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

URGEXCY MOTION—UNEMPLOY-

MENXNT.

Mr, SPEAKER: T have received from the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. McCallam)
a letter intimating his desire to move the ad-
journment of the House in order to discuss
the question of unemployment in this State.
It will be necessary for sevem members to rise
in their places and indicate their approval in
order that the request may be granted.

Seven members having risen in their places,

Mr. MeCALLUM
[4.37]: I move—

That the House do now adjourn,

(South  Fremantle)

There is no questioning the fact that the
matter of unemployment is a most pressing
and urgent one in this State at the present
time, 1 do not know what experiences other
members of this Mouse are having, but I
find it impossible to move about at all with-
out being puiled up and asked to answer in-
quiries by men urgently seeking work. I am
not given half an hour’s rest in my own home
on a Saturday afternocon, and e¢ven on Sunday
callers went to my home asking it it was not



(27 SEpTEMBER, 1921.]

possible to advise them where work conld be
founl. There is no doubt that they feel
keenly the present situation. On Saturday
afternoon T remained at home in the hope of
getting a little rest, beecause I cannot move
along the street withont being ealled upon to
give men information as to where they might
be able to find employment, and men eame
from as far as Leederville to my home in
‘Bouth Fremantle to inguire whether T ecould
assist them in the matter of getting work,
On that wet and stormy afterncon, ome man
had actually walked from Leederville beeause
he had not sufficient money to pay his rail-
way fare, in order to ask whether I counld
advise him where employment might be
found. The case was presented to me also
that the wives and children of these men are
in need of immediate assistance. The Leader
of the Opposition and I explained the posi-
tion in this House & week ago, and since then
the Premier has been good enough to send a
Government officer to Fremantle in order to
obtain a list of the men seeking employment
and to ascertain exaetly what the situation
is. The Government offices on Thursday
taiked the situation over with the representa-
tives of the unions at Fremantle. On Friday
a notice appeared in the Press that the officer
was prepared to interview men who wanted
employment. T am advised that he has re-
ported to the Premier that he reeeived only
117 names.

The Premier: I have not got that report,

Afr. MeCALLUM: T had a talk with the
officer subsequently, and it appears that he
put certain questions to the men. He asked
them ‘whether they were married or single,
what their usual oceupation was, and whether
they were prepared to ge into the country.
They wanted to know the conditions on which
they would be offered country work. Of
ecourse the officer was not in a position to
answer and the men, therefore, were not in
a position to give him a reply. The answer
a3 to whether they would be prepared to go
into the country or not would depend upon
the wages offered and the conditions of em-
ployment surrounding the job. Eaeh ecase,
of course, would have to be deali with on its
merits. A number of the men took exception
to the fact that this information was not
available, and they left the room and con-
veved the news to the crowd outside. Conse-
quently, a lot of the men refused to go into
the room, sceing that all the officer had te
offer was work in the country and that he
could give no information as to the wages
and conditions. A lot of the men thereuzpon
left and refused to enrol. We had another
meeting at the port this merning, and T told
the men that I disagreed with their action,
I told them that they should have enrolled
go that the officer would have known exactly
where they stood and eould have compiled the
fullest report for the Government.

The Premier; I understood that the men
wounld do that in order that they might he
classified.
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Mr, MeCALLUM: So did I, but unfor-
tunately the men took the other view and a
lot of them lett without enrolling. The offi-
cer wag at Fremantle again yesterday but no
notification had been given and, in conse-
quenee, very few men turned up. At the
meeting this morning the book which T hold
in my hand was passed around for the record-
ing of those names which had not been handed
in previcusly, and here are 196 names addi-
tional to the 117 taken by the officer the
other day. This book is available for the
Premier’s information,

The Minister for Works: Is there auy
statement as to the work they can .do?

Mr. MeCALLUM: No; that question was
not put to them. I thounght information would
have been obtained as to their usual oceupa-
tion and what other ocenpation they ecould
follow, but it appears that sueh information
has not been obtained. [ do not know
whether it was intended merely to compile a
list to show hbw many men were married
and how many.were single, and whether they
were prepared to take work in the country,
Those were the only questions put to the men
on Thuarsday. In addition to the 117 names,
therefore, we have 196 men who say they
are unemployed and who desire that their
names be added to the list already supplied.
A question was asked at this morning’s meet-
ing as to whether the Premier would be pre-
pared to repeat the experiment he tried some
years ago when he took 50 lumpers from Fre-
mantle and settled them in the Yorkrakine
district. The men want to know whether the
Government are prepared to assist those out
of work at Fremantle on at least the same
terms as immigrants are being assisted to
settle on the land. This proposition was sub-
mitted to the meeting. We asked for the
names of those men prepared to take up
agrienltural areas on the same conditions
as immigrants are being seftled on the
land, and applications of this description
were made by 34 men out of 200 or
250 who were present at the meeting.
I have not the least doubt that if the Pre-
mier will arrange for group settlement of
the men now unemployed at IFremantle, 50
men can be obtained easily. I hope the
Premier will make some definite announce-
ment on that score. The mer urged this
morning that the Premier himself should
come down to Fremantle, as he did on the
previous occasion, and meet the men per-
sonally and explain the terms to them. They
are most anxious te learn the conditions
upon which the land is available. If the
Premier adopts that course, there is not the
least doubt in my mind that he will secure
from Fremantle at least 50 good settlers,
men who are prepared at.this moment to go
into the country and take up land. Now
as to the prejudice which men entertain
against going into the ecountry for work, let
me mention a definite instance given by a

man this morning. The man, whose name is.

Sims, states that he was engaged at the
Labour Burean on the 9%tk July, together
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with two other men, to take up a clearing
contract from R. J. Nicholson of Corrigin,
and that he and the two others went to
Corrigin to do the clearing work, but on
arrival there found that the job had been
let to loeal men. Therenpon there was
nothing loft for these three men to do but
tramp the district in searech of work, and
they found that that coundition of things
was prevailing generally in the country.
Now, if that is the case, one can easily
understand how suspicions the men would
be, and how carefully they would have to
consider before they accepted from the
Labour Burcau work in the country, lest on
arriving ¢n the spot they should find that
the work was already in the harnds of some-
body else. Again, at the interview with the
Minister for Works on a recent evening,
there was a definite case stated where u
man was engaged to go into the country
and was told that all he need bring with
him was a koife and fork and a plate and a
pannikin—— .

The Minister for Works: And a couple of
blankets, I said. I have all the particnlars
of that case and am prepared to show the
hon. member the papers.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The man produced a
document showing the conditions under
which he was to go out, and those conditions
were that he need take with kim only a very
limited kit—the rest of the kit to be fourd
at the other end. When he arrived on the
job, be was told that he had to purchase a
tent and cooking utensils, and a good deal
more kit, After working on the farm for
some days, he found that domestic condi-
tions demanded his immediate return home.
Then the whole of the work that he had
put in was elaimed as payment for the kit
which the farmer had supplied. The man
came away without a penny piece for the
time he had worked on the farm. Those
are two definite cases which have heen
given in the course of the two interviews
that have been held since the matter of
unemployment was last before the House,
and those cases have been very largely dis-
cussed among the men. T hope that if other
nien are to be sent out into the country, the
Government will take partienlar care that
incidents of this sort do not ocecer again. A
forther instance was given this morning by
.4 man named Chapple, who stated that he
had eurolled with others to take on a group
settlement scheme. He says he was told
that he would probably be sent into the
country to prepare the camps. Since that
announcement was made some little time
ago, pothing further has' been heard from
the Government. [ understand that six
weeks have elapsed without the man being
advised whether he is likely fo be given a
lot, whether he is to be included in the
gronp settlement scheme. Meantime bis
position at bome hag become very desperate.
The men chafe under these things, and they
want to know what is to be done, and what
are the intentions of the Government—
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whether work is to be provided, whether
seme relief canpot possibly be given, and
that quickly?

The Premier: You say they will not take
work in the country.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Where is the work in the
country?

Mr. MeCALLUM: There has been no offer
made yet of work in the country. Surely
it is the duty of the Government to do what
they can to provide work, or to see that
work is offered. The Gevernment.cannot
stand idly by and see citizemns slowly
starving. Last Thursday a deputation from
the Perth unemployed interviewed the Min-
ister for Works in this building, and no
reply has yet been made by the Government
to the case which that deputation stated.
The men want to know whether the Govern-
ment intend to do anything, or whether the
Government simply propose to leave the ex-
isting situation as it is. Is there no pro-
posal or suggestion at all that work shall
be found for the unemployed? We are of
course anXious to see as many loeal works
and industries #tarted as possible. The Gov-
ernment departments will not agree to all
the men who are out of work going away
if that van possibly be aveided, The shipping
authorities want a large number of men
kept at the port, where, as we know, the
work is only casual. The shipping authori-
ties say that if mary of the men drift away,
they, the anthorities, will be put in a tight
ccroer when the shipping arrives, They in-
sist that it is necessary for them to have a
large number of men handy in order to cope
with the shipping of the port.- Some little
time ago the Government arnounced that
they proposed to construet a new berth on
the north side of the barbour. Is there any
intention of putting that work in hand?
Will the Government indicate whether there
is any likelihood of obtaining work on the
construction of that berth; and, if ao, when?
The men want something to look forward to.
‘We had the statement made here that there
was a likeliheod of the Government bring-
ing down from the country the two million
bushels of wheat which, we are told, are
now in the State unsold. That will find
work not only for men in the country dis-
tricts, at loading the wheat, but also on the
railways, from which men are now bheing
dismissed by the score, and also at Fre-
mantle. Thus there are two proposals which
came from the Government themselves, and
we ask whether those proposals cannot be
put in hand and work thus provided. I would
like, too, to know whether the Premier can-
not make some suggestion whereby the lead
mines can be re-opened, thus allowing the
Fremantle smelter again to offer employment.
The smelting works have heen closed down
now for some time, and their re-opening
would provide work at the lead mines as well
as at the port. 1 understand that the price
of lead had something to de with the closing
down of the smelter, but there is also some



[27 SEpTEMBER, 1921.]

financial difficulty in which the smelting com-
pany found themselves. '

Mr. O'Loghlen: Unless the company get
ajd from the Government, the smelting works
will probably never start again,

Mr, MeCALLUM: There is some financial
position into which the eompany were forced,
and which they had never anticipated, for the
reason that they believed themselves to be
dealing with honourable men. The company
are in diffienlties, and if the Government
eould offer them some help, that would tend
1o provide employment for a good many men.
Is there no hope at all of anything being
done by the Government in that direction?

The Minister for Mines: Not unless the
Goverament take over a liability which they
are not entitled to take over. That is the
only way I can see at the present moment.

Mr. McCALLUM: The assets of the com-
pany are good,

The Minister for Mines:
tent,

Mr. MecCALLUM: By helping the eompany,
the Government will be re-opening =n indus-
try which will offer a good deal of employ-
ment and will, in addition, mean something
to the State.

The Minister for Mines: It means £50,000
straight away.

Mr. McCALLUM : I Qo not agree with that,
thongh I am not here to advocate that money
should be spent uselessly. I am not going to
argue that the unemployed should be put to
work digging holes and filling them up again.
But there is plenty of usefunl work in this
eouniry to which the unemployed can be put
if only money can be found. T want to ask
the Premier what is the logic of immigrants
being hrought out here, and of its going

. forth into the world that there is plenty of
work here for new arrivals, if our own people
cannot be found employment?

The Premier: There iz work for new-
comers if they will go to the country.

Mr. MecCALLUM: Any number of men
will go into the country if the wages and
working conditions offered are at all reason-
able. Surely it is not to be argued that the
neweomers will go into the country and work
for wages and under conditions that are not
reasonable? On the other hand, I presume,
it will not be argued that the new arrivals are
better workers than the men we have alrcady
here. If there is work offering, the people
we have on the spot should be afforded the
first opportunity. ¥ do not wish in any way
to argue that this unemployed problem is a
purely local one, or one in respect of which
the State Government are solely responsible.
But T want the State Government to do what
they c¢an to bring pressure to bear on the
Commonwealth Government with a view to the
putting in hand here of some Federal work,
so that employment may be provided in West-
ern Australin. We made an effort to place
the sitnation before the Prime Minister when
he was passing through here, and to make
representations to him as to the necessity

Not to that ex-
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of work being provided here by the Common-
wealth Government. However, the Prime
AMjnister hedged himself with barb wire en-
tanglements, g0 that no one could get near
him to present a case and, in consequence,
nothing was done. But cannot the State
Government make representations to the
Commonwealth guthorities that the latter
must bear their share in providing work
locally? I do not know that the matter should
end there. I have here a cutting from the
Melbourne ‘‘Age’ of Saturday, the 16th
September, containing the report of a con-
ference held in Melbourne between the Em-
ployers’ Federation, the Melbourne Trades
Hall, the Chambers of Commerce and Manu-
factures, and the various local governing
bodies for the purpose of disecussing the ques-
tion of vnemployment in Vietoria. Our local
governing bodies in Western Australia should
bear some of the responsibility of finding
work. Those local governing bodies which
have already been approached in this con-
nection, throw the reaponsibility back on the
Minister for Works, They tell us that they
have certain amounts of money available, but
that they cannot gef material for road con-
struection. If that material was available,
they say, they would be able to provide work.
It may be worth while for the Government to
consider whether it would not he well to call
here a conference on the lines of that held
in Melbourne, a conference of the various
sections of the community that are affected,
with a view to evolving some means of over-
coming the unemployed difficulty. It is not
a matter of surprise to me, nor to any mem-
ber on this side of the Chamber, that the
unemployed trouble is as acute as it is in
this State to-day. I hope no one will run
away with the idea that we on this side
desire in any way to make party capital
out of that trouble. We know that that has
been done in every State with a Labour Gov-
ernumont in office. 'We know that in those
States the Press has made a great deal of
capital out of the fact that a few unemplored
were to be found. I happened to be in
Sydney when the unemployed demonstrations
were being held in that capital. I observed
great placards on the hoardings through-
out Sydney convening meetings of the un-
employed, and asking the -unemployed te
march to Parliament House for the purpose
of protesting against the failurc of the Gov-
ernment to provide work. I saw huge adver-
tisements in each of the daily newspapers,
which must have cost scores of pounds.

Mr. Corboy: Who paid for them?

Mr. MeCALLUM: The money to pay for
those advertisements wes supposed to come
from men who had not the wherewithal to
provide a meal or a bed. It was perfectly
obvicus that the expense was being horne by
those who were interested to make political
capital in opposition to the Labour Govern-
ment. I am not going te be a party to.that
kind of thing here; neither am I going to be
a party to asserting that the Government
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should carry the responsibility of supperting
a man who is not prepared to work. When the
deputation came to the doors of this building
the other day, I told the men exactly the same
as I say now: that if there is work
offered at rteasonable wages and upon
reasonable working eonditions, wages anil
conditions which appear to be reasonable,
and a man refuses to accept that work, he
will not find me supporting his ease. But I
do say that it is a fuuction of the present
Government, as of all iovernments, to seo
that work is offering. If no work is offering,
no Government can stand idly by and allow
the citizens to ge hungry, If work is offer-
ing in the country for our unemployed, it will
be necessary for the Government to see that
the wives and children of the wmen taking
that work are provided for until such time
as the men rcceive wages. That is essential,
because no man will gp away leaving his
home unprovided for. He would rather stop
at lome and starve with his wife and c¢hil-
dren, If the Government have it in their
minds te send unemploved to the ecuntry, it
will be neecessary for the Govermment to see
that provision is made for the keeping of a
roof over the heads of the wives and children
of those men until such time as the men are
enabled to send wages for the maintenance
of the home. In support of my previous re-
mark that we on this side of the Chamber
are not surprised at the acuteness of the un-
employed diffienlty now obtaining in this
State, let me say that we tried long
ago to impress on those members now sitting
opposite who were formerly assoviated with
the Lahour movement what the position here
would be immediately the war was over. We
know from the teachings of history that in
every eountry which has ever engaged in a
great war the conelusion of peace has been
followed hy unemployment and hunger and
poverty and starvation. Sueh has been the
history of every country that has ever fought
a great war sinee the days of Adam and
Eve. We issned that warning to our friends
and told them that we were sure there would
be very little, if any, provision made to meet
the situation when the war was over, and
that in our judgment the only way to have
the position met, was to have the Labour
movement i live political foree as well as an
industrial forece, so that the economic affairs
of Australiz would not become as they had
been in other countries of the world. I want
to know whether owr friends are as good
supporters of Labour ns they formerly de-
clared they were.

The Minister for Mines: What about Ryan
and Theodorse in Queensland? Have they not
had an unemployed question there?

Mr. MeCALLUM: They were not in full
possession of the economic affairs of that
State during the whole of the period. We
here have had a Government operating in the
national intercsts, a Government which has
had charge of repatriation, and on whom in
this regard, the main responsibility rested.
Yet all our agitation has had little effect. 1
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do not want to say that Australia has not
dene anything; Australia has done something,
and fortunately for us we have mnot to face
the position here as it exists in certain other
paris of the world, Eurepe is in such a con-
dition at the present time the like of which
has never been seen in the history of the
world. If something is not done in Austra-
lin I fear that we may drift inte a similar
condition of affairs, I want to see some re-
lief given, beeause the position is most press-
ing. There are hundreds of men out of em-
ployment in the ecity as well as at the port,
and most of them have not the wherewithal
to keep their wives and families on bare
necessities. I ask the Premier to make a
proncuncement on the subjeet which will e
to the effect that he will see his way elear to

. do something to ease the preseni state of

affairs.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam}) [5.4]: T have listened te¢ the
very moderate remarks of the mcmber for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum), T have
hai some conversations with him. T know of
courge that there are men out of work in
Fremantle; T suppose there always have been
some out of work there, and that this con-
dition of affairs will always ¢xist. T foresaw
that there would be trouble, and so far as
T conld, T arranged that there should be work
for men to go to, chiefly, of course, in the
country and through the Agrienltural Banh
to a large extent. We have sent hundreds of
men into the country. When the goldfields
trouble came on us a few months ago I sent
an officer to Kalgoorlie and he was instra-
mental in getting a number of men from
there to undertake the work of land clearing.
The men who went from Kalgoorlie are quite
satisfied with their lot and some of them have
written to their friends stating that they are
doing even better than they did when they
were employed on the mines, If those peo-
ple are satisfied with their new conditions
surely that shonld be an inducement to some
of the Fremantle unemployed to do likewiss.
T have devated more of my time—at any rate
during the early stages of my term of office
—to this work than to anv other gnestion,
beeause T have always realised, as well aa
the hon. member does, that men must have
work, T realise that a man who works for
a dailv wage must have constant work, other-
wise he cannot keep his family. When the
hon. member spoke to me about the Fremantle
difficulty T promised that T would send an
officer down there. Up to date that officer
has registered 179 men for employment.

Mr. MeCallum: Here is an additional 196,

The PREMIER: T think they, too, should re-
gister with our officer, and they should say
what work thevr are capable of doing. 1
agree, too, with the hon. member that the
Government cannot be responsible for the em-
ninyment of all the men in the State. There
have heen times in every State, and under
every form of government, when men have
heen ont of employment. It is not an um-
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uwsual thing. This is the after-math of war.
Other things too have contributed to unem-
ployment. Money has been hard to get and
it bas been very dear. The cost of living
also has been very high. We have all been
living in expectation of costs going down. I
have appealed to the employers in the State

to keep employed as many men as they pos--

sibly can, but of course we cannot expect
them to do the impoessible. They cannot em-
ploy people unless they have money with
which to pay wages. I appreciate the fact
too that the hon. member does not desire to
meke party capital out of this difficulty. I
admit it is economically wrong to have men
out of employment. We know what has hap-
pened on the goldfields. There are more men
there than the mines ean employ. That kind
of thing is no good. The hon. member will
also know that I offered to take 50 men from
the goldfields and place them on the Jand
under speeial conditions of settiement. TUn-
fortunately we were only able to get 25, due
to the opposition te the movement on the part
of the Press in Kalgoorlie. It is a pity be-
eauge those men who would have accepted the
proposal of the Government were unfortu-
nately those who were suffering to a slight
degree from miners’ phthisis. What the hon,
member asks is that country work may be
provided, but that before the men leave for
the country they must be told what wages
they will receive, what the hours of work will
be, and just what conditions will prevail. The
hon. member must realise that the work
which will be provided will be financed by the
Agriculturai Bank, and the conditions will
vary somewhat in the different distriets. I
should think everyone would know what farm
work is and what it means. Clearing work is
perfectly simple, and that is largely the work
that has to be done. The conditions will be
better in the country than those which obtain
in the city. At any rate the men who will
undertake this work will have constant em-
ployment when once they get a start. There
is a good deal of work to be done in the coun-
try. I do not know that it will be possibla
for any officer to tell the hon. mcmber just
what will happen to & man who may arrive at
Bruce Rock or Geraldton or Kununnoppin. I
can say, however, that the amount that will
be paid for the work will be based on cur-
tent wages. I vesture to say that no seetion
of the people can make more money than
those who are engaged in eclearing the Iand
So far as we know there are 179 men unem-
ployed at Fremantle. There may be more,

Mr. McCallum: TYou can have this book
with their names.

The PREMIER: They should state what
they are capable of doing. The hon. member
wants to know whether we can do for those
who are now out of work what we did for the
lumpers some years ago. The men who went
to Yorkrakine have done very well indeed,
but unfortunately we have no more land
available in the wheat belt to-day. I should
be glad to do for those men just what we did
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for the others, and if they are suitable for
work in the South-West, 1 shall be glad to
have some of them. These men have had the
opportunity of going on the land for years
past, but they did not avail themselves of it.
If they say they are willing to go to the
South-West, I ghalli be willing to help them
and will be able to put some of them on
blocks very soon. Of course it has not been
possible to send men down there during the
winter months. I do net know whether the
hon. member realises that the harvest is ap-
proaching, and that a good many men will
be required in counection with it, The work
will be temporary and the wages will be fair.
Then after the harvest, men will be neaded at
the wheat stacks in the country, and at Fre-
mantle where the shipping of the wheat will
take place. Therefore I do not anticipate
that there will be any trouble about work as
soon as the harvest starts, that is, work for
those who require temporary employment, and
until the work of the port comes back to
normal. I think we can assist a number of
men to get positions in the country such as
those I have described. We have two million
bushels of wheat in the country at the pre-
sent time which i3 about to be removed to
Fremantle. As a matter of faet I saw a
train load of it going down to Fremantle this
morning. This wheat will find its way on to
the ship# very soon. That will provide work
at Fremantle as well aa some work in the
country. Two million bushels of wheat
cannot be handled without providing some
work. I hope to find that at a later stage
shipping will become more active than it has
been in recent months and that things at the
port will again retirn to normal. I do not
know that we ean get very far by discussing
the questiom this afternoon, but I think the
House will realise that the Governmenf are
most anxious that everyone should be at
work. We have had less uncmployed trouble
than any of the other States. I am perfectly
willing now to go into the question with thd
men or their represcntatives so that we miay
see what ean be done. The men should
register so that we may know exactly what
they are capable of doing. Of course when
normal conditions are restored at Fremantle,
those men who are experienced in wharf work
will again be required at the port. That
in itself makes the position a little more
difficult, beeause the ordinary man might be
willing to go into the country and stay there.
So far as I am able I will assist these men to
find work. Representations have been made
to us only during the past few days. T did
what tbe hon. member suggested, but only
175 men have registered. As soon as the
registration is complete, we can go into the
matter and see what can be done. I ecannot
help them wntil we know what they are
capable of doing, and their prospects in re-
gard to future work on the wharves. As for
the 3¢ who want to go on the land, I say,
““Yes’' to that proposal, if they are suitable.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do not send them there if
they are not swvitable.
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The PREMIER: No, but if they are suit-
able I shall be very glad to send them out.
1 would sooner take cur own people than men
from overseas.

Mr MeCallum: Can you put any on the Peel
estate?

The PREMIER: I have not the informa-
tion with me, because I did not know of the
motion until a few minutes ago.

Mr MeCallum: Would they be eligible, or is
it reserved for Imperial soldiers?

The PREMIER: It is for our own
soldiers in the first place. The soldiers have
preference, becanse it is largely repatriation
money which is being expended there. We
are also committed to a certain number of
Imperizl soldiers. I do not know just what
the position is to-day, because I had no aotice
of the motion. I am perfectly willing to do
all that can be done, and if the hon. member
will see to it that the registration iz com-
pleted, we shall be able to go into the matter.
I hope that, having ventilated the question,
the hon member will withdraw bis motion

Hon. W, C ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.18]: The Premier is anxious to
settle men on the land. I think I had better
offer him my services again, as I did 10 years
ago.

The Premier: I accept the offer. ,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I shall have no
difficulty in supplying the Premier with all
the men he requires, as I did on the earlier
oceasion. It is mo use saying that all that
can be done for these men is to provide work
in the country.

The Premier: All T ask is that we be told
what they can do.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier seems
to think only of clearing work., Clearing
work is not svitable for many now out of
work, who cannot be allowed to starve. This
ig the first time, at all events for very many
years, that the Government have refused
rdtions to men out of work. Not all the wn-
employed in Perth and Fremantle are wharf
labourers. The wharf laboureras are dividing
up amongst their numbers what wharf work
ig offering. It means, instead of a living for
a few, semi-starvation for the lot. Something
must be done to remove the existing diffi-
eulties. I am well aware of the difficulties
the Premier is in. I regret that members
opposite should have made allusions to Mr.
Theodore and Mr. Storey, They have the
same difficulties. If there had been a Labour
Government in Western Australia to-day we
should have heard very much more of unem-
ployment. Many people would have made
things lively for the Government. We should
have-been told that things werc going to the
dogs because work could not be found for the
men. Only the other day I heard it rumoured
that there was still a large balance in the
Perth unemployment fund, which was ecol-
lected during the drought of 1914, and that it
is contemplated handing over the balance to
some other appeal. The Government should
make inquiries into this, If there is any
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balance in the unemployment fund, it should
be expended on the purpose for which it was
collected.

The Premier:
quiries.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: The Premier {e-
clared that for years past thosc men hail had
opportunities for going on the land, but that
they only started to complain now because
others were going on.

The Premier: I said I was thankful for it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Apart from the
putting of the public servants on the land,
Yorkrakine has been the only opportunity
for men to go on the land with Gov-
ernment assistance. That Tammin settle-
ment is an eye-opemer to all Australia, Tf
only the Premier could get some other areas
like that and open them up in similar manner,
we should have many prosperous setilements.
But the Premier should not regard clearing
work as suitable for all who want cmploy-
ment,

The Premier:
other work now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Other work must be
provided for at least some of them, On
Friday last T heard a little story about a boy
whose mother is in receipt of Government
assistance. This boy, close on 15 years of age,
sscured a job on a farm. After working for
a month he asked his employer if he could get
his pay, because he wanted to send it home to
his mother. The emplover said—*‘It is im-
possible for me to pay you until T get my
money for the wool.’’ The hoy said, *‘ What
am I to do?’’ The employer said, ‘‘Get to
hell out of it.’’ Unavailingly the boy searched
the district for work. after which he ecame
back to Fremantle. That story I had from
the boy’s aunt. Before people leave home
to seek work in the eountry they should know
what conditions they are poing to. Only Jast
week T told how a couple of immigrants, after
being sent to the country to a certain farmer
only to find that the farmer did not want
them, hunted about and got work in the dis-
trict at 303, per week for the man and his
wife. They remained in the job for just so
long as it took them to earn sufficient to pay
their return farcs back to Perth, where the
wife is now earning 30s. a week, while the
husband has gone back to the country on his
own.

Mr. Pickering: Think of the hundreds of
men gent out by the Ugly Men's Association
and from whom there has been no complaint
whatever,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T admit that in
many cases there are no complaints. The
men being sent out by the Ugly Men's
Asggotiation know nothing of Ausftraliarn ron-
ditiona, You cannot expect a Fremantle
man with a wife and children to go to the
country and work for 25s. a week.

Mr, Latham: Not many in the counniry
are paid as little as that.

The Premier: I am afraid I should sa‘. to
some of these men, ¢‘Don’t go to a farmer,

I will certainly make in-

No, there will be a lot of
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don’t go into the country at all. Stay where
you are,”’

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It all depends on
what class of farmer it is.

The Premier: The farmers are just as
decent and lhonest as are the men of Fre-
mantle,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Bome are good,
some bad. However, it is necessary that the
conditions should be loocked into. A man
engaged in clearing has to wait until the
inspector passes the work, and then go on
waiting until the employer gets an advanee
from the Agricultural Bank. It means
prebably six weeks before there is any pay-
mant at all.

Mr, MeCallom: And he hag to await the
burning off before he geta all that is owing
to him,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, but he has to
wait six weeks before getting anything at
all, unless indeed the farmer is financial.

Mr, Latham: He would not have to wait
more than a month,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is a month be-
fore the inspector gets there.

Mr. Latham: Anrd he pays on the job.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T was in charge of
the Immigration Department for three years,
go I know what takes place. I can tell as
many stories of country work as can the
hon. member. I helieve the Premier will do
his best, but I do ask him to remember that
not every man ¢an take on Country work,
and I urge him to assist those also who can-
not go into the country.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.29]: It is
regrettable that the necessity should have
arisen for discussing this queation in the
House, TUnfortunately, the same conditions
obtain in Western Anstralia as are being
faced in other States, although perhaps they
are not so pronounced in this Siate.

The Premier;: There are only 175 names
on the register.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But the Premier
knows that the registration ia not complete,
that it will run to a much larger number
than that. The sympathy expressed by the
Premier is in welcome confrast to the atti-
tude of the Premier of a neighbouring State.
The member for SBouth Fremantle (Mr. Me-
Callum) said he woul@ not nse this question
for party political advantages, All members
of the House will agree that the Premier
would never stoop to gain a party point on
any question which had arisen. Any sym-
-pathy which he can extend towards the ua-
employed I thirk he will give. His attitude
is in striking contrast to that of the Pre-
mier of South Australia, who was so callous
in his public affairs as to tell the men to go
and starve. In Western Australia we have
a State rich enough to prevent anyone from
starwing. Unfortunately at present we have
a big body of unemployed. We are informed
by the Treasurer that the eredit of the coun-
try is good. If it is mecessary to resort to
this eredit, we should do so. This is neither
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a Fremantle nor a Perth matier. Unemploy-
ment is fairly rife thronghout the State.

The Premier: No!

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : Take Bunbury asnd
Collie, as instances. There are between 100
and 150 men idle in Collie, and I think a
pimilar number of men are idle in Bunbury,

The Premier: There is trouble at Bun-
bury, is there not?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is not a question of
trouble. It is a question of a general de-
pression., The Government are a party to it
inasmuch as they have retrenched in the
Government railways to a large extent. This
is geing on in some cases because of lack of
work, and in other cases because they think
they may get more officient employeea by
putting off the old hands,

The Premier: I do not think that is so at
all.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Two women, cleaners,
came to the office this morning and
inquired for a position. One of them
sent four sons to the war and lost
one, and the other sent her only son,
who was killed, They have begen for
19 and 20 years respectively engaged in that
work. The matter, of course, is one for the
Colonial Seeretary, and the officers of his
department were very sympathetic towards
them. Unfortunately the old women had to
go. They felt their position very .keealy.
After T had left them 1 met two able-bodied
men, who asked me for money with which to
buy food. They said they had nc food and
I took them to a coffee palace, and paid for
a meal for them. Yesterday I was obliged
to spend 9s. on telegrams wiring to mill
managera who were friends of mine to see if
they could place men. The position is acute,
There is nothing more deplorable and heart-
breaking than te see men who are willing to
work and have families dependent upon them
unable to get employment. The Premier
suggests that the unemployed should take
on clearing contracts. It is a pity that the
mwember for South Fremantle (Mr, MceCallum)
was not able to give the Premier mnotice of
this motion in order that he might fortify
himself with the faets as to how far it was
possible to absorb men. I walk past the
Labour Bureau every morning and see there
numbers of mer who are waiting for some-
thing to turn up. »

Mr. Latham: You see the same faces every

day.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They shonld not be
there. If they are the same faces, there is a

responsibility attached to every member of
this Houge to see that those men get some
eseful occupation.

Mr, Latham: Many of them cannot work.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not going to
adopt that attitude of despair, and admit
that we have & large number of unemploy-
ables. In every State there are people who
cannot be employed but I hope not very
many. There are men at the Labour Burean
every morning, men who would be good
workers if they could only find employment.
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The clearing contracts are not as profitable
as they used to be. I have five hrothers whe
are growing wheat,  Generally speaking, T
regard the farmers as a class as good as the
next one. It is, however, only human nature
on their part to be prompted to get the best
deal that is geing. If they can employ a
man at 238, a week whe will perhaps be a
little more servile towards them than the local
man would be, they will certainly take him.
Unfortunately clearing contracts do not offer
that remunneration which they did some years
ago. The commodities which the clearer re-
guires have inercased very much in cost. I
have brothers who take on clearing contracts
at times, but they have not been able to get
good results out of them, especially during
the last two years. Very much depends npon
Providenee and upon their good luck. 1
have letters from seven clearers around Emu
Hill. They were originally Jumpers at
Fremantle who were obliged to leave the
whart. They tell me that they are working
hard but are not able to show good wages.
It is only fair -that the Premier should try,
after this debate is eoncluded, to get a stock-
taking made of the actval position of the
country from the point of view of eclearing
in order to ascertain how many men the
country can absorb in profitable employment,
It is no geodl merely saying that clearing
work can be had in the country,

AMr, Latham: It is too late for clearing.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That makes the posi-
tion worse and we want the position improved.
I admit that during the winter it is the best
time for chopping down or ringbarking and
doing other necessary preliminary work, but
the House ought to know, and the unemployed
ought to know, how many jobs are offering
if they are willing to take them on and are
fit to take them on.

The Premicr: We have done all we could
np to the present in this direction.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The position which
exists now did not always exist. When it
does exist it is of suffictent importanee and
seriousness to prompt the Government to give
it the mest earnest consideration. T hope in-
deed they will do so. Personally T do not
think the amount that is allowed by the Apgri-
cultural Bank for clearing enables a man to
make very much in the way of wages. The
Minister for Agriculture will, I am sure, agree
with me in that. Last session, hefore he
occupied the exalteld position he now holds,
he voiced the same complaint, namely, that
the settlers were net getting sufficient hy way
of allotment from the Agricultural Bank to
enable them to get their areas eleared. In
the castern districts the men had to pay
subsidies in varicas ways. Ome man micht
give mcat free of charge, and another might
make a special allowance of 5s. an acre for

clearing. They were obliged to do that. To-
day the position is different,
The Minister for Agriculture: That is in

the heavy class of country,
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Mr. O'LOGIHLEX: ] hope that they will
continue to clear that heavy class of coantry.
On the golificlds the position wa+ also very
bad, due to the fact that depression -t in
there as well. [ suppose there arve consiler-
ably over I,i00 men who have Hocked to the
coast from the polifields. Six hondred or
700 men are now working in the timber in-
dustry who formerly worked on the gollfelds.
That industry is working full time aud there
i1+ no roem for ndditional men. It ix practi-
cally unable to employ any more for the pre-
sent. 'This is net a metropolitan matter., [
hepe work will be started in various places
s0 as to absorb those who are ready amd
willing to take it on, Whatever happens, I
trost the Government will never adopt the
attitude that, if a man is unable te do heavy
manual work, or if he goes to a position in
the comntry, the family will be left in want
until the bread-winuer has earned sufficient
money to send te them. Although the cost
to our Charities Department may be great,
some provision has to be made to help these
people.  Western Australia stands out rather
well in that regard. Tt has had a fair reputa-
tion in the past for giving help to those who
were in need. T trust the Government will
not turn a deaf ear to any request that may
be made for temporary assistance until
the head of the household has been
ahle to make sufficient money to send to his
family, I have worked on both the Lance-
ficld mine and the Consolidated mine at Wool-
gar, and I consider that both those mines
should be working to-day. The employers in
that arca are, if I mistake not, marking time
until the expiration of the award, which runs
out at the end of the year. 'We often hear
about workers slowing dovwn, but in Western
Australia T fear that some of the employers
are slowing down, There is considerable evi-
dence of that,

The Minister for Works: There is not much
encouragement to the employers to find work.

Mr. O’LOGBLEN: What about the lumpers
in Bunbury?

The Minigter for Works interjected.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: They have not stopped
ships from being loaded.

The Minister for Works: Ships are not
going there. An inquiry is now going on.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: There has been very
little publieity piven to it. If any shipping
had heen driven away from Bunbury the
newspapers would have given publicity to it.

The Minister for Works: They did not
drop upon it.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: The journalists must be
very slow if that is so, or they would have
had something to say if the lumpers had been
respongible for driving a ship away from
that port. ‘

The Minister for Works: It was in con-
neetion with powellised timber,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I could debate that
question for an hour.

Mr. SPEAKER: Neot on this motion.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : That is se.
had conferenees and generally have been able
to fix things up in the past, but now we have
a question facing us whieh stands apart from
any ordinary industrial matter. There is no
doubt that there are many people out of
work.  They are continually appealing to
members on both sides of the Hounse. No one
is in & position to help them unless out of
his own pocket. No one should be ealled
upon to do this. I trust that the Premier
will arrange for a conference to he held be-
tween varions private employers and repre-
sentatives of the unemployed. If the . ewm-
ployers eannot give sufficient work te absorb
the uncmployed it behoves the Governmient
to sce that they do not go hungry. I believe
the Premier will rise to his responsibility in
a different way to the method employed in the
‘Eastern States. I do not think he is anxious
to foree the workers to accept lower wages
and so reduee the standard of their living,
He should get to work in a eouple of days
on behalf of the Gtovernment and sec if the
position cannot be relieved at the earliest
possible moment, so that the men and women
who are out of work shall be given an oppor-
tonity to earn their living in the country,
which teems with production and opens up
possibilities for everyone who is willing and
anxious to work.

Mr. SIMOXS (East Perth) [5.43]: The
seriousness of the position with which we are
faced eannot be minimised. There may be
a number of members on the other side of
the House who do not come so close to the
problem as those sitting in opposition. We
ecan speak from -daily cxperience of almost
countless e¢laims upon our consideration. This
afterncon the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdaie) and the member for Leonora
(Mr, Heron) attended a meeting of the city
unemployed. There were 247 men present
who were anxious and eager to work. T am
familiar with the faet that at every meeting
of unemployed one finds the professibnal un-
employable. T will be perfeetly fair i ad-
mitting that probably 10 per cent. of the
men onc meets on these occasions belong to
that professional class which looks for work
but hopes to Heaven they will not find it.
Apart from that 10 per eent. I believe that
the men with whom we discussed the position
to-day were genunine. Omne man wheo is known
to me personally has nine children and a
wife to keep. There are thus 11 souls
dependent upon him and upon his earnings.
Even though he has been in constant work
for 10 years and has been unemployed for
opnly two months, he has with his responsi-
bilities been unable to set aside auy reserve
fund npon which to draw at this stapge.
When we find citizens of that description suf-
fering in our midst we mwost see that it de-
volves upon the Government to give earnest
attention to their cases. We do net wish to
use this issue in order to harass the Govern-
ment. What we scek is the sympathetic atten-

We have .
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tion and eonsideration of these now sitting on
the Government benches and those supporting
the Government. It is-not much use talking
about the matter unless we arc able to sug-
gest something. Jt does not seem to he
an imposgible thing to undertake the sewer-
age extensions at Subiaco and North Perth,
which subwrbs are in an unhealthy condition
because of the absence of sewerage, especially
now that summer is approaching. This is
work which can be dome by men who
cannot go to the country and earry out more
difficult work. This afternoon, with the
two members T have mentioned, T attended
a conference and a proposal was made
that there should he a march to Parlinment
ltouse for the purpose of making a demon-
stration to parade their foree hefore mem-
bers of Parlinment. We said that the Pre-
mier was a reasonable man anid that the Min-
isters were also reasonable men and that we
would prefer to have 8 delegation of six
from the unemployed, who would seck a con-
fevence with the Premier and discuss ealmiy
and dispassionately with him the whotle of the
situation. We id not wish to indnlge in
heroies or {0 have a parade round the walls
of this Chamber. Rather than that we shall
rely upon the kindly consideration of the Pre-
mier in his office to-morrow when listening
to the delegation of six appointed to place
the position before him. We know that de-
monstrations of unempleyed have been stage-
managed in the Eastern States in order to
embarrass Labour Governments. We do not
wish to take any such action in this State.
This is a matier which can be handled ealmly
and effectively. Tn making our representations
to the gathering, we relied upon the Promier
dealing with this position calmly and con-
siderately rather than have any noisy demon-
stration to draw attention te the require-
ments of the unemployed. I hope that the
importance of the position will not be mini-
mised, because if it goes mueh further, it
will get to a stage that will make it difficult
for us to handle it with ¢learness and calm-
ness.

Mr. 1. H. SMITH (Nelson) [35.47]: I
hegin to think members of this Chamber and
more particularly the metropolitan members,
do not realise what wnemployment means. I
agree entively with the Premier when he says
that if these noisy demonstrators who come
to his office would get away to the country
districts and help to develop the State, there
would be no need for representations regard-
ing vncemployment, There iz one man who
atandy to-day in the way of eniployment, and
that person is the present Conservator of For-
osts. Hon. members will remember that when
I spoke on the Address-in-reply T said there
was room for thousands of people to he em-
ployed in our forests at work which would be
of direct benefit to the State as a whole. I
reiterate that statement and can prove con-
clugively that if we did away with this in-
dividual’s regulations and threw open the
Crown lands, there would be no need for the
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unemployment cry, The telephone poles whieh
are being suppliel fo-day throughout the
State come from timber condemnned by the
Forestry inspectors. For that timber up to
37s. Bd. per load is being receivedd right
throughout the South-West from Bunbury,
throngh Manjimup and down to Pemberton,
and up the Preston Valley. That ia the priee
they are receiving for sleepers cut from tim-
ber on private property. The price they re-
ceive ranges down to 13s. per load at a dis-
tonce of some seven miles from the railway.
We have thousands of loads of jarrah ad-
jaeent to the railways that will bring in any-
thing up to £2 per load. If Crown lands
were thrown epen, employment for thousands
of people would be provided. T have no
sympathy for those persons in Perth and
Fremantle who eome erying to the Premier
abont wnemployment.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about the married
man with a family?

Mr. J, H. SMITH: T blame the Govern-
ment for this position in that they have not
got rid of the hampering regulations. If
Parliament is in econtrel there shonld be no
dietatorship by an indirvidual who ean say
““you shall not go here,’’ and ‘‘you shall not
go there.’’ Why should we not receive the
benefits of these prices ranging up fo 30s.
or £2 per load for timber which can be cut
on Crown lands? Why depend upon a few
individuals who have taken up timber leases?
Why not throw open the Crown lands and
secure to the State the same benefit? There
are hon, members in this Chamber who have
spoken about this sabjeet, but wha know
nething about it. I could name those hon.
members if I liked. On the other hand there
are a fow who know the facts ahout the po-
sition, Fires go through the forests and burn
the bottom of the timber. Tt is said that
men cannot eut jarrah under a certain size.
Fractical men—not the <Conservator ot
Foregts, for he will not admit it—know, as
foreatry inspectors will tell one, that such a
tree iz blighted. @~ When the fire passes, it
burns a small hole in the bottom of the tree
and later the top beging to wither. That treo
is undersized and it is damaged, yet it can-
not be ent. 1 am, of course,. referring to
Crown lands. Why cannot we get rid of this
individual who dictates to Parliament? I do
not know why the Government have not
brought in some provigion to deal with this
position, or whether the Government are tied
te this man. T have no sympathy with him.
He has turned prosperous towns in the South-
West into a state of stagnation, If we took
action to rectify this position there would
be no need to come to Parliament with talk
of unemployment.

Mr, Clydesdale:
ried men?

Mr. J. #. SMITH: Men ean make up to
£7 and £8 or £9 a week cutting sleepers in
the timber country. Even men from the Old
Country e¢an make from £4 to £5 a week
when they go down there. The present Arbi-

But what about the mar-
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tration Court award provides a rate of 40s.
or 30s. a week.

Mr. (lydesdale:
sleepers,

My J. H, SMITH: Tt only requires a cer-
tain amount of physical strength.

Mr, Clydesdale: 1 would like to see you
cutting them,

Mr. J. H SMITH: I coull eut more
slecpers than the hon. member could handi-
cap horses, and make more money out of it.
Tt is a farce metropolitan members coming
here talking about unemployment, Tt will
always exist until we give the country dis-
tricts a fair chance. It will always exist
while metropolitan members especially have
this curse of centralisation, as they seem to
have, in their minds, It will always exist
while memberd want tramway cxtensions to
Come and elsewhere, instpad of railways
through the Warren River dstriet or on to,
Denmark. While such an attitude continues,
we will never prosper. There is no need to
preach, prattle and make a "‘holy show’?
about unemployment. The Premier says there
is no need for it and he is right, T will back
him up. While he insista on people going out
into the country districts and upon peoble
doing some good for themselves, I will back
him up. There is only one way of dealing
with this problem and that is by throwing
open Crown lands. I could mention the
names of a {dozen people who arc prepared to
pray 30s. a load for timber from Crown Jands
along the railways. The Government shoutd
deal with this position by way of ealling
for tenders. They should get the forestry
inspectors—we have enough of them, good-
ness knows, under Mr. Lane-Poole—and let
them mark out the trees they require, and
then let individuals like Lewis and Reid, the
contractors to the South Australian Govern-
ment, Millars' or anyone else, go through and
let them subsequently put in their tenders. Let
the Minister in charge—I would not permit
the Conservator of Forests to decide any such
question—go through the tenders and say
who should secure the right to take the tim-
ber. T guarantee that if this were done, there
would he no men out of employment to-day.
No matter who the man is, if he has a part-
tiele of manhood in him, he will be able to
make good money hewing sleepers on Crown
Iands in the South-West, That is the solution
of this diffienlty.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You know that sneh
n perron could net get a license.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: Why not?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Beecause it is against
the law.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Ts it because Tane-
Poole is a dictator and Parliament will not
give him a lesson? Ts it on account of the
State Sawmills? Are we afraid of the Con-
servator?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: T had unemployment
in the State Sawmill at Manjimup,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Why cannot we give
men licenses to cut in the way I mention? Is
not Parliament capable of giving mwen -

Not every man can cut
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censes? Is not Parliament the ruling bedy in
Western Australiaf

The Mivister for Works:
matters.
© Me. J. H. SMITH: Why is that?. Is it
becanse we have a dietator in the Conser-
vator of Forests?

The Minister for Works: He has his Act.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have heard no Min-
ister talk of making alteratioms. Are Min-
isters afraid of the Conservator? Why do the
Government not do something? It is no good
speaking on this subject. T will not waste
breath talking about it. I am sick of the
whole thing. T am sick of Parliament. A
man ia wasting his time sitting here, The
£400 a year 1 get here, does not pay me, for
I Jose more than that, because of my position
as o member of Parliament, Why do not the
Government do something? I will sapport
any Government who will take action in this
matter. If we bad a Government drawn from
the Country Party, I would support them it
" they took action, I de want this talk of un-
employment stopped by the provision of work
in the country districts. T admire the Pre-
mier for the stand he takes when he says
that these people should go inte the country
districts. If they do so, there will be
noe meed to talk about unemployment.
I have no sympathy for the individual
who walks along Wellington-Street, up
Barrack-Street, and along Murray-Street,
and then says that he cannot find work.
I blame the Government for allowing a
dictator to interfere with the position. I

Not in forestry

know the position from A to Z and
the member for Forrest (Mr. O’Logh-
len) lknows it  better than I  do.
He knows, aa 1 do, that so long as
we have that dictator in his present
position, the existing state of affairs

must continne, Thousands of men conld be
.employed in connection with the timber in-
dustry. Why do the Government not act?
What are they afraid of? TIs it that Millars,
perhaps, have told the Government that they
receive a certain price for timber and have
asked the Government pot to throw open the
Crown lands yet awhile. Is there anything
of that nature afoot? I would regret to
think that anything of that sort happened.
T do mot think it has. I believe it is the

dietator, in the person of the Conservator of -

Forests, who hag created all this trouble and
unemployment in Western Australia, The
timber industry is the ome live industry in
the Sonth-West to-day. The agricaltural in-
.dustry—and I believe everyome will admit
that the present Premier, when Minister for
Lands, really edtablished the agricultnral in-
dustry in Western Australia—is not keeping
the South-West going; it is not keeping the
Susgex electorate going, as perhaps the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) will admit.
We can all admit that the wheat growing
.areas are doing a lot for Western Australia,
but the timber industry is keeping the South-
West alive. Yet we are suffering because of
+he dictatershin of the Conservator of TF'or-
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ests, Mr, Lane-Poole. I do not know why
the Government, with such a strong majority
benind them, d8 not do away with that die-
tatorship and throw open the Crown lands in
the manrer I have indicated, so as to receive
the benefit of the money available for sleepers,
There is no need for unemployment in West-
ern Australia if the Premier will only do
something to throw open our Crown lands,
If he does so, I am satisfied that, given a fair
trial, this country will never look back.

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [6.0]: I
was indeed pleased to hear the member for
Nelson say that married men could earn
from £8 to £9 per week.

Mr, J. H, S8mith: T said £4 to £6, £8 to £9.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Well, even taking it
at that, it is pleasing to know that they can
carp 80 much money. Such being the case,
it is surprising that the Government have not
despatehed thetn out there ere this. I have
just returned from a meeting of the unem-

ployed. I am not one of thosc extremists,
who, like the member for Nelson, are
carried away and make extreme state-

ments, yet I say there were 247 persons
at that meeting, and that on inquiry I found
that 140 of them were married. That is in
Perth azlone. They assured me there were
twice a8 many in the metropolitan area. It
is all very well for the member for Nelson to
talk abont marriecd men being able to eamn
this big money at slecper hewing. A lot of
those men have never cut a sleeper in their
lives. How much ecould they earn at it?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Up to ¥4.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: Or about a&s much a3
the hon. member himself could earn.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have earned £9 a week
at it.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: It must have been a
long time ago. The Government must do
something for the upemployed married men
in the .metropolitan area.

Mr., J. H. Smith: Send them into the
country, .

Mr. CLYDESDALE: And if you do, what
provigion is there in the comntry for their
wives and families? There is not even a
decent hut. And some of those women and
children have never been out roughing it in
pioneer districts, Mave a heart, man, do!
Given a little experience, those neople would
make as good scttlers as any others, but the
Government must first provide accommodation
for the wives and families before sending
them inte the country. At that meeting of
unemployed this afternoon 2 motion was
moved that all present mareh to Parliament
House. But we expressed our satisfaction
with the gennineness of their protestations
and reminded them that they did not want to
make a show., They agreed, and said that
all they wanted was work. It is our duty
to try to provide work for them. I have
little to say on hehalf of the single men,
Numbere of them there to-dav should have
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been out in the country. Siuce the arrival of
the English boat last Thursday, 160 immi-
grants have been placed in the eountry.
Burely local people also canhe placed there!
If the immigrants are receiving preference
over local people, it is time that sort of thing
was altered. I do not say it is the case. I
appeal on behalf of the married men out of
work. We intend to seek a eonference with
the Premier to-morrow. We hope that he will
be able to afford some relief to the married
men who are out of employment through no
fault of their own.

Mr, Sampson: Are they tradesmen?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Because we want to
work on practical lines, I have asked that
every man register his name and oecupation,
so that to-morrow we shall be able to give
the Premier full particnlars, If the Premier
has reason to believe that any of those men
has been living on unemployment, I will
agree with him that such men should be de-
nied all eonsideration. TUnfortunately there
is genuine distress in the city, Nobody knows
it better than do I. T hope the Premier will
give the married men and women the con-
sideration they are so justly entitled to.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [6.5]:
We all deplore the unemployment of married
men, but it is strange that we should have a
section of the Trades Hall who tell men not
to go owt and earn decent incomes, who will
not permit them to go to work. I refer, of
course, to the shearing dispute. This para-
graph was published in the Press quite re-
cently: —

The dispute between the Trades Hall and
the Pastoralists’ Assocviation has now lasted
several months, and shearing has also been
in active progress during that period, ehiefly
at 1920 rates and conditions. Nothing
could be more deplorable in the interests of
the genuine workers and the State than the
manner in which the disputes committea
have handled the whole business. Right
from the start the disputes committee has
refused to consider the merits of the case,
Andd has held ount for its ‘irreducible mini-
mum,’’ relying solely on might being right.
There are prebably not 20 men among the
shearers who were not satisfled to continue
on at last year’s rates, and what are known

as the 1921 demanda emanated entirely from -

the Trades Hall. The position as it now
stands is that the I*astoralists’ Associntion
still offers to pay last year’s rate of 30s. per
10(» shecp, while the disputes committee has
stated that it will allow the men to shear at
33s, 44, per 100, provided they contribute
20 per cent., or Gs. 8d. per 100, from their
earnings, to the Trades Hall to carry on ihe
fight., This will leave the men with 26s. 8d.
per 100, instead of the 303, which is the
rate at which the pastoralists are now
getting their sheep shorn, being the same
rate and under the same conditions as ob-
tained last year.

Mr, Simons: What authority is that?
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Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
knows that the statement is perfeetly correet.
A large number of men are willing to go out
and earn good money shearing,

Mr. Clydesdale: How mauy in all are en-
gaged in shearing in Western Australia?®

AMr. A. THOMSOXN: The shearing work
offering will help to ahsorb some of the num-
bers youn referred to.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You know that Mr.
Noble said that most of the shearing was
done.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But not the whole of
it., The Trades Hall have refused te permit
men to take the work offering.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did they not go to the
Pastoralists’ Association and agree to aceept
the terms offered? That was a fortnight ago.
The pastoralists backed out.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That statement is not
correct, The men said they were willing to
work, provided they got the difference be-
tween what was offered and what was pro-
vided in the award.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Xo, they accepted the
offer of the pastoralists.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Mr. Secretary Milling-
ton turned it down, and his statement ap-
peared in the Press.

Mr, O'Loghlen: What happened four days
later? .

Mr, A. THOMSON: At all events, there
should not be any quarrel about the unem-
ployment of married men. )

Mr. Munsgie: There would not be if you
could induce them to work for two bob a day.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: I have never paid
two bob a day in my life. My men have al-
ways worked 18 or 20 years for me, and so
they must have been satisfied with what they
got. As I say, we should not quarrel over
anemployment. I commend the Premier for
his desire to send the men into the country,
and I commend the member for South Fre-
mantle, who is backing up the Premier in
that desire. Here i3 an opportunity which
will have the effect of stopping this central-
isation policy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
damned!

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is all very well
for the hon, member to make a show of in-
dignation, but this party stands for decentral-
isation and there are plenty of men beblind
this party who are just as good as the
hon. member.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: But the hon, mem-
ber ig just as good as you, any day or any-
where.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tt is passing strange
that while we have one section of the Labounr
Party {drawing attention to unemployment,
we have another section preventing men from
acecpting employment.

My, Clydesdale: But all the shearing in
the State would not absorb one-tenth of the
unemployed in Perth.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It would absorb some
of them, Why cannot they exercise common
sense and take what work is offerirg? Men

Centralisation be
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are sent out to the variops stations, but are
not atlowed to get down to work on ‘arrival.
Surely when we have men willing to work we
should see to it that they are allowed to do
the work! If hon. members opposite are sin-
eere in their desire to assist the Premier

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier can get
more assistance from this side than he -can
from your party,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will do all I can
to assist the Premier and members opposite
to find employment for unemployed men, par-
ticularly married men. It is the duty of the
State to find work for the married men first.
There is plenty of work for single men if
they are prepared to go out and get it. I
hope that some members will withdraw their
opposition to a certain measurec and endea-
vour to assist the speedy ecstablishment of
bulk handlling of wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
going to result in a loss.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If it were brought
into being it wouid help to absorb the wn-
employed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Talk sensc, do! You
know there is no possibility of that scheme
being started within the next twelve months,

Mr. A. THOMSON: I believe a certain
amount of work can be found for those who
want it. I will do all T can to assist the
association of which the member for Canning
is president, which has been sending a large
number of men inte the country.

No fear! That is

Mr., MceCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
[6.15): I ask permission to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

" Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

QUESTION—FIREWOQOD GETTERS,
RATES,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that under the per-
mit system firewood getters in the hills dis-
triet are called upon to pay exorbitant rates
to the roads board? 2, Is he aware that the
rates on permit 1210 amonnt to £14 1s. 3d.
for a man with two horses and drays? 3, In
the interests of the industry, will he have
inquiries made to see if relief can be given
by the reduction of rates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 2, and 3, The fees fixed in respect to
vehieles used for heavy carting sueh as fire-

. wood, gravel, stone, etc., on the hills distriet

agre considered equitable. Many of the roads
leading from the hills to the plains have been
entirely ruined by this traffic, and it is be-
yond the means of the local authorities to
keep the roads in safe usable eondition, and
the Government cannot find funds for this
work. Heavy winter carting must be re-
stricted in the interests of the majority of
the settlers who use these roads.
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QUESTION—ESPERANCE-NORTH-
WARD RATLWAY,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Hon. T. Walker}
asked the Minister for Works: When does
he anticipate the further supply of rails
necessary for the construction of the Esper-
ance-Northward Railway will be delivered on
the works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
It is difficult to fix a date, as the present
prices asked for rails is so high as to render
it & matter for grave consideration. At pre-
sent quoted prices rails would cost about
£1,500 per mile as against £600 per mile pre-
war prices. It is the general opinion amongst
the iron and steel trade that a heavy fall in
prices mbist eventuate during the coming 12
months, '

LEAVE O ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. O’Loghlen, leave of ah-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Lutey
(Brown Hill-Ivanhee) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,

1, State Children Acet Amendment.
Received from the Council.

2, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

Message from the Governor received and -
read transmitting the annual Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the financial
year 1921-22, and recommending appropria-
tion.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1921-22,
In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply to receive the Annual
Financial Statement, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND COLONTAL TREAS-
URER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—Northam)
[7.37): This is my third budget, and my
task to-night is no less diffienlt than it has
been on previons occasions. The Committee
will naturally ask why I failed to realise
last year’s estimates. Members are entitled
to know and I shall endeavour, as I go along,
to explain why we failed to finish the year
with a deficit of £400,000, and will also closely
serutinise to-days proposals. I want the Com-
mittee to realise that the war disabilities still
continue. After the cessation of war there
was a trade revival in some directions. It
lasted for some little time, but during this
year there has undonbtedly been considerable
trade stagnation, This is due largely to the
worlld's finaneial position. When one remem-
bers just what is happening, how the world’s
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finance is disorganised and how impossible it
has been for many of the nations to trade
because of the exchange difficulty and through
want of credits generally, ome realises just
how diffiecult the position is. The world’s
markets have not freely absorbed our pro-
duets, and much of what they did absorb
was absorbed only at redueed prices. In sub-
mitting the budget last year I estimated
that the deficit would be £399,000. The actual
deficit for the year was £686,726, This in-
crease was due to the loss on public utilities,
and largely owing to the railway strike. I
anticipate that the position will improve dur-
ing this year, becauge I doubt very much
if the trade depression will last. No one ¢an
foretell just when the improvement will ¢come,
or just what will happen, but indications are
not wanting that there will be an improve-
ment in trade. Therefore, before the year
closes I hope that the earnings of our public
utilities will show a very material increase.

Facetors contributing to Unemployment,

We have passed through a very trying time,
and naturally the railway traffiec has fallen
off. The ports have had less shipping and the
building trade has suffcred a depression, both
of which factors have affected our public
utilities considerably. For a time there was
a very great activity in the buildiag trade,
but it was quite obvious to everybedy that
it could not last, and to this is dme largely
the fact that there are so many men out of
work, TUnfortunately, many men were drawn
to the eity by the prospect of constant em-
ployment and the wages offered. The ecity
is a very attractive place, especially when
there is plenty of work and seftled work fo
be obtained. All this falling off in trade has
affected our public vtilities. Mining has also
experienced a setback. There is no need for
me to dwell upon this, beeaunse the position
is well underatood by every hon. member.
I shall just mention some of the items to
show where the falling off has occurred. Our
lead, eopper, and tin mines have practically
shut down. The sandalwood industry has
almost disappeared. This industry in the
past has provided a great deal of work, not
only at the port of Tremantle, but in that
part of the country where the timber is pulled
and carted to the railways by which it is
econveved to the seaboard, All this represents
a very considerable loss. Pearl shell is prac-
tically unsaleable, and on aceount of the
operating costs of our meat works, meat ecan-
not be exported. It is quite truc that, due
to the falling off of metivity in many of the
dirertions I have indieated, men have been
thrown out of employment, but there is work
in the country for every worker in the State.
I am quite aware, of course, that a number
of married men in the ¢ity cannot find perma-
nent employment just at present. This is to
be regretted because, when a man makes 3
home for himself, he naturally cxpeets to be
able to obtain employment sufficiently near
to his home to enable him to live. It is our
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duty to see that work is provided, but I must
point out that work. cannot be provided for
everybody in the city. With a revival in
trade, the position will undoubtedly improve,
but everything depends upon the trade which
cur people do. Our revemue depends alto-
gether wpon it, and a preat deal of employ-
ment depends upon it. I do not expect that
there will be any very material change in
trade immediately, but I believe that the tide
has turned, that we are again on the up
grade, and that trade will gradually become
better and better. Shipping certainly should
be more aetive, and when that happens the
position all round will improve.

Revenue and Erxpenditure, 1920-21.

I must refer to the finaneial position for
the year 1920-21 before eoming to the Esti-
mates for the present financial year. A com-
parison  betwcen the revenue and ex-
penditure for 1920-21 and the estimates will
be found in Beturn No. 1. The total rev-
enue was £6,789,565 and the total expenditure
£7,476,201. The actual deficiency was £686,726,
whereas the estimated deficit was £399,413.
[ will show why the estimate was not realised,
and the couses to which this was due.
Amougst other things we have had to pay
increasetl salaries to the civil servants. There
has also been the increased cost of commodi-
ties. When hon. members realise the extent
to whieh purchases have to be made by the
Government, they will see how easy it is for a
large expenditure te be incurred in this con-
neetion.  There were also other expenses
which could not be controlled. Then there
was the loss of revenne. Return No. 6 will
show the details of these losses. There was
also the failure of public utilities to reach the
Estimates.

Deficiency on Public Ulilities,

The total deficiency on publie utilities was
£714,800, railways, including sinking fund,
£594,862; and water supply £155,631. There
1s some small consolation to be had from the
fact tbat we have eontributed largely to the
sinking fund. Tast year we contributed
£342,277, equal to abont half the defieit.
There is-also the interest on investments
on account of sinking fund of £460,761,
making a total improevement on account of
sinking fund@ of £803,038. This exceeds last
vear's defieit by £116,313. T do not contend
that the sinking fund has not to he paid. It
has to he paid becanse we have agreed to pay
it. The earnings I have mentioned in interest
are the earnings of the sinking fund invested
over many years. Return No. 4 shows the
position regarding the defieit. On account of
governmental there was a surplus  of
£28,074, the loss on public utilities was
£71.4,800, and the net deficiency therefore was
£686,726. T have divided the revenme and
cxpenditure under two headings, govermental
as distinet from public ufilities. I will refer
later on to the method of making up the
accounts. ’
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Estimates for 19€0-21.

I antieipated last year that we would re-
weive revenue to the amount of £6,606,404.
We actually received £6,789,565, or an in-
crease of £183,161. Detnils regarding the
departments and the results will be seen on

, Return No. 2, which hon. members will find
very useful. I over-estimated on aceount of
revenue to the tune of £124981. The
chief items were as follows: probate duty
£22,000, Commonwealth £12,000, land revenue
£13,000, mining £5,000, railways £36,000,
Yandanooka estate £8,000 and the Royal Mint

£6,000. T alse vunder-estimated to the
tune of £308,142. The chief itemz were
-as  follows: Ineome tax £59,000, divi-

dend duty £100,000, timber #£12,000, Co-
lonial Seeretary £10,000, tramways £11,000,
electric works £10,000, Fremantle Harbour
"Trust £12,000, water supply and sewerage
£17,000, and trading concerns £30,000. It
will be seen that our revenne was
. better by £183,000 than was anticipated, but,
notwithstanding that, we finished up with a
deficit larger than was anticipated. I will
briefly refer to the Estimates and actual ex-
penditure. The estimated expenditure for
1920-21 was £7,005,817, and the actual expen-
diture £7,476,291, making an increase of
£470,474. The details of this expenditure
will be found on Return No. 3. I over-esti-
mated the expenditure by £26,703. That is
mnot a very great amomnt. Under special Acts
I over-cstimated that we wonld expend
£20,000, on account of agriculture £1,000 and
on the Yandancokn estate £4500. [ under-
-estimated the expenditure by £497,177., That
is a more serious matter. In my own depart-
ment 1 under-estimated to the extent of
- £12,000, in the Treasary £32,000, Lands
£17,000, Education £34,000, Health £16,000,
Colonial Secretary £27,000, Printing £17,000,
Railways £237,000, Tramways £25,000, Elec-
tric Works £20,000, and Water Supply and
Sewerage £21,000. Hon, members will see the
particulars set out on Return No. 1.

Increased Weages and Salaries.

During the past two years we have had to
faee considerable inereases in wages and
salaries. In the railways we had to pay in
1919.20, increnses to the amount of £250,000,
and in 1920-21 £295,500, a total increase of
£545,500. Tn the tramways for the former
year we had to pay £10,200, and in the latter
year £17,000, a total of £27,200, Under the
heading of electricity supply we had to pay
Jast year an increase of £2,100. In connection
with our water supplies the increase wag
£7.000 for the former year and £24,000 for
the latter, a total of £31,000. In the eivil
service there was an increase of £35,000 for
the former year and £50,300 for the latter,
making a total of £85500. The teachera

- roceived in 1919-20 an increase of £24,000 and
in -the following year £60,000, a total of
£84,000, The police received £15,000 und
£7,600 respectively, making a total of
£22.600; while on other accounts the increases
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were £10,000 and £16,850 respectively, making
a total of £26,850. Members will see
that we are paying £324,750 per aonum
more under these headings than we were
paying two years ago. It is due chiefly
to these increnses that the defieit is as large as
it is. T hope the Committee will remember
that we are paying these additional sums
mainly becanse of arbitration awards and the
reclassification of the service.

Revised form of Estimates.

I have, a8 hon. members will see on turning
to the Estimates, slightly revised the form in
which they appear. The previous method of
ghowing the revenue and expenditure wasg mis-
leading. The position 1 think ought to be
defined under the headings of governmental
and public utility, and the Estimates have
been remodelled on this basis. Hen. members
will see that there is in the Estimates a main
general summary, a summary preceding
govermental expenditure, and a swmmary pre-
ceding publie utility expenditure. I think
thig form will be found convenient to mem-
bers, and it should make the position more
clear. TUnder the old system some depart-
ments showed their gross receipts, other
departments, the Savings Bank, for instance,
showed only the profits, and other depart-
ments such as the Harbour Boards, showed
only the excess revenue after providing for
interest and sinking fund. These various
methods caused econfusion. Tt is not right
that we should regard as revenue maoney
brought in as earnings from public utilities,
when these earnings have cost us more than
the amount we received. T think the system
I have adopted is the right one, and I hopas
the Committee will agree with me on that
point, :

Ministerial Control of Finances.

The Government have absolute control over
certain of our activities, but to a certain ex-
tent our public utilities are managed uwuder
Acts of Parlinment; the Railways by a Com-
missioner, and the Harbour at Fremantle, for
insfance, by a board or Trust. The real finan-
cial position ean, T think, now be more
casily ascertained by wmembers. Our total
expenditure for 1920-21 was £7,47G,291,
but onr governmental expenditure was
only £3,002,802, Hen. members will find
the particulars set out in Return No.
4, People say it is easy to ecconomise,
and they are apt to bhelieve that the
expenditure aectually controlled by Ministers
was the whole expenditure, in the present in-
stanee £7,500,000, It it were £7,500,000
there would have been no trouble about
reducing it by a good round sum, The

public have got into the way of he-
lieving that the whole expenditure of
Government iz  upon the eivil ~service.

That is not the ecase at” all.' The total
expenditure under the direct control of Min-
isters was £3,000,000, Tt embraced special
Statute payments of £187,000, education
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£490,000, charities £88,000, medieal (includ-
ing hospitals), homes for aged, ete., £169,000,
police £175,000, lunacy £97,000, gaols £28,000,
and aborigines £10,000, while it alse ineluded
interest charges on loan works other than pub-
lic utilities of E£L0OST,000, Ministers, there-
fore, really controlted an expenditure, apart
from the management of publie utilities, of
something under £1,000,000, a very differ-
ent figure to £7.500000. There are other
returns hesides those [ have mentioned, all
bring sesigned on simple lines with the ob-
jeet of giving the fullest possible informa-
tion.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Who contrbls the ex-
penditore of £1,000,000?

The PREMIER: Alinisters do.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Who controls the ex-
peaditure of £3,000,000 on public utilities?

The PREMIER: The Ministers econtrol
them to a certain extent, but they are largely
under Acts of Parliament: the Commissioner
of Railways controls the Railways, and the
Harbour Trust controls the harbour at Fre-
mantle, for instance, as the hon. member
knows, There are other Acts which place
the control vnider ecertain boards amd indi-
viduals.

Hon. W, C. Anpwin: You only get the sur-
plus from the harbour boards and do not con-
trol them at all.

The PREMIER: We gct the surplus from
the Trust, but we get the reverse from the
others.

Fatimated Revenue and Ezpenditure, 1991-22,

The revenue and expenditure for 1921-22 js
expected to be as follows: Governmental
expenditure £1,898,428, expenditure under
special  Acts  applicalle to governmental
£1,204 227 a total of £3,192,655, while the
revenue is expected to” be £3,194,371, which
should leave a surplus under govermmental of
£1,716. That is the revenue apart from that
received from publie utilities. It seems to
me we ought to make the expenditure under
this heading balance itself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You put that very
nicejy—* ‘ought to.”’

The PREMIER: The figures did balanve
last year. [ will show the hon. member just
what happened last year when there was a
surplus under this heading of £28,000. Iow-
cver, public utilities are expected to aecount
this year for an expenditure of £3,048,339,
and interest and sinking fund under special
Acts debited to public utilities for £1,381,640,
or a total of £4428,000; and those public
utilities are expected to produce a revente of
£3,856,539. T wish to point out that the ex-
perditure on public utilities covers all
charges—interest and sinking fund included,
of course. Tt is expected that there will be
for the current year a deficieney of £573,444
on publie utilities, which leaves a shortage on
the year’s operations of £371,728., May I
ask the attention of the Committee to this
statement: The domestic expenditure, that
is to say expenditure on Education, Medical
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aml Public Health, Palice, Gacls, Lunacy,
Charities, and Aborigines, will be for the
current vear £1,110,760,  The revenue from
those departments for the current year is
estimated at £76,289, and from taxation we
expect to get €£1,033,000, or a total of
£1,109,289. This represents the whole of our
taxation, and the whole of the revenuc carned
by the departments which T have nentioned. -
It will be seen that expenditure unier this
hearlling  will absorh uot only the taxation
and revenne, but will leave a deficieney of
£1,471.  In other worls, the whole of our
taxation, every penny of it, and more, goes
to provide these serviees which I have men-
tionedl, which are free servievs to the people,
or almost exclusively free’ We pet this
money by taxation, and we hand it back in
this fashion, and there is not a penny for
anything eclse from taxation. T do not know
that this division has been made before.

Hon. P. Collier: You are always making
new discoveries.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There was a time when
we had no income taxation.

The PREMIER: I am pointing out that
the expentliture on these services, which. are

free, or practieally so, absorbs the whale
of onr taxation. Now, on administra-
tion the expenditure is £776,274, with

a revenwe of £1,318,036, leaving a
surplus of £541,762, Under general, for in-
terest and special Acts we require £1,294,227.
While Parliamentary expenses are egtimated
at £11,394, there is a deficiency of £1,471 on
the domestic seetion, which brings the total
deficiency wp to £1,307,092. Apainst this we
have the surplus from administration of
£341,762, and we shall get from the Common-
wealth £382,345, and from the State trading
concerns £184,701, or a total of £1,308,808,
which shows a surplus on governmental ac-
tivities of £1,716.

Comparison with 1915-16.

There was a time, of course, when the posi-
tion was very much easier; and there was a
time, too, when a return suelh as 1 have men-
tioned was published by my friends opposite.
That was for the year 1915-16. That state-
ment showed a  governmental revenuve of
£2,488,088, and a governmental expenditure of
£1,908,320, and an expenditure under special
Acts of £648,368—not half as much as this
year—antd a deficieney of £68,600. Last year
on governmental activities we had a revenue
of £3,030,876, and we expended £3,002,802,
and we had a surplus of £28,074. My friends
ghowe in their year a revenne from public
ntilities very much lexs than ours, of vourse.
Their revenue was £2,868,800, and their ex-
peniliture was £3,148,513, leaving a shertage
of £279,623. The deficit for that year was
£548,223. Trom public utilites we get in
£3,758,682, and wa expénded on them
£4,473,489, showing a shortage of £714,800,
As I have already shown, that was ag-
counted for by the Thigher cost of
ruming the railways due to increasell cost
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of commodities and increased cost of wages
and salaries. As a matter of fact, the deficit
last year was £G86,726, as against £348,223
in 1915-16. Tt will be seen that the loss om
public utilities was about £435,000 greater
than in the year whieh I have quoted, when
my friends were in office. Now, the estimated
revenie collection for the ecurrent year is
£7,050,910. TIf lon. members
returns 2 and 5 they will find the details. The
estimated revenue is in execess of last year’s
collection by £261,345. It is divided up as
follows:~—Govermmental £3,1942371, showing
an increase of £163,495; and public utilities
£3,836,539, showing an increase of £97,830.
The prineipal increases will be—from taxa-
tion £78,000, from the Lands Department
£23,000, Treasury £92,000, Elcetrieity Sup-
plies £€11,600, XMetropolitan Water Supply
£12,600, Railways £69,000, and Tramways
£30,000, The cstimated expenditure for the
current year is £7,622,648, and the details of
this will be found in returns 3 and 5. The
expenddituve is in excess of last year's by
£146,347, divided vp ns follows: Govern-

mental £3,192,655, showing an excess of
£189,853; and pubile utilities £4,429,983,
ghowing a decrease of £43,506. ‘‘Govern-

mental’’ includes interest and sinking fund
on loan works other than public utilities.
That, T think, ought to be kept apart. I want
it to be elearly understood that the expendi-
ture¢ on public utilities includes interest and
pinking fund. Now, it is trne that Ministers
are responsible for expenditure by all de-
partments; but it must alse be borne in mind
that the permanent heads and under seere-
taries are responsible to the Ministers. We
have 2 system which will keep them up to the
mark, T think; and certainly the system will
enable us to know from month to mouth just
how every item of expenditnre is being util-
ised. 1 believe that greater econowy is now
being practiscd in the Government depart-
ments than ever before. True, economy was
never before so much needed; but I think T
have shown that we are spending less this
year than last year. There is, I believe, a
desire on the part of the senior officials to
eeonomise, and to live within their votes.
The principal inerease is, natorally, the in-
erease under special Aects, an inerease of
£259,000, When we remember that 10 years
ago our interest and sinking fund bill was
£1,046,237, and that it is now £2,220,282 we
realise that in the past 10 years we have in-
creased our expenditure under this head by
£1,183,045.  XNaturally, the amount is in-
creasing year by year; but we are to-day
spending a great deal of money that will be
paid for out of apeeial "Acts—on soldier set-
tlement and in other ways. By the way, dur-
ing the past two years most of our loan
moneys have been expended on development
of the land, and in sueh a way that interest
will be paid by the users of the money. Now,
the total of the deficit to the lst July, 1920,
was £4,086,705, ,and the deficit for 1920-21
amounted to £686,725, making a total defiecit
at the 30th June, 1921, of £4,773,430. I said
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that I estimated the defieit for this year
would be £571,728. T have pointed ont how
this deficit is made up. Of the total accumu-
lated deficit we have fundel £2,807,652, We
have remaining unfunded an amount of
£1,965,778. .

Reduction of the deficit.

I know that we cannot fave a deficit
year by year. T want to make this' point,
hewever, that whilst T say the sinking fund
hag been part of our deficit, we are of course
compelled to contribute to the sinking fund.
We have agreed so to comtribute, and we
ought to do it; and our friends demand that
we shall do it, as part of the compaet which
was made. However, if we could bring our
deficit down to our sinking fund contribu-
tion, we shoulll be in a very happy posi-
tion, I admit that we cannot afford
to continue to lave even a defieit equal
to our sinking fund contribution. What we
must o is to ask ourselves how soon we can
balance the ledger, and by what means we
can balance it. I consider that this year we
should endeavour to reduce our deficit to at
least £200,000 less than last year’s deficit, I
think that we ought after this to cndeavour
to reduce our deficit by, say £100,000 per an-
num, s¢ that in less than four years we might
again balance the ledger. Hon. members will
ask how this reduction of the defieit is to be
aeeomplished. T have gaid that the Budget
this year shows an estimated deficit of
£571,728, and that it will take £89,000 more
revenue or less expenditure, or some of each,
to bring the deficit down to £482,000.

Inguiry into public utilities.

I propose to ask that there be an inquiry
into the public utilities. This I think the
Government arc entitled to ask. The people
are paying a great deal for those services, T
mean that the revenue of the country is con-
tributing a pgreat deal towards the services
rendered in the form of publie utilities. When
the inquiry has been made and the report has
been received, then I must, if nceessary, come
down to this House with proposals designed
te bring about the result which I have men-
tioned. I know that such & course is un-
usual, but hon. members will realise that
the times are out of joint. I consider that
Ministers are entitled to ask for an in-
quiry into the management of our publia
utilities, Largely that expenditure is under
public Acts, but portion of it is, of course,
contributed to by activities under the control
of Ministers. While I do not doubt the
ability of the Commissioner of Railways, or
of others who are in control of these public
utilities, still, further economies may he pos-
sible, and proposals may be made, as the
result of the inguiry T suggest, for improv-
ing the finaneial results from the utilities. T
believe that if we regard our timber as an
ascet, we shall be able to get more revenue
from it. Probably we shall be able to get
more revenue from various public utilities
than we are now getting, if the course I sug-
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gest is adopted. I should like the public to
aote that last year we bontsed the users of
our publie utilitics to the extent of £714,500.
This sum, of course, was debited to revenue.
I do not for a moment claim that develop-
ment works can pay their way now, but I do
say that the public ought to know what the
position js, 1 contend that it ought to be
determined whether such losses as we must
make on these utilities ean be met by addi-
tional taxation. 1 do net think we can
eover the loss by additional taxation. There
will be inereased trade and a graduval im-
provement which will bring about in time, I
hope, the balancing of the revenue and ex-
penditure in eonnection with the publie utili-
ties. It is right that the House should know,
and that the public should know, just what
has happened in this regard.

Public Works Committee.

Members will know thére is a proposal be-
fore the House to appoint a Parliamentary
public works committee, to inquire into and
report not only in connection with those mat-
ters I have referred to, but in connection with
all public works. What we want to know is:
Are these undertakings well managed gener-
ally in the interests of the State and for the
development of the State as a whole. We want
to know if trade will be restored and when.
We want to know whether we are making
the fullest possible use of our publie utilities,
of our railways and harbours, and if the
methods of fixing freights and charges are
sound. Tt may be that some members will
want to know whether the land adjacent to
railways can be further developed or whether
the land at present is bheing sufficiently de-
veloped. We will want to know what is
needed to eorrcet the position. So far as T
can sgee, if we could bave another million
acres under wheat erops, it would go a long
way towards restoring our natural progress.
It may be that the position can he improved
by repurchase or by resumption of the land
adjacent to the railways, or it may mean
taxation to secure the land being used, or il
may be by other means that we will
see that the land is brought into fuller use.
‘We will want to know if it is possible for
other industries to be cstablished adjacent
to our railways, If it is poaaible to establish
them, we should arrange for that to be done
heeause it is of the utmost importance that
our railways should come mmch nearer to
balancing than they do now without the
necessity for increasing freights and eharges.
Then there is the question to be considered:
C'an mining be developed? We want to know
if the output can be increased, I8 there
anything more that can be done to increasc
the output of gold and copper, tin or lead as
well? We want to know if the sandalweod
trade can bhe restored. That trade gave us
very fair revenue in former years. Policy
does govern the position so far as the manage-
ment of some of these concerns goes, and I
have told the House what that policy is.
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Position of Public Utililics.

That policy, in conncetion with our publie
utilities, cost us £714,800 last year, and this
year I estimate it will cost us £373,444. We
always talk about business management, hut
if we were to apply cold-blooded business
methoids and said that these things must pay
their way and the revenune mect the expendi-
ture, the position of the users of these con-
cerns would he materially altered. We do
apply a policy of control to these concerns,
and it is a developmental policy, I have said
that the Governmental revenue must balance
with the expenditure. T believe that the public
utilities could balanee if we liked to in-
crease the fares and freights. But would it
be wise to do s0? Tt would be a very simple
matter if we charged the users of our rail-
ways as much per ton as it cost us to hanl
their goods per mile, but that policy woull be
against the development of the State. There
are many returns dealing with the public
vtilities, and I hope hon. members will study
them closely. I do mot believe these develop-
mental concerns ean pay at the present stage.
If we were to endeavour to make thom pay
to-day, it would be at the cost of further
development, We have to sce that our pro-
dueers are as favourably placed in order to
compete in the markets of the world, as the
producers elsewhere, 8o it is that we have
lost year by year on the operations of our
railways, and until we increase our trade and
tonnage, we must eontinue to lose on those
operations, Tt is important that this matter
should be decided. T believe it would be
hetter to spend a very comsiderable sum in
setting up new industries and inereasing the
production of the State, than to continue
losing considerable sums on these cencerns
without the necessary development being
achieved.

Revenue from Trading Concerns.

It will be seen that the revenue from the
trading concerns last year amounted to
£187,342. T estimate that the revenue this
vear will amount to £184,701, largely, of
course, comprised of reconps on account
of interest and asinking fund. I do not
anticipate there will bhe a profit to that
amouont; it will bhe almost all recoup.
We have capital to the extent of
£2,125,631 invested in these trading con-
cerng. It is an enormous sum and I think
hon. members will realise that it is n sam
that cannot be made up by many of them.
The Wyndham Meat Works is ome parti-
cularly expensive item and just at present
those works are closed down, showing, ot
course, a very considerable loss for the year.

Government Property Sale Fund.

Membera will see from the returns that thers
18 a considerable reveane and expenditure to
be charged against the Governmrnt Property
Bales Fund. This fund iz made up from re-
venue, to eome extent and from loan, to some
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extent, That is to say, money has been in-
vested in lean and has been returned to this
fund; money has been invested in other di-
rections and it comes baeck to this fund in
many ways. For instance, it comes back by
way of sales of material purchased for worky
which, when completed, are sold and re-
turned to the fund. On June 30, 1920, there
was a total of £139,478 credited to this fund.
The total receipte for the financial year
1920-21 amounted to £74,951, made up of
£62,000, on aceount of loan and £12,051 on
account of revenue and trust funds. For
last year, we paid away £01,110, leaving a
halance to the credit of the fund as at the
30th June, 1921, of £143,319. Provision is
made for the expenditure of £130,067 from
this fund Auring the present year,

Loan Expenditure,

Regarding loan expenditure, last year's ex-
penditure amounted to £2,586,404, Members
will se¢c in return No. 12 hew that expendi-
ture is debited. They will see that railways
are debited with £146,000, tramways and
power house, with £53,000, water supply with
£194,000, and other utilities with £66,000. The
greatest expenditure was on account of sol-
dier settlement which represented an outlay
of £1,528,000, and throngh the Agricultural
Bank, £152,000. Other items covered com-
iprise the following: State trading concerns,
£95,000; harbours, £72.000; goldfields, £44,-
000; publie buildings, £25,000; and roads and
bridges, £32,000. A great deal of the money
spent on soldier settlement and by the Agri-
cultural Bank will earn its own interest.
This represents monev advanced to indi-
viduals who pay interest which wiil cover tho
intereat which the Sfate pays on the money
so advanced. This form of expendifure
should commend itself to all people, becanse
by .this expenditure. we will secure inereased
reveuue for our publie utilities.

Loan Authorisations and Flotations.

We have loan anthorisations and flotations
as follow: Total authorisations, £55,300,000;
flotations, £19,934,000, leaving available for
flotation a sum of £5,366,(100. These borrow-
ings cost us in 7920-21 interest totalling
£1,913,628 and payments on account of sink-
ing fund £315,654,"making a total of £2,229.-
282, For the present year 1921-22, the esti-
mated fgures are: interest £2,165,862 and
sinking fund £317,920, making a total of
£2,483,791. There is a considerable in-
crease due largely to the expenditure
on soldier settlement. Of the £49,934,000
we have invested in public utilities,
£27,780,130 and in trading eoncerns,
£2,125631. Of the |balance at least
£9,000,000 is earning or should earn interest
in the future. Wa bave funded deficits
amounting te £2,807,652. There are, of
tourse, some works which are not direetly
reproductive and work of that deseription
has been undertaken every year since Wo
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first started borrowing. On the other hand,
the amount involved in such works is not
very great. The gross public debt as at the
30th June, 1920, amounted to £46,822,003. 1
have explained that there has been during
the past year a considerable increage in the
loan expenditure. We secured an advance
from the Commonwealth amounting to
£2,039,883 on account of soldier settlement
which naturally forms the greater portion ot
the ineréased loan indebtedness for the past
12 months. We have authority to borrow
£5,306,000. We have borrowed £2,060,000 in
London on Treasury bills at 5 per cent. dis-
count per annum plus 3s. per eent. as interest.
T think it ean be contended that the money
borrowed and invested in this State has been
well invested and it is represented by works
which arc worth morc than the total lean in-
debtedness. There are people who eontinually
decry the finaneial position of the country,
but they forget that we own these concerns,
that we own a great mileage of railways,
harbours, and a pgreat many other public
works all of which are certainly worth as
mueh as they have cost us. There has heen
a gmall amount year after year during the
past 30 years spent an non-reproductive work,
such as the rabbit-proof fence, but,as T have
already indicated, the total of that expendi-
ture is not very great. We should be per-
fectly satisfled that we have sccured value for
the money we owe. I have referred to re-
venue from taxation and I have told hom.
members just where it goas. We expect that
the dividend duty will deerease this year to
the extent of £63,000. Last year was a par-
ticularly good one, but thia year we do not
expect to receive so mueh from that souree.
We cxpeet to receive altogether from taxa-
tion about £68,000 less than we received last
year,

New Taxation.

We propose that there shall be some new
taxation which will bring in £110,000. 1
refer to additional taxation on liquor sales.
A proposal will be brought down in due
course to effect the change. Tnstead of
charging a license fee, we propose to charge
a percentage on the liqguor consumed. This
will bring ns in a considerable sum over and
above that which we receive at present,
namely, £40,000, represented by lcensing
fees. Under the new system we propose we
should receive £150,000. When it is remem-
bered that the amount of money received for
the sale of liqgnor by retailers is well over
£3,000,000 per ammum, T do not think it is
too much to ask that we should receive
£150,000 for the right to use the State mon-
opoly. It is a State monopoly and we have
Yicensed certain peopld to sell liquor.
They should pay us in return for that
monopely something more, at any rate,
than they have paid us in the past.
I do not qnite kmow what the total would
be that would be received from the right to
gell lignor for the firgt 20 years, but it should
mean & considerable amount more than we
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have received in the past. I hope the House
will agree to that proposal, because it will
mean between £40,000 and £150,000 from this
source,

The Sinking Fund,

I want to refer to our sinking fund. We
have contributed from revenue £4,767,688; in-
terest on these investments amounts to
£1,992,124, and discounts on- purchases, ete.,
£899,232, or a total of £7,659,054. Thia
money is invested in our own stocks to the
extent of £6,265,369, and in other stocks to
the cxtent of £1,376,195. The contributions
for last year totalled £342,277, and the in-
terest on investments aml discounts amounted
to £460,761. The total sinking fund improve-
ment for the year was £803,038. During the
last 10 years our sinking fund has improved
by the amount of £3,178,106. During the
same period the deficit has bheen £4,786,728,
or. less than the total amount of the sinking
fund by £391,878. This sinking fund has to
be kept intact and it will help to balance the
ledger without onr having to make any pay-
ment. It is well that this should be known,
becaunse there are so many croakers who go
about the country saying that the position is
8o much worse. As a matter of fact it is
no worse than it is in other parts of the
world. For instance, there is hardly a rail-
way company in the world that can be said
to be paying its way at the pregent time. In
Australiz alone the losses on the railway sys-
tems are consgiderable. I believe also that the
Canadian, South African, and British rail-
ways are not paying at the present time. We
often have our financial position compared
with the financial position of the rest of
Australia. I would point out that whilst
the other five States had a sinking fund tatal-
ling £4,932,080 at the 30th June, 1920, West-
ern Australia’s sinking fund totalled at the
enidl of the same period £6,848,826, Whilst
during the past 10 years the other five States
contributed: between them a sum of
£2,377,736 towards the sinking fund, Western
Australia contributed an amount totalling
£4293513, Tt will be seen, therefore, that
the sinking fund set aside by Western Aus-
tralia is much greater than the ginking fund
set aside by all the other States of Australia
put together, and those States are borrowing
geven or cight times more than we are doing.

Imports and Ezports.

I would like to refer to the industrial and
commercial position. The imports for the
vear 1919-20 totalled £12,368,331, while in
the year 1920-21 the ﬁgures were £14,851,051.
This increase is due, of course, to some ex-
tent to the increase in the cost of produets.
Our exports, excluding gold, for the year
1919-20 amounted to £12,619,962, and for
1920-21 the total was £10,442,220, TUnfor-
tunately, there is a difference of over two
millions, whilst the increase in the imports
waa also considerably over two millions.
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Gold shows a conmsiderable decrease in 1920
21 over the previous year, The figures for
last year were £1 369,2.-}4 while those for
1919-30 were £3 ,448,828.  The clearing house
figures from the st January to the 1Ist
August, 1020, were £47,739,972, while for the
uorrospondmg period of this year the total
was £40,358,804, a decline of £7,181,668. I
merely pomt to these figures as an indieation
of the loss of trade we have suffered Juring
the past 12 montha.

The North-West.

During the year we established a depart-
ment to control the North-West, It is not

a very c.gensive department, but its activi-
ties should be fairly considerable. Hon.
members know there is not a very great
annual expenditure in connection with the
North-West, though there has been of -course
considerable capital expended there, The
department was creatgd in December of last
year, and it will be worked in co-relation
with other departments, There are special
conditions applying to the North-West that
do not apply to other parts of the State. I
visited a portion of the North-West in May
of this year, and I ean eay that until I went
there T had no idea of the magnitude of that
part of Western Auwstralia, or of its possi-
bilities, and I fear that, in common with most
other members, I had not very much idea of
what could be done there until I visited the
place. It is true that T had not a great oppor-
tunity to sec as much of the country as I
would have liked, because of the floods, but I
did look fairly closely into the pearling in-
dustry and the coastal industries. We have
appointed a resident Commissioner, Mr.
Brockman, who commenced his duties in
August, and who is now engaged on an ex-
tended tour of inmspection with Mr. Tindale,
the engineer for the North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: Are there any more of
that family left, because I see there is a
vacancy advertised in the Northern Terri-
tory?

The PREMIER: Mr. Brockman will take
over the responsibilities of the Works De-
partment in the North-West. He will have
power to deal with minor mntters at once.
Questions of any importance will, of eourse,
be referred to the Minister. The Loan FEsti-
mates will provide funds for works which
will be under the direction of the Comunis-
gioner.  Speeial attention will be paid to
tropical agriculture, It is neeessary that we
should produce such things as bananas, pine-
apples, peanuts, and other articles of tropieal
production, more e¢specially since the Tederal
Government have inereased the duties so con-
siderably. What we propese to do is to get
enough men there to produce for the require-
ments of Western Australia. Tt ix doubtfnl
whether we shall be able to produce enough
tropical produce for export., Areas ate to De
selected and surveyed at once, and an in-
structor will be appointed shortly.
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The Eimberleys.

We have been exploring in the Kimberleys
lately. Mr. Easton is there at the present
time and we expect his report shortly. I be-
lieve it wili contain useful information. The
vagt areas of country which he is inspecting
should be brought to use. The loeating of a
snitnble harbour i3 another important matter,
which is engaging attention there. Pedig'raed
shorthorn ecattle are being provided for
Moola Bulla and for Ascot, and their progeny
will be available to pastora.hsts This will
mean an improvement of stock breeds. A
number of people travel through the North-
West, and except in very few places there
are no hotels at which those people can
stay. Something should be dome to pro-

vide accommodation in the way of
overland shelters. We are supposed to
have considerable areas of pine forests

in the EKimberleys. These forests are being
investigated and T hope they will be worked
before very long. Altogether there is great
scope for the newly appointed Commigsioner.

Education.

With regard to education, we spent last year
£490,160, while this year it is expected that
we shall spend £529,946, an increase of
£39,786, This increase is largely accounted
for by salaries, which last year were not
paid because of the strike, as well as pay-
ments at the Narrogin Farm School, new
schools, and an increased staff. We do not
propose anything new in conneetion with this
department except expenditure on such schools
as are already in existence or expenditure on
small schools which must be opened. There
are 684 schools open, and the number of
children attending those schools is just ap-
proaching 50,000, The Royal Commission
which sat recently reported that, ‘‘having
made full ingeiry . . . we are convineed that
the department’s estimates cannot be regarded
as affording opportunity for material redue-
tion.”” The Commission also urged, subjeet
to financial circumstances, the establishment of
an agricultural college and the extension of
educational facilities for the adolescent.
There is no chance of creating that agrieu)-
tural college, nor of extending our system
of edueation, but what we must do is to keep
the present system going, and that is being
done this year by the additional expenditure
of £39,786.

The Land Policy.

I would like to refer now to our land policy.
We have sold 9,197,099 aeres, under C.I.
conditions we have digposed of 7,544,062 acres,
under grazing lease 5,887,426 acres, and
nnder pastoral lease 254,688,287 acres. There
are stiil in the hands of the Crown 342 miilion
acres of pastoral lands and 26,500,000 acres
in the south-western part of the State. Of
course the pastoral areas quoted—perhaps
not more than one-half would be suitable at
the present time for leasing and for develop-

[34]

047

ment as pastoral holdings. In the South-
West we still have a considerable area of
land to setl. During the past two years we
have inspected about 176 million acres of our
pastorzl land. These inspections arc made
in order that the land may be appraised
under the amended Land Aect. Last year 45
million aeres were inspected in the North-
West. We anticipate before long completing
this inspection and completing zlso the ap-
praisement of our pastoral leases, To date
we have appraised 87 million aeres, and for
this year 75 million acres. A number of ap-
peals have been lodged against the appraise-
ment. Of these the board has heard 108,
while 56 more are pending, We have c]ass:-
fled also a great deal of land hetween the
onter edge of the eastern wheat belt and the
rabbit-proof femce. In all 4,750,000 acres
have bheen classified, 660,000 being first class,
and 600,000 second class, We are inspecting
land from Southern Cross southwards, I do
not know whether those lands will prove fit
for settlement as wheat farms, but certainly
we ought to get many grazing farms in that
distriet. We propose to survey forest land
between Burracoppin and Westonia. We have
surveyed a considerable area at Eaperance,
A number of blocks are already open, and a
number in course of survey, About 400 in
all will he surveyed. We have surveyed
1,000 blocka in the South-West, Al this work
has meant considerable oxpenditure.  Last
year we dealt with 2,620 applieations for
1,468,046 acres of rural land, ss against
2,870 applications for 1,726,505 acres this
vear, Last year we sold town and suburban
blocks to the number of 797, whereas this
year we have sold 1,066 blocks. Applications
for pastoral leases last year numbered 2890,
comprising 18,961,478 " aeres, whereas this
year there have beem 335 applications for
20,308,474 acres. These increases are very
gratifying, and will mean a great deal to
the State. I should like to see the whole of
the pastoral areas of the North allocated to
cultivation, We have surveyed this year
926,334 acres as against 735,307 acres last
year,

The Agricultural Bank und the T.A.B.

The Agricultural Bank lus outstanding
£2,083,287. There are 8,044 clients, the
averalre advance outstanding being £371.

The Industries Assistance Board, which was
established to assist the farmers through a
period of drougbt, is now being used to ad-
vapce to our soldiers, The Aect lends itself
to that work. The indebtedness on the 31st
Mareh last was £1,317,514. Since then we
have received £736,174, so that the unet
indebtedness is really £581,340. We have an
estimated equity in wheat pools of £272,000.
The area under c¢rop by board clients is
588,154 acres, and we expect to get
from the crop at least £1,400,000, Since its
ingeption in 1914 the board  has paid Gov-
ernment departments £880,824. Sometimes
we discuss the amount owing by the board’s
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elients to outside ereditors. It is a serious
matter for the creditors, because they have
had to wait all these years for their money.
Their original elaim was £678,228. ‘They
have heen paid £334,595, and they have out-
standing £343,633. I shonld be glad if this
could be paid off. Those crediters have been
very patient. As the result of the board’s
work they have received a considerable sum
of money which otherwise they wounld not
have got. Since the ineeption of the board
the assisted settlers hare produced and de-
livered to pools nearly 20 million bushels of
wheat, worth £4,064,682. So it will be seen
that the board’s work has been very bene-
fieial to the State. Of course it has been par-
tievlarly helpful to the assisted farmers, but
also the £5,000,000 has been very useful to
the State. Most of the farmers under the
board have made big efforts, and before very
long the great majority of them will be free
of the board. Many of them have paid off
their accounts, men whose positions seemed
quite hopeless a few years ago. If it were
not' for the amount owing to the outside
credifors, the genmeral position would be very
satisfactory. In the early stages of the
board’s experience necessarily some losges
were made, but to-day all current accounts
are quite sound. T do not know how far we
ghall be able to meet the claims of outside
creditors out of the coming crop, but I hope
to see a material reduction in the aggregate
amount.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will make no
advances for bulk handling until the elaims
of outside creditors have been met?

The PREMIER: The claims of outside
ereditors must come first. Their position
must not be prejudiced in the slightest de-
gree. No assistance will be given to the ele-
vator company without the authority of the
House. I hope the company will get into
operation and will prove successful even if
they should require a little assistance under
the T.A.B. My friend will have an oppor-
tunity for approving or disapproving before
any money is paid over, and I can assure him
that the position of the outside ecreditors will
not be in the least degree prejudiced by as-
sistance rendered to the buik handling scheme,

Soldier Settlement.

On the settlement of soldiers we have spent,
from the Agricultural Bank £3,227,471, and
throngh the Lands Department £658,326, or
a total of £3,885,797. In all 4,091 soldiers
have been settled. We have approved expen-
ditnre by the Agricultural Bank to the total
ol £3,919,556, and our total commitments un-
der all headings for aoldier settlement amount
to £4,577,882, The average commitment per
head is £1,118, but this includes all expendi-
tore on work in connection with settlement,
sneh as drainage ete. We shall settle our
men in this State at about an average per
head of £1,100, which will compare favour-
ahly with the cost of settling soldiers on tha
land in any other part of Australia. It is
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true that Queensland has settled 4,310 men,
but many of them are on comparatively small
holdings, Our soldiers are doing well, many
of them remarkably well. During this week-
end T saw & number of them ard their hold-
ings. They will be 2 great asset to the State,
T doubt if any other 4,000 men in Western
Australin are working as hard as those 4,000
soldiers.

Hor. W. C. Angwin: It would have been
better if 2,000 of them had been on Crown
land.

The PREMIER: I admit that. Tt would
be even a greater advantage to have 2,000
other people on Crown land. It was impos-
sible to put the eoldiers on Crown land, be-
cause no preparation had been made for them
when they returned. Apart from that, it was
decided that they should be settled az near
as possible to the districts whente they en-
listed. The Agricultural Department has
been reorganised’ to a considerable extent,
Bome savings have been made, and the ae-
countancy has been placed under the Lands
Department. It is proposed to appeint three
qualified assistant agricultural advisers for
outaide advice on holdings. If anything is
wanted in our State, settled as it is largely
by men who went on their holdings with but
very little agricuitural experience, it is this
adviee which it i3 now proposed to supply.
In addition to the three qualified assistant
advisers, the Minister for Agriculture intends
te appoint some boys who can be trained to
assist in this work.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Minister for
Agriculture is a very good man.

The PREMIER: T agree with that, The
expenditure of the department will not be
much increased by these changes. While we
shall be able to proffer advice to a greater
extent than before, there will be fewer clerks
employed.

The Wheat Beit.

On the wheat belt the area uader erop this
year is approximately 1,850,000 acres. It
would have been greater but for the rain that
fell in the early part of the year. We ex-
pect to have at least 13,000,000 bushels of
wheat. Personally, I think it will be con-
siderably more than that., There has been a
congiderable inerease in the area under wheat,
about 100,000 acres, There has been an in-
crease in development all along the line, ac-
companied by inereased values in the farms.
Mueh good work has been done by the de-
partment in inducing farmers to adopt im-
proved methods of cultivation and to sow
better wheats, This year the green feed is
abundant. But for the difficulty in conmee-
tion with the Fremantle Meat Works, we
should have had a considerahle trade in the
export of frozen lambs. In the South-West
there is a great deal to be done. We have
apent a considerable amount in the develop-
ment of the South-West during the past year.
There must be drainage before there can be
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irrigation. We propose to assist farmers in
their draining by making available for hire
a ditching machine, We have experimented
with bottle brush country near Albany. If
the experiment proves satisfactory, it will
serve to bring a very large area of land
cheaply under eultivation, The dairy expert
is of opinion that we shall be producing suffi-
cient butter for onr own use within the
next four years. I hope we shall Tb
is not much to our credit that we are
not doing it now. Last year the butter
factortes distributed £150,000, and it is ex-
pected that this year the amount will show
an inerease of 30 per cent, Butter and baeon

factories and farm butter -have produced over

£250,000 worth. [Factories are now open at
Northam, Narrogin, Gnowangerup and Al-
bany, and a new factory will open at Ger-
aldton within a few days. Cream is being
supplied to these factories by 2,000 farmera.
The little Government butter factory at Bus-
selton produced 130 tons of butter last year
and made a profit of £1,352, which was un-
usual for a Government coneern.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: Where do they pro-
cure the butter used at Parliament House?

The PREMIER: I do not know. Ask the
Speaker.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt is not so good as
the Bunbury butter. ’

The PREMIER: The area under fruit is
inereasing, Last year 22,792 acres produced
1Y million eases, valued at £707,658, We
exported only 187,905 cases, because the re-
frigerating space available was so short, 1
hope that shipping will be more plentiful in

the coming year and that we shall be able,

to send away much more fruit. Tt is import-
ant that we should bring moeney into the
State by every possible means. If we can
export our fruit and get cash for it, 80 much
the better for all the people of this State.
We have experienced trouble in past years
owing to the rabbits having destroyed eon-
siderable areas of crop. This year very little
erop has been destroyed. I do not knaw what
has happened to the rabbits, hut there ap-
pears to be a marked decrease in their num-
bers. Wild dogs are much in evidence and,
as it is impossible to get wire netting to pro-
tect the sheep, a nnber of farmers have had
to go withount stock. There has been a great
saving to the State by reason of the produe-
tion of high class sheep for the North-West;
4,000 rams were sent to the North from the
Great Sounthern, while 2,000 more were im-
ported. The fall in the price of wool has

been a sericus matter, but the position in-

this connection is improving. T hope that the
freezing works which have been erected at
Fremantle and Carnarvon will be able to
commence operations before very long. At
the moment the ecost of operating these
works would be too great to admit of profit-
able working, because the price of meat is
g0 low. Thia state of affairs will not last,
however, and these works should be in opera-
tion before long. '
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Wheat Production and Pool Returns.

I have already referred to the area of land
alienated, The total area of land improved
is 7,573,453 acres, of which 4,672,398 acres
have been cleared. We have under wheat this
year abont 1,545,026 acres, or 100,000 acres
more than last year. I have quofed these
figures to show that we have not improved
the lands which have been sold to anything
like their full extent. It would be a simple
matter in the near future to double the area
cleared and even to double the area under
erop. It ought not to require any great effort
or any great period of time to accomplish
this, and if it were done I am sure that our
financial troubles would be over. The wheat
pool has been established for six years, during
which times there has been delivered to the
pool 64,281,076 bushels of wheat and certi-
ficates have been issued and payments made
to the amount of £16,277,987. The interest-
ing part of this statement is the estimate that
the amount still to come from the pool to the
growers of this State is approximately
£1,750,000. _

The Minister for Agriculture: That repre-
sents the equity remaining.

The PREMIER: Yes, and it i a very
large sum. T hope that this money will be
fertheoming soon. The Australian wheat pool
has been closed down and as soon azs the
wheat on hand is sold this money should
come to our farmers. The payment of such
a large amount to the farmers of this State
would make a very considerable difference to
the position here.

ERailways, Tramways, and Water Supplies.

T have discussed the position of the rail-
ways at great length aircady, but I want to
impress upon mewbers that gur railway opera-
tions last year eost the State a very consider-
able sum of money. The total deficit for the
year is due to the loss on our invested money
and a great portion of it is dne to the loss
on the railways. Last year the railways eost
the State no less than £594,862; this year it
is estimated that they will eost the State
£404,700, or an improvement over last finan-
cial year of £190,000. 1t is reasonable, of
eourse, to expect that the tonnage ecarried
over the railways will increase considerably
year by year. Last year, however, the iu-
crease in tonnage over the previous 12 months
was only 5,000 tons. This is explained by the
fact that a great deal of the wheat and wool
produced last year is still in the country. The
railways have had to meet tremendous in-
ereases in working expenses made up of
higher wages and higher cost of fuel and
materials totalling m all £392.500, T believe
that we in this State pay several shillings
2 ton more for eozl than the Government ot
New South Wales. Last vear the tramways
showed a loss of £3,031, but this year it is
eatimated that they will make a profit ot
£7,855. The goldfields water scheme natur-
ally ia suffering by reason of the closing down
of . some of the mines. Last year the scheme
returned a revemne of £195,975, while this
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year the estimated revenue is £180,850, or a
decrease of £15,125. Owing to the slump in
mining the mines at Kalgoorle and Kanowna
will pay much lesa for water than they did
in the previous year. The water shortage in
the metropolitan area will, I think, be met
by the success of the bores at Oshorne Park,
whirh will yield an extra supply of over four
million gallons per day doring the coming
stmmer.

Mineral Production.

The gold production has been a magnificent
thing for Western Anstralia. To the end of
August the gold produced was valned at
£144,836,674. Coal of an aggregate value of
£2,939,912 has been produced in Western
Australia, and it is worthy of note that the
year 1920 showed an increased value for the
12 months of nearly £80,000. The total of
other mineral production to the end of Au-
gust last was £7,702,817, all of which bas
meant work for a considerable number of
men. Though the number of employees ig
smaller than in the palmy days, our mining
industry is still a magnificent thing for the
State. Western Australia continues to pro-
duce more gold than all the rest of the Com-
monwealth put together, Unfortunately,
the yi~'d is decreasing to some extent. Dur-
ing tl:: 12 months ended December last the
gold production was valued at £2,624,427,
while during the eight months ended August,
1921, the value was £1,482,520. Our produe-
tien of copper, lead, and other minerals has
asvisted to make up some small portion of
the decreased gold output, but of course not
anything like sufficient to counterbalance the
shortage. Asbestos is now being produoced,
and to date between £5000 and £6,000 worth
bas been sold. Tt ia hoped that this industry
will de something for Western Australia. T
do not know that T can say much about the
o0il prospecting in the Kimberley country and
at Bremer Bay, except that I bope that il
will be discovered apeedily and as speedily
worked. Many licenses to search have been
issued, and many prospecting parties are out.
We agsist many prospeciing parties who go
out in seareh of gold and other minerals. T
do not know whether the coal on the Irwin
will prove as good as the coal at Collie, but
if it docs we shall be able to save a consider-
able sum of money in connection with the
ronning of onr railways in the north. Last
year we advanced £33,206 for the develop-
ment of mining as apainst £25,024 in the
previous year. Our State batteries have done
a great deal towards opening up the mining
resonrces of this conntry, and we have spent
a tremendous amount of money in this direc
tion. There are 28 batteries operating whieh
to the end of 1920 represented a capital ex-
penditure of £384577. ~We have lost on
working £91,790, but when it is remembered
that the output has represented no less than
£5,433.463, it will be admitted that we have
been compensated to some extent for the loss
ineurred. Tt is hoped that shortly a battery
wilt be in operation at St. Tves.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Service.

I have already told the Committee that I be-
lieve the administration of the Civil Service
on the part of the higher officials is very
ntueh keener than it was formerly. Ministers
of course have to control the departments,
but they have to control them throngh the
members of the senior staff. I believe that
a wrong system had grown up in the Publie
Service, in that senior officers ceased to con-
trol to the extent expected of them. This
wag no doubt due to the frequent changes in
Government, Too often it appeared there
was an idea that there was no very great
need to pay serious attention to the
criticism of a Minister becanse the idea
seemed prevalent that the Minister would
go first and before there would be time
to get rid of the officials at fanlt. Offi-
cers must get this idea out of their minds.
They must realise that evenm though there
might be frequent changes, government will
continue.  Ministers cannot satisfactorily
manage the departments except through the
genior ataff, and unless the members of the
senior staff are capable, we can achieve very
Little in the way of reorganisation or economy.
Let me say that these officers are doing their
work as never before. If semior men prove
incapable of deing all they should de, tbey
will have to make way for others. We can
submit to having our departments controlled
only by men .who are interested and capable.

Development of Secondary Industries. '

Secondary indunstries have shown an appre-
ciable development during the past year, We
have cement works established and doing well
for the State. We have asbestos gheet and
slate works; we are making cement pipes
and we have glasg bottle works. These works
distribute £108,000 annually in wages and
uge material of a value of over £150,000, It
is interesting to note that secondary indus-
tries are springing up in this State. We can-
not afford to put all our eggs in one basket.
It is very much better that there should be
a spread of industry. Personaily I am very
glad to find these industries making their ap-
pearance, and even if they d¢ mean an in-
crease in the number of people who live in
the city, T hope they will mean a deerease in
onr importations from Eastern Australis.
What we desire is to manufacture so far as
we possibly can all our own requirements.

Immigration,

The immigration policy is naturally a very
important one to this State because there is
great need for development in Western Auna-
tralia. We are limited of course by finance.
I think the Federal Government shoull re-
member that their taxation is severcly handi-
capping our opportunities. Tt is trune that
the development of the State and the respon-
sibility for building up the population de-
volves upon the Btate. The cost of all this
is borne by the State. The advantage, how-
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ever, is very much with the Federal Govern-
ment. If Australia is to be developed, it
must be developed by the States, and there-
fore the Federal Government should share
in the cost. We cannot borrow large
sums of money for development purposes
without seriously handicapping our finances.
What we are asking the Federal Government
to do is to share the burden of interest over
the first few years of settlement of people on
the land. If the Commonwealth would put up
one half of the interest which we would have
to pay for the money needed, I think we could
afford to pay the other half and to wait the
four or five years before getting any great
return from the money. When we settle
people on the land, especially in the South-
West, we have to wait a considerable time
before we get any return from the money
expended. I believe that the Federal Govern-
ment will consent to take some share of this
burden. If they do, it will mean that ws ghall
be able to do very much more in the way of
jmmigration than we are doing now, Under
existing conditions, the cost is all with the
State while the benefit is with the Federal
Government. As a matter of faet a man can-
not escape contributing to the Commonwealth
revenue five minutes after he lands in Wes-
tern Australia, The first cup of tea or glass
of beer he drinks means a contribution to the
Commonwealth Government, whereas the
State advantage comes only after years of
work and great expenditure from the State
funds. I have nothing more to say upon the
financial position.

General.

In conelusion 1 should like to repeat that
but for strikes and other troubles last year
our deficit would not bave exceeded £400,000.
Any inerease in production from the soil will
mean an increase i our railway earnings.
The area under erop has increased, and our
wheat yield promises well. Our timber trade
may be regarded as normal, but our other
primary industries are under a cloud. The
copper output has been reduced, sandalwood
and pearl shell are practically unsaleable, and
it ia almost impossible to sell any meat out-
side the State. Wool has been selling at a low
price, and generally speaking trade has been
bad. The position is improving so far as the
price of wool is concerned, and matters are
looking more promising in other directiona.
I de not suppose we shall be able to export
any meat from either the Wyndham, Fre-
mantle. or Carnarvon works. I do not know
what will happen with regard to pearl shell or
sandalwood. No one can say. I believe that
ordinary trade will gradually improve and
that our industries will by degrees look up,
For the past six months merchants and store-
keepers have been reducing their stocks, The
public have been on strike against purchasing
at these prices, and will not buy unless they
muost do so. Whilst this may be said to be
good for the country it is ceriainly bad for
our revenue, for railways and taxation. There
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is some hope that there will be an inerease in
the coal bunkering trade from Collie. Every
effort must be made to develop that trade, I
do not know whether our lead and copper
mines will be working soon, but we aincerely
hope this will be the case. We can, I suppose,
do something to restore activity in the
sandalwood and pearl shell industry; at all
events we hope to do eo.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you keep on in that
strain you will be callad & pessimist.

*The PREMIER: I am merely setting out
the facts, Last year we spent a great deal of
money in preparing land for settlement, which
is proceeding apace. New pastoral areas are
being leased, and large areas are being cleared
in the wheat belt. There is active settlement
going on in the South-West,

Local Manufactures.

I am alse informed that the output of our
butter and bacon factories has largely in-
creased, and that new factories are being
opened up. Manufactures are being estab-
lished and inereasing in number, An impor-
tant factor that is operating against us is our
imports from the Eastern States. Last ycar
we imported from that source £7,619,703
worth of goods, and only so0ld te them
£1,332,415 worth of goods. It ought not to be
neeessary to impert so much into Western
Australia, and the @ifference between the im-
ports and the exports is altogether too great.
Probably the increase in the imports from the
Eastern States is due in & great measure to
the increased value of many of the articles
brought in. Gradually we are producing and
manufacturing more and more of our require-
ments, but we are going along too slowly.
Our public utilittes are capable of much
greater activity if the demand is put upon
them. If we could only use them to a greater
extent the future wonld be assured. The diffi-
eulty is to stand the strain until the change
oceurs.

The Work of the Govermwment.

I claim that the Government have done
gatisfactory work during the past year, Qur
goldier settlement scheme has been well
managed and employment has been fairly well
provided. Land settlement has been active
and land improvement progressive, whilst the
departments have responded to the tightening
up of contrel. We have perhaps given too
much in free services. TFinance has been and
is very difficult. We are paying by way of
increased wages and salaries £824,750 a year
more than we were paying two years ago. I
desire to arknowledge the work and the help
that has been accorded to the Govern-
ment by members of this Chamber. It is
only right that the State should be assiated
ag far as possible by every hon. mem-
ber. It i3, however, unusual to find so much
assistance’ accorded to the Government from
all sides of the House and from every party
represented in it, Tt is right, of course, that
members should concern themselves closely
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with our financial position and our work ot
development, It is not possible for the public
to have a very wide and general knowledge
of public affairs, because they have little op-
portunity sfforded to them of studying the
question. On the other hand, we have our
reports and we have our officials, and we
know what is going on.

Hon. W, C, Angwin:
our reports.

The PREMIER: The public have not any
of them,

Hon. P. Coliier:
of them to-day.

The PREMIER: The hon. member haa
quite enough to keep him going for the next
three months.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: I want to see somp
reports that we have not had for two or
three years.

The PREMIER: The public canuot clearly
onderstand the finanecial position from the
published returns. Least of all ean they
understand how it is we have this defieit. 1
have endeavoured to explain this evening that
one must expect eriticism. I believe the Gov-
ermment have succeeded in doing as well as
eould be done the work cxpected of them.
Our soldier settlement scheme has been well
managed and suceessfully earried out. Men
have been kept employed, and our manage-
ment of affairs has I feel been satisfactory.
There remains, however, thiy deficit, due to
the causes I have set forth, and to the po-
sition being what it is. There is undoubtedly
a falling off in trade, and there has been a
decreage in activitics in many directions due
to the fact that we cannot export mueh of
the material we have been in the habit of
doing. I suppose ne one can control that. 1
do not objeet te eriticism, We¢ have our
crities; we must have them,

We have some ot

We have had a budget

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
them.

The PREMIER: Some of our critics
would no doubt be more useful if they were
better informed. I do not know how that
difficulty is to be got over. Im this great
and free country everyone believes that they
are perfectly competent to criticise Govern-
ment, Ministers and members of Parliament.
When I meet some of these people I am re-
minded by them that all the fools are not in
Parliament,

Hon. P. Collier:
is true, too.

The PREMIER: T do claim that as far as
has been possible we have conducted the af-
fairs of the country on economic and satis-
factory lines. We have done the best that it
has been possible to do for the people, and
if we have not succeeded in pleasing them
we have at all events tried to do our duty by
them. T know it has been impossible to
carry on during the past year or so as satis-
factorily in some directions as was possible in
the years that have gone before. That waa
only to be expeeted. We are bound to suffer
in some respect or other as the result of
the war, We are heing affected by the after-
math of the war. We have to pay dearily for
the war and we are still paying for it. How
long we shall have to go on paying I am
unable to say. The people of this country
are striving to got baek to normal conditions.
That is not easy to do. The financial posi-
tion throughont the world is so upside down
at the moment that it is almost impossible
to restore trade to its old prosperity. I have
pleasure in moving the first item of the
Estimates—

Legislative Council, £973.

Progress reported, and leave asked to wit
again on the 4th October.

Monger providea

That is a nasty one. It
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[Return- No. 1.]
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1920-21, COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE,

Rm. £ £
The actual amount received was ... - vee ... 6,789,565
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was T ... 6,606,404

Or a total net under-estimate of .. ... . o . - 183,181

EXPENDITORE, ‘ £ £
The artual amount expended was e 1,476,201
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was v« '1,005,8Y7

Or a pet under-estimate of ... - 470,474

‘ Derans
REVENUE. EXPENDITURE.
Heaps, Over- Under- Over- Under-
Estimate. | Estimate. | Estimate, | Estimate,

TaxaTIoN— £ £ £ £
Land Tax ... e vee s . as 7,791 vee
Licenses . . en s . - e 1,020 .

., Income Tax es s - . e . 69,320
Dividend Duty ... - . e - 99,969 R
Totalisator Tax ... 7,447 -
Stamp Duty . ... 2,696
Probate Duty 22,503
Commonwealth 11,866

TERRITORIAL, ETC.—
Land Revenue e . .. ee 13,638

Mining ... .. e e e o 5,082
Timber .- Jon . . 11,796 s
Law Courts ... 2,710 e

DEPARTMENTAL— .

Premier . . s e ey 12,782

Colonial Trensumr - o e . s 16,983 32.920
Minister for Lands 1,306 17,454

Minister for Mines e e 1,888 5,884
Minister for Mmea—WoodB a.nd Foresta 829 2,374
Minister for Education ... 1,635 34,038
Minister for Agriculture ... 360 1,359

Minister for Public Health 2,636 16,652
Attorney General ... " 187 3,782
Colonial Secretary .. e - . . 10,640 21,871
Minister for Works - . s 793 7,626
Printing . e 5,791 17,606
Police 854 641

Bpecinl Acts... 20,264

Residue 1,322 623

TBADING AND BUsINESS— :
Railways ... 36,339 e 231,276

Tram“ra.ys 11,000 25,054
Electric Works ... 10,690 20,050

Fremantlie Harbour Trust 12,469

Bunhury Harbour Board 3,000
State Batteries cee - s as . 8,717 3,645
Water Supply and Sewemge 17,054 20,801
State Trading Concerns ... 20,800

~ Yandanooks Estate e T e | $,112 4 439

Royal Mint . 5,995
Touriats, Cave Houses, ete. 384 1,152
Butter Factoriea ... . 3,408 2,048
(Government Refri mtmg Works ete 2,335 2,038
Aborigines Cattle Station s 709 3,801
Residue {net) 493 102

Totals ... e o res 124,981 308,142 26,703 497,177
. . ] A »

Net under-estimates ... £183,161 £470?£74
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[Return No, 2.]
REVENUE.
STaTEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM 101415 To 1920-21 awp EsTmMaTES PO 1921-22.
Heods. 1014-15. 1915-16.[ 1913-17.] 1017-18. | 1018-10. | 1010-20. | 1020-21. [ Effimated
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
TAXATIO
;Dlvldend Duty 93,016 103,685 105,554 100,462 133,082 144,748 244,089 180,00
Stamp Duty ... 084,308 64,858 67,035 80,719 112,104 173,543 177,404 175,000
Land Tax 36,483 47,711 42,431 63,388 34,132 46,415 57,791 65,00
© Intome Tax ... 80,846 91,630 80,6687 08,601 226,580 271,386 334,320 345,00
Taotalisator Tu 12,125 12,442 14,775 18,713 42,409 45,911 57,448 57,00
Probate Duty .. 40,156 284 40,063 38,710 40,320 121,951 42,408 70,000
Licenges s 44,288 43,448 40,812 34,083 40,325 40,243 41,020 151,00
Total ... .. | 371,882 { 407,958 | 402,987 | 440,456 | d20,081 | 844,197 | 085358 | 1,083,00
DEPARTMENTAL— -
Loand ... 206,808 322,870 252,223 267,368 300,604 330,740 342,362 350,000
Mining ... ... e 56,036 23,408 54 18,201 17,643 24,050 £4,1G8 24,721
Royal Mint ... 28,389 29,215 30,618 30,213 80,002 av318 23,005 17,00
Timber ... . 483,003 35,367 27,479 30,248 26,818 54,010 70,706 758, 00!
Departmental Fees, ete. 334,421 305,546 431,608 418,537 453,038 504,834 759,702 353 %
Law Courts ... 23,140 21,217 21,279 20,754 o7 23,407 25,210 0
Harbour Dues 36,952 34,564 37,384 31,705 32,930 36,790 40,159 45 50
Commonwealth 631,287 016,104 594,487 500,239 585 863 508,273 593 834 582.34%
Total ... . | 1,450,738 | 1,478,001 | 1,445,503 | 1,418,955 | 1,468,317 | 1,869,812 | 1,888,178 | 1,076,87
BORINESS UNDERTAEIRNGS—
Harbour Boards 115,739 102,234 87,355 85,168 106,287 157,087 185,470 185,00
Railways . 2,049,762 | 2,008,304 | 1,878,434 | 1,828,853 | 1,878,753 | 2,275,426 | 2,688,611 2,757,500
Tramways . 114 023 118,046 125,714 41,480 34,058 187,709 25,000 255,001
Batteries 30,562 70,014 61,200 80,355 57,876 49,067 89,467 54,101
Avondale, Hnr\rey. and
Yondonooks Estates,
et . . .. 17,545 28,270 26,875 29,346 19,529 14,885 12,020 14,08
Water Supply and
Sewernge - . 404,501 414,580 404,737 379,025 371,815 361,583 402,354 395,350
State Dairy Form 3,108 X 2,924 2,576 , 2,844 3250 601
Befrlgemt.lng “orks
ete. 15,668 20,377 30,651 27,542 28,7268 32,138 35,735 34,94
Tourist, Cave Housee _
etc. ... . 10,414 8,033 6,403 8,457 11,079 13,884 14,501
Eleetric “'orks 10,007 32,580 47,164 62,972 95,350 106,08
Butter Factorles ... 15,771 10,186 18,717 27,548 35,601
Total ... .. [ 2,758,018 | 2,865,848 | 2,635,750 | 2,610,059 | 2,675,130 | 3,174,007 | 3,758,680 | 2,858,531
TRADING CONGERKE—
Ferries ... 5,386 5,800 v
Hotels . 511 2?,051 i
Steamships - 101,919 158,187 |
Statue Fisll Supply 4,380 10,565 :
Saw M 303,118 236,518 .
Shlpment- of Nor -“"es?. : 83,417 { 137,668 172,343 175,605 187,342 184,70]
Cattle 26,835 |
Brickworks ... 091 10,220 \
Quarrices - .- 10,300 11,101
Mcat Stalla .. 20,275 30,272
Implement YWorks ~ ... 78,713 88,453 J
Total . .. | 658,117 | 605,081 93,417 | 132,866 | 172,343 | 175605 | 187,342 184,701
Graxp ToOTAL }£5,140,725 | 5,956,978 | 4,677,007 | 4,622,536 | 4,042,851 | 5,863,501 l 6,780,565 | 7,050,81(
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FROM 1914-15 TO 1920-21, AND ES’.I'IMATE FOR 1921-22.

Head. |1914-15. ‘ 1615-18. I 1018-17. | 1917-18. ! 1918-18. | 1918-20. ‘1020-21. E’gg{‘_‘;z“
£ 7 £ A £ £ £ £ £
Specinl Acte v e | L700,641 | 1,821,150 | 1,010,001 | 2,012,927 | 2,112,108 | 2,232,100 (2,416,585 [2,675,871
His Excellency the Governor 1,623 1,546 2,004 1,540 3,807 1,035 2,343 2,227
Pnrlmmei?ﬁnry and Exccutive 12,101 12,108 12,326 11,597 9.620 10,111 11,350 11,447
Councl .
Promier 1,480 1,326 ,488 1,744 1,708 a 11,540 | @ 24,044 10,462
Treasury 9,325 11,803 12,587 11,150 9,046 12,6027 11,687 14,422
Audlt 8,871 , 269 8,847 §,940 £.023 10,337 11,587 11,947
(hmpassionuw Allowanees.. 1,742 3,002 8,700 4,882 4,167 8,425 6,480 1,21¢
Government Motor Cars ... 8,770 2,698 2,566 1,868 1,450 3,008 2,500 1,364
Government Savings Bank. .. 22,067 21,240 21,752 21,515 22,428 26,474 50,470 32,193
Covernment Stores 14,087 15,368 13,350 10,980 12,172 14,810 15,580 19,271
Literary and Sclentific ... 11,130 9,353 10,597 10,442 2! 8,750 ,900 9,250
London Agency .. 4,748 7,938 8,472 7,871 8,210 10,840 | 12,5020 11,921
Public Service Commlssloncr 2,618 1,766 1,853 1,555 1,142 1,623 408 2,608
Taxatlon .. .. 12,351 14,305 17,861 18,001 21,040 25404 | 33,872 12,276
Workers” Homes ... 4,934 4,554 3,550 4,11 ,230 3,615 ,048 4,935
Miscellancous and Bufund.“- .- 45,244 47,784 & 90,203 48,717 47,338 75,210 77,873 07,339
Mines, Exploslvas, Geologienl, ,040 62,604 44,6 60,030 a? 302 63,957 73,551 70,458
cte.
Woods and Forests 10,458 B,585 10.088 11,220 10,87, 12,962 10,129 16,344
Loonds and Surv 62,003 45,565 16,280 48,328 44,7 56,816 | 00,182 | 102,956
Land Setﬁlement for S-oldlcrs . 2,880 14,432 11,753 14,300
Agricalture ... 24,801 .
&‘;"E‘“ and Vermin ... 5,9;0 48,275 57,600 54,438 62,455 68,410 | 658083 | 50,883
9,031
A%i:uguml “Bank and LA. 11,372 30,736 228,341 38,394 41,130 52,224 53,134 61,063
a
Crown Law and Branches .. 77,216 74,527 48,015 89,507 50,089 71,780 87,188 81,198
Education ... 312,200 317,656 334,132 353,793 366,054 414,330 | 450,180 | 520,046
Office of Colonlal Sccretary | c 26,834 0,252 31,180 32,207 57,322 855 | ¢ 37,718 8,892
Aborigtnes 10,259 340 9,710 9,422 12,447 8,13 10,423 0,827
Charities and Stntc Chlldmn 85,787 87,545 88,575 853,411 90,485 113,952 , 281 90,428
Fisheries ... .72 4,108 4,464 4,726 8,277 43 7,146 6,574
Gaols 21,659 22206 20,705 20,126 21,508 25,781 ,684 28,750
H}rl;ouur and nght- m:ld 28,108 23,758 26,247 27,087 19,587 21,985 22,479 21,980
ctties
I.ithogmphlc o 5,276 5,202 5,742 4,718 4,885 e [ ree
Lun 50,5685 59,197 42,770 60,533 84,578 80,146 097,422 04,018
Hedical and Hcﬂlth 109,802 118,808 131,087 129,922 155,673 210,868 197, 4640 | 177,210
Police .. 130,428 | 128,600 | 120,560 | 130,568 | 432,157 84,007 | 174829 | 179881
Println% . 42,703 40,937 44,484 36,085 38,216 54,749 8 B3 ' 75,640
Public Works ... 182,780 86,505 | 107,161 ,702 | 104,615 X 123,098 | 106765
Department of the North. . - . . 270 2,620
West
Total Departmental... | 1,387,136 | 1,360,081 | 1,470,550 | 1,440,324 | 1,486,392 | 1,808,201 |2,012,320 2,009,833
BUSINESS U\nxnmsts
Rollways ... .. 1,508,317 | 1,515,613 | 1,455,870 | 1,464,650 | 1,572,107 | 2,009,823 2,427,075 (2,288,200
Tramways ... . 75,287 2244 90,571 04,031 107 705 144,028 198,-36 212,145
State Botterics . 49,756 71,839 83,367 1,64 39,574 61,552 66,221 ,450
Water Supply 222,701 234,172 248,208 220,112 227,232 245,067 | 284,495 | 203,705
Yandanoaks.. o 29,248 33,022 26,771 §,261 10,041 8,84 4,541 3,000
Refrigerating Works, ate. ... 11,548 15,780 21,364. 19,078 19,009 20,605 24,238 27,800
Avondnlc anil Horvey Eat.n 1,481 4,510 , 708 ,708 ,376 1,853 461 1,500
Touw 3,805 11,857 10,231 6,415 8,476 10,985 13,115 12,766
Abol‘lglnea On.t.tle Stntlon 35,153 4,426 4,992 6,610 9,219 8,07 11,814 11,563
Elcc'mc Yorks ... " 8,252 20,488 28,207 43,019 83,088 05,007
te Dalry Farm .. 3,548 3,152 3,141 2,776 3,068 4,664 4,338 3,855
Bum_:r Factories ... . A 16,668 20,537 18,620 | 26,508 | 34,250
Trading Gongerms ... . 8,446 c .
Total Business . ... [ 1,015,884 | 1,075,724 | 1,956,544 | 1,034,415 | 2,064,720 | 2,586,383 3,245,173 [5,048,350
TRADING QOXOBENS.
Btate Steamors ... 109,117 136,502
State Brickworks ... 2,75 9,927 . 1,430
State Implement Works ... 142,300 150,875 .- . -
State Quarrios ... ... 11,384 A 1,450 .
State Sowmllls ... 411,004 | 231,862 .
State Holcls 26,472 28,407 . .. N
State Fish Sop les 8,265 14,702 . "
State Meat Stalls 30,220 28,215 . 3,200 . . .
Shipment of Nor’ -Woat Gn;ﬁblc . 84,288 - . e
5,744,168 | 5,774,408 | 5,338,001 | 5,428,235 | 5,883,720 | 6,626,783 7,674,058
Less Rebates, ete. ... 37,624 080,20 41,232 00,054 86,864 95,058 97,767 | 111,405
Total £} 5,708,542 I 5,705,201 | 5,278,764 | 5,328,279 | 5,506,865 | 6,531,725 |7,476,201 [7,622,038

a Includes transter from Miscellanegus.

Control of Trade.

Exchange, and Observatory.

d Incrense in rebates £3,001,

¢ Includ

ed under Printing,

b Includes £45,071 for loss on operatlons Royal Gommission

¢ Includes Public Gardens, B.eglst.ry, Friendly Societies, Immigration, Messengers'
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR YEAR 1920-21,

966

) Net result on Net result on
REVENUE. EXPENDITURE. Estimate and Year's Tran-
Actual. aactions.
nﬁﬁia. Actual, Ine, Dec. | Estimated| Actual. | Ine. | Dec. | Better. | Worse. [Surplus. cl?:f);
£ £ £ [ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ _r
Gavernmental ... | 2,708,036 | 2,843,534 1,737,239 , 1,814,920 -%
Trading Concerns | 166,642 | 187,342 E
* Special Acts 1,102,773 | 1,087,882 E‘*
2.872,518 | 3,030,878 |158,208 2,840,012 | 3,002,802 | 162,790 : 4492 28,074 3
)
Public Ut-ilif;iea .-} 3,733,826 | 8,758,689 2,831,749 | 3,144,807
Special Acts 1,334,056 | 1,328,682 ) !
3,733,826 | 3,763,689 | 24,863 4,185,805 | 4,473,489 | 307,884 | 282,821 | 714,800
Totals . |£6,606,404 | 6,789,565 | 183,181 7,005,817 | 7,476,291 | 470,474 ' 287,313 | 28,074 |714,800
Net ... } £686,726G
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SUBDIVISION OF ESTIMATED GOVERNMENTAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

Domestic—

Expenditure :
Education
Medical
Police
Gaols ...
Lunacy
Charity
Aborigines

Revenue :
Ordinary
Taxation

Adminisirative—

Expenditure :
Premier
Lands
Treasury
Agriculture
Works
Mineg

Colonial Seclet-u.ry

Nor'-West;
Industries

Revenue

General—
Expenditure :

Interest and other speclal Acts ...

Parliament

FOR THE YEAR 192i-1922.

Deficiency ...

Surplus ... .

Plus Deficiency on Domestic Section

Revenue—

Surplus from Administration
Commonwealth Revenue
Trading Concerns

Surplus on Gowernmental

£
520,946
177,210
. 179,881
28,750

04,918

90,428
.9,627

76,289
1,033,000

115,545
103,442

156,474

59,883

106,755

7,738

. 16,344
81198
63,546

2,629

2,720

1,204,227
11,394

1,305,621
LAT1

541,762
582,345
184,701

1,110,760

1,109,289
£1,471

716,274
1,318,036

£541,762

1,307,092

1,308,808

£1,716
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[Return No. §5.]

[ ASSEMBLY 5

OF ESTIMATED FINANCIAL POSITION FOR YEAR 1021-22,

SUMMARY
REVENDE, - EXPENRDITURE. NET Rr;sum‘.
Compsred with Compared with
— actual Revenue actual Expendi-
for 1920-21. ture for 1920-21. * De-
Estimate. : Estimate. Surplus. | ficiency.
In- De- In- De-
crease, | crease, creage. | cresse.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ . £
Governmental 3,104,371 . 1,808,428
" Special Acts 1,204,227
| 3,104,371 | 163,495 3,192,655 | 189,853 1,716
Public Utilities ... | 3,856,539 3,048,339
Sper * .xots 1,381,644
| 3,856,539 | 97,850 4,420,983 | 43,506 {573,444
Total 7,050,910 | 261,345 7,622,638 | 180,853 | 43,506 | 1,716 573,444
| . v I\ v -
Ner ... 146,347 571,728

[Return No. 6.]

STATEMENT SHOWING SPECIAL EXPENDITURE AND REDUCED REVENUE NOT
FORESEEN WHEN ESTIMATES WERE PRESENTED, YEAR 1920-1921.

Increased Other
Increased Loss
Department, Salary gga“';mﬁ Es,?e::lﬁ]]_ of Remorks.
or Wage. ditles. t-?.lte Revenue,
t
£ £ £ £
Civil Serviec 50,500 .-
Education 60,000 1,100
Raflways 205,500 28,000 N Conl.
Do. 43.000 Goneral supplies.
Do. .. 153,000 | Strike,
Tramways ... 17,000 i
Electricity ... 2,100 9 180 Coal.
Lunacy 7,008 0,000
Gaols 1,150 250
Aborigines . 500
]:lnrbour and Ltght 670, 2,000 | Shipping strike.
State Children . . 200 3,500 18, increass per day.
Immigration... . 1,950 Increased activity.
Labour Buresu . et 1,710 Unemployment.,
Hoaspitala 5,000 3,500 5,500 Increased 2ubsidies.
Homes 853 1,750
Health .- - 2,000 Pncumonle Influcnza.
Do. . . 1,000 Venereal Disease”
State Dairy 285
Mines 1,500 Incressed subsldy Mine Workers'
.- llef Fund.
But!.ﬁrme 1,000 ™ .
- 7,600 950 1,400 Incrensed Trovelling Allowance,
Goldﬂclda Water Supply - 18,000 20,000 | Strikes on Fields,
Metropolitan Water Supply 11,000 ISAU
" Total - 473,350 94,430 18,650 ! 181,000




{Return No. 7.]

[27 SEpirdifiie;1021,]

1950

s

STATEMENT SHOWING ANNUAL SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENCIES OF CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND, ALSO ANNUAL AGGREGATE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS
1900-01 to 1920-21.

Annual, Aggregate,
Year. Revenue. | Expenditure,
Surplus, Deficiency. Surplus. Deficiency.
£ £ £ £ £ £
Balance  30th
June, 1900 .. 12,372 -
1800-01 .. | 3,078,033 3,165,244 87,211 74,839
1001-02 3,688,049 3,490,026 188,023 . 123,184 ..
1602-03 3,630,238 3,521,763 108,475 231,659
180304 3,550,016 3,608,311 148,295 83,364
1904-05 3,615,340 3,745,225 129,885 - 46,621
19805-06 8,558,039 3,632,318 73,379 110,900
1906-07 3,401,354 3,490,183 §8,829 208,729
1907-08 3,376,641 3,379,008 e 2,365 211,094
1908-09 3,267,014 3,368,551 e 101,537 312,631
1909-1910 3,651,670 3,447,731 209,939 102,892
1910-15811 3,850,439 3,734,448 115,991 13,290
1911-1912 3,966,673 4,101,082 - 134,409 121,110
1912-1913 4,506,669 4,787,064 . 190,405 311,516
1913-1914 5,205,343 5,340,754 . 135,411 446,926
1914-1915 5,140,726 5,706,541 . 565,816 1,012,742
1915-1916 5,356,978 5,705,201 . 348,223 1,360,985
1016-1917 4,677,007 | 5,276,764 699,757 2,060,722
1917-1918 4,622,536 5,328,279 . 708,743 2,766,485
1918-1919 4,944,851 5,506,866 652,015 3,418,480
1919-1920 5,863,501 6,531,725 668,225 4,086,705
1920-1921 6,789,565 7,476,201 686,725 [ 4,773,430

[Return No. 8.]

SYNOPSIS OF BALANCE SHEET AT 30re JUNE, 1921, AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

Dr.

Londen County Westminster and

Parr's Bank
- ——=Commonwealth Government ..

Sinking Fund

Tressurer's Advance ..,
Geperal Loan Fund ...
Government of Viotoria

Saivnge Bank

Insurance Compl;.;lles Act Depomts

Trust and Deposit. Accounts genernlly

1921.
£ 3,

£

1,805,000 0
27,0378
7,142,692 0 1

369,167 14
5,918,475 4
245,000 0
2,457,005 11

- oW ;RO

1919, 1920,
£ a. d. £ a d.
106215 0 3 461,200 14 3
63,934 1°'11
6,157,257 17 6 .6,846,128 1 5
19,326 7 11
227,519 0 3 589,132 12 3
250,000 0 0
5,504,058 2 1 5,797,619 4 8
195000 0 O 220000 0 0
2,620,817 6 & 3,038,329 8§ 1¢
5

£15,143,128 16 4 £16,952,410

1

£18,665,367 17 11
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SyNopais or BavaxceE SoEPT AT 30rH JUNE, 1921, AND PREVIOUS YEBars—coabnued,

1919, 1920. 1921.
Cr, £ g d, £ 8 d. £ 5 d.
Soldiers’ Settlement—Advanoes by
Commonwealth Government 53,934 111
Investments . 12,499,632 10 8 13,510,060 6 4 14,642,012 5 4
Stores on hand 510,803 8 2 551,762 18 11 792007 3 0
Treagurers’ Advance, and obher Ad.
vanoes - 85422 T 1 524,871 0 5
Cash in hand—
Treasury ... o 7808 0 7 4,307 & 5§
Whent Certificates 723,349 9 11 164,118 13 2 41,965 5 6
Insurance Companies Act, Depoalts 5000 0 ©
General Account 191,029 8 5 768,581 18 2 351,680 18 7
Government Savings Ba.nk Account. 274,835 8 4 360,819 18 2 154,770 9 11
Fixed Deposits with Bank 10,000 0 O 10,000 0 0
Eastern States ... 85269 6 6 74,199 13 11 76,320 0 10
London ... 114,260 8 6 375,345 16 2 10,555 15 2
Remittances and Dmfts in tfmmtu 2,465 14 10
Consolidated Revenue Fund . 652,014 9 11 668,224 12 7 686,525 11 4
Deficiency Account ... 610,827 0 10 1,279,051 13 5
Sundry Debtors, ete. ... 3446 7 7 3036 18 1
£15,143,128 16 4 £16,952,410 1 5 £18,565,367 17 11

o Includes £691,500 tomporarily advanced for redemption of Debentures and Treasury Bonds.

[Return No. 9.]

STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH FROM
1909-10 TO 1920-21.

Payment Special 11"1::;3::!_ rg&l I
Year, per%liead, E;J.ya;fxf Properties Total.
at 3} per cent.
£ £ £ £

1909-10 703,723 . Nil » 703,723
1910-11 !;69,578a Nil 569,578
1911-12 365,614 232,265 40,648 638,627
1912-13 382,591 222 654 30,465 635,610
1913-14 400,855 212,751 97,358 640,964
101415 o ! 403,772 203,127 24,388 831,287
1615-16 o . I 308,076 183,544 24,485 616,105
1916-17 ! 386,008 183,974 24,485 504,487
1917-18 i 386,779 174,350 38,110 509,239
1918-19 o T 391,809 164,696 28,163 585.668
1019-20 1 414,068 154,937 29,268 598,273
1820- 21 - ! 419,448 145,287 29,099 593,834

Totals . .- ok 5,222,321 1,887,485 207,469 7,407,275

o Surplus Revenue returned.
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[Retorn No. 10,]
LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS.

£ £
Auythorigations to 30th June, 1920 ... 50,708,173
Do. for 1920-21 o e e e e e ‘. 4,581,549
Total Authorisations ... 55,300,722
Flotations—
General Loans ... 28,578,252
Local Debenturea ... 1,166,413
Local Inscribed Stock - ... 8,190,063
Treasury Bills . 5,541,940
Treasury Bonds and Tnscribed Stocl under Deﬁclency Acts ... 2,016,415
Commonwealth Advances ... e e vee e ve 3,540,980
—— 40,034,064
Balance available for Flotation ... 5,366,858
Actual Loan Indebledness— -
Grosa Debt on 30th June, 1920 ... ... 46,822,003
Flotation during year— '
Treasvry Bonds 30,000
Local Treasury Bills ... 200,570
Local Dehentures 9,658
Local Inscribed Stock e 108,265
Commonweszlth Advances, Solchers Sett!ement. ..o 2,089,883
—_— 49,260,379
Less Redemptions—
Bonds Loans, 1878, 1881-4 10,300
Commonwealth Advances, Soldiers’ Sett.lement 19,162
Local Debentures ... 84,160
Treasury Bonds ... 107,090
- 220,712
49,039,667
Sinking Fund (as on 3lst March) 7,641,584
Net Indebtedness, 30th June, 1921 41,398,103
L] £ 8, d.
Net Public Debt per head of Population on 30th June, 1921 ... o ¥124 15 11
Do. . do. do. do. 1920 ... .. 1N 7 3
Do. do. do. do, 1919 ... ... 18 7 0
Po. do, do. do. 1918 ... .. 118 0 8
Do. do. do. do, 1917 .., e 116 5 B
Do. do, do. do. 1918 ... o 10919 9
Do. do, do. do. 1915 ... o 101 12 10
Do. do. do. do. 1014 ... 94 4 11

Do. do. do. do, 1913 ... 85 17 2

] * Nore.—Compnred with the previous year, £2 16s. 11d. of the incrense is due to an adjustment in the figures

of the population ot the Census. When further.adjustments are completed, corresponding correctiona will be made
for the years 1913.20,
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[Return No. 11.]

LOAN FLOTATIONS, DEBT, AND EXPENDITURE ON 30ra JUNE, 1921

Actual
Works and Services. Flotations. | Indebtednesa Actual SaSh
on Works, apent.
£ £ £
Railways and Tramways (including Electric Power Statlon) 10,854,491 | 19,438,917 18,687,505
Harhours and Rivers ... . 4,149,524 4,083,231 3,931,854
Goldhields Water Scheme ... .. .. .. .| 2803078| 2901,818 2689824
Water Supply Generally s - . 1,589,052 1,581,223 1,382,047
werage . L270,604 | 1,270,597 1,120,682
Frection of State Batteries and Treatment. Pla.nts 307,160 305,767 287,532
Development of Goldelds ... . .- . 1,592,135 1,567,518 1,523,771
" Development of Agriculture ... . 4,690,472 4,642,357 04,574,698
Telegraphs " res - s 276,721 225,028 269,308
Roads and Brldges e . . 518,407 491,753 412,552
Public Buildings 877,387 869,070 854,199
Immigration ... . 63,314 62,752 ' b 56,392
Workera' Homes—Workmg Capltal 553,244 583,244 525,500
State Hotels . 58,382 58,382 61,540
State Steamships ... ... .. .. .. 272,448 272448 ¢ 271,972
State Saw Mills e 208,718 208,718 I 238,764
Agricultural Bank ... .. ... .. .. 1,647.283 | 1,647.283 | 1,672,816
State Implement Works 09,466 99,468 135,771
South Perth Ferries ... .. .. .. . 14,397 14,397 12,967
State Milk Supply 4,500 4,590 4,498
State Brickyards ... .. .. e aa 39,475 32,475 30,101
State Quarries ., . - . " 6,294 6,204 7,410
State Fish Supply ... 3,286 3,286 3,162
Crawley and Dalkeith Estalses Ha.rvey Estate, Abongmes

Stations, Savoy House, Purchase of Land at Nedlands,

‘and Purchase of House for Residence of Agent Geneml 123,760 123,760 103,502
Stores and Stock Suspense Accounts 114,469 114,469 105,000
Miscellaneous ... 73,423 73,423 71,260
Wyndham Freezing Works (Workl.ng Ca.pltal) 127,766 127,766 [ 200,000
Fisheries . . 10,402 10,402 | 11,774
Land Sett.]ement for Soldlers . 3,205,980 3,186,818 | 3,768,755

44 648,728 | 43,977,252 ' 43,014,954
Redemptions ... ... .. 671,476 °
Cost of Raising... e 1,599,606
Unexpended Balance cee . 369,168
Commonwealth Advances una-ilocu-ted 335,000 335,000 .

44,983,728 | 44,983,728 | 44,983,728

a. Includes £721,597, expended at Wyndham Freezing Wu;rka.

b. An additional amount of

£356,149 was expended upon Agricultural Immigration from Development of Agriculture,

RECONCILIATION WITH PUBLIC DEBT {RETURN No. 9).

Indebtedness as above ...

Locai Inscribed Stock, issued under Agncult-uml Bank Act.
r 1,566,000

for conversion of Morigage Bonds ...
Issues under Treasury Bonds Deficiency Act
Yssues under Ingurance Companies Act, 1918
Commonwealth Advances unallocated .

Gross Public Debt

£
43,977,252

2,016,415
245,000
335,000

.. 49,039,667



[Return No. 12.]
LOAN EXPENDITURE FOR 1920-21

COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS.

Undertakings. 1920-21. | 1919-20. | 1918-19. | 1917-18. | 1916-17. | 16915-16. | 1014-15. | 1913-14. | 1912-13. { 1911-12.
£ £ £ . £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Railways, including Land Resumptions ... 145,724 75,786 154,720 181,304 246,99 350,856 520,344 | 1,080,910 | 1,406,602 | 1,320,300
Tramwaye—Perth Electric ... 34,419 27,473 7,239 3,073 20,445 33,628 22,909 16,026 | 497,389 vor
Electric Power Station .. .. .| 18,783 17,800 | 25386 | =23506) 61,033| 63170 | 148865| 69,648
Fremantle Harbour Works ... 46,089 51,855 46,345 42,449 49,004 53,704 106,055 66,142 77,370 35,813
Fremantle Dock and Slip ... 14 1,201 1,868 11,330 80,842
Harbours and Rivers generally ... 72,245 50,322 23,603 42,485 72,854 55,610 58,014 21,860 61,790 69,109
Sewernge—Pert.h and Fremantle ... 19,436 15,167 11,059 47,268 120,473 140,582 160,931 03,572
Water Supp 194,172 49,115 46,636 53,080 65,426 118,275 127,669 191,528 234,184 31417
Develo ment of Goldﬁelds 43,902 32,581 16,152 10,661 19,829 19,142 47,263 50,659 78,143 92,345
State g’melter, Ravensthorpe . 78,967 80,000
Development of Agriculture ... [d1,600,739 52,060,579 | 6442,740 156,083 169,483 165,727 79,271 156,752 156,432 362,406
Assistance to Settlers v s 31,698 5,458 80,000 | 478,170 199,890 602,110
Immigration ... - 12,024 5,205 1,867 1,107 2,352 4,640 16,665 56,218 63,447 96,805
Steamships e 10,000 14,501 409 141,085 5,907 100,000
‘Workers’ Homes Workmg Capmal 97,500 278,000 150,000
Saw Mills e . 38,863 214 511 29,069 126,416 43,691 .
State Hotels ... 5,056 23,767 1,793 117 589 10,000 6,546 17,001 17,580 -
Agrioultural Bn.nk—\rVorkmg Caplt.a.l 151,825 118,285 73,948 | 25,000 93,165 172,335 271,632 106,638 259,808 .
Agricultural Implement Works 39,929 15,772 1,292 4,627 18,436 43,070 .
Brickyards .. 705 1,326 1,165 20 547 11,507 13,710 1,121 .
Ferries ... . 5,974 2,000 4,903
State Fish Supply . 131 3,031 -
Public Buildings 24,963 10,602 21,670 17,536 23,350 40,661 81,004 44,166 38,699 91,707
Roads and Bridges ... 32,121 14,719 4,231 T 2473 2,657 6,152 5,026 6,167 37,818 23,106
Perth Fremantle Road Reinstatement ... 20 839 7.663 21,198
Purchase of Plant and Stock {Suspense Ac-
count) 50,000 55,000
Fremantle Rowd and leway Bndge 1 79 108 2,482 4,622 1,682
Sundries 7,841 3.089 2,262 1,729 2,676 2,738 5,225 17,652 8,881 12,121
Wyndham Freenng Works-—Workmg Capntal 106,000 | 100,000 - - -
Fisherien " 5,870 5,804 .-
Totals ... .. .. [¢2,586,404 |c2,663,320 | 1,049,736 | 1,054,078 | 855,183 | 1,584,642 |2,52],608 2,913,010 | 3,400,218 | 2,309,552

a Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £283,319. b Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,933,340.

& Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,527,864.

¢ Exclusive of Loan Suspense Expenditure, £83,063.
¢ Exclugive of Loan Suspense Expenditure, £80,107,

1261 “@xemgiiag 17)
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{Return No. 18.]

[ASSEMBLY.]

PUBLIC DEBT AND SINKING FUNDS,

Loan. Sinking Fund.
Remarks.
Year. Amount. | Maturity. | _E%% | Accumulation.
) * | per cent.
LoANS CARRYING SINK- £ 8, d.
ing Fowps.
Insgeribed Stock.
£ .
1809-1915... 988,353 1934 1 644,182 4 0 | Controlled by Crown Agents
Stock issued for conversion of
Debentures.
1896 1,500,000 1935 1 647,477 10 6|
1897-1900... 3,500,000 1935 1 1,124814 2 9
1897 1,100,000 1936 1% 690,780 14 6 | G.S.R. Purchase,
1896 2,500,000 1927 3 2,284,745 4 11 | Coolgardie Water Scheme Loon.
1900-1902... 680,000 1935 1 168,681 17 &
1902-1905... 2,600,000 1935 1 595,173 13 4
1907-1908 2,000,000 1947 1 274,142 14 6
1909 1,445,000 1955 1 74,739 4 2
1910 1,342,000 1955 % 62,998 11 11
1811 1,650,000 1955 3 132,126 16 9 | Issued for redemptipn on
. £1,876,000 satock ; balance
. ' taken from Sinking Fund.
1912 1,000,000 1960 & 34,786 15 7
1912-1914... 8,000,000 1962 1 156410 0 1
1916 140,000 1935 a3 26,197 10 0 Sm.kmg Fund represents pre-
miums paid on Assurance
Policy for redemption of prin-
Local Inscribed Stock. . cipal amount of 5 per cent.
1903 556,550 1923 13 Stock issued for purchase of
1904 322,470 1924 13 M.S. ** Kanbgareo.”
1911 1,922,305 1926 %
1912 1,380,540 1932 3
1913 867,965 1934 3
1915 78,185 1835 1}
1913 716,708 1933 3
1914 1,566,000 1964 + | » 820,680 17 0
Debentures,
1904 244,100 1924 1
1921 32,650 1924 3 Issued for redemption of portion
of Debentures matured st
January, 1921.
1918 697,000 1927 ¥ £139,839 wae issued for redemp-
J tion of Local Inacribed Stock.
1872-1888... 62,400 1 3,606 19 6 | Redeemable by Annual Draw-
ings ; Controlled by Crown
34,904,126 Agents.
Bavance of DEBsT. .
Varioua 14,135,541 | Various Congisting of Local Inscribed
. Stock (£598,764), Debentures
Total Debt | 49,039,667 | Accrued [Sinking | 7,641,563 17 0 {£106,603), Inscribed Stock,
Fund London {£1,500,000), Treasury
Bonds {£2,8606,415), for which
Sinking Funds have not com-
Previous menced, Treasury  Bills
year'stotala| 46,822,003 6,848,825 11 5 (£5 541,940} which carry no
Sinking Funds, and Common-
Increage on wealth Advances {£3,521,818),
year 2,217,664a 792,738 5 7 ’

a. See note on following page.
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[Return No. 13—continued.]

a Copsisting of— £
Treasury Bonds ... 80,000
Commonwealth Advances, Soldiers’ Settlement . 2,039,883
Treasury Bills under Insurance Compames Act, 1918 25,000
Treasury Bills generally {(Net) ... . e 175,670
Local Inscribed Stock - e - 108,265
Local Debenturea ... e s 9,658

2,438,376
Less— £
Treagury Bonds, redeemed ... vt ek 107,090
Debentures, London redeemed 10,300
Commonwealth Advances—
Soldiers Settlement, redeemed . 19,162
Local Debentures’ 84,160
_ 220,712

2,217,664

[Return No. 14.)
* SINKING FUND AND INVESTMENTS.

AraL¥81s oF Funp.

£

Contributions from Revenue ... 4,767,698
Interest on Investments 1,992,124
Discounts on Purchages, and Cash held for redempt.mn of Debentures... 890,232
7,669,054
Less Brokerage and Expenses ... T, 17,490

Total of Fund ... 7,841,564

INVESTMENTS,

Maturity. Rate, Nominal Value.

£ 8. d
(1935 ... ... | 3 per cent. 1,257,771 6 4
1936 ... ... | 3 per cent. 394,952 16 6

1927 ... ... | 3 per cent. 737,343 15 2

1920-1935 ... ... .. | 3} per cemt. ... 969,050 14 8§

Western  Australian < 1835 ... .. | 34 per cemt, ... 202,060 12 1
Stocks. 1927-1847 ... | 3% per cent. ... 422,478 14 10

. 1035-1955 .. | 3% per cent. ... 871,213 5 5

. 1940-1960 .. | 3¢ per cent, ... 64,079 6 4
1942-1962 ... | 4 per cent. 915,763 3 5

\ 1030-1042 ... | 5% per cent. ... 430,655 ¢ O

Total e e T .| £6,265368 14 9

1

Qther -Stocks : Crown Agent's Investments 644;107 16 9

< = Nationa! War Bonds, 6 per cent., 1927 ... i 552,000 ¢ O
PBritish Government Treasury Bills .. 50,000 0 0
War Gratuity Bonds, 5} per cent, 95,651 10 9
Paymenis on Assurance Policy towards redempt.mn £140, 000 26,107 10 0
Cash (Less over investments) 8238 4 9

Total Sinking Fund £7,641,663 17 0
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[Heiurn No. 15.] ]
SINKING FUND AND DEFICIT,

Inllserest. and | Det
. iscount Increase in cit
Year. ci?ﬁ:sb“' {Leas Broker- AcEr::?clms Redemptions,| Sinking on
: age and : Fund. Year,
Expenses).
£ £ £ £ £ £
1911-12 245,274 136,148 381,422 7,500 373,922 134,408
1912-13 244,555 153,756 398,311 7,700 390,611 180,404
1913-14 | 250,100 140,558 390,658 7,900 382,758 135,411
1914-15 . 258,792 126,193 384,985 8,200 376,785 565,817
1915-16 . 265,457 206,842 472,200 12,755 459,544 348,223
1916-17 280,883 239,445 520,328 7,600 512,728 698,757
1917-18 306,782 237,405 544,187 9,300 534,887 ‘105,743
1918-19 319,101 257,457 576,658 8,400 568,158 . 652,014
1818-20 319,692 386,628 706,320 12,200 694,120 668,225
1920-21 .- 342,277 460,761 803,038 10,300 792,738 686,726
Totals ... | £2,832,913 2,345,193 5,178,106 91,855 5,086,251 4,786,728¢

8 The Actual Deficit on 30th June, 1-921, wag £4,773,430, the difference being due to a credit