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die States. Any other State which (Quid
produce sugar wouild Le entitled to the
same treatment as Queensland. I would
like to say a few words about the
capital site, to which the 'Minister also re-
ferred. I have always thought that it was
almost oae of the crimes of the Federal miem-
bers that they did not remove the Federa]
capital from Melbourne to Canberra. I
spent some considerable time in Melbourne,
and I can say that the influence of the 'Mel-
bourne people and the Melbourne Press,, and
the environment of members, counts for a
great deal more than anybody who has not
been there can imagine. I am quite sure
that if the original tariff-I am not re-
ferring to the present tariff, because
the position in the Federal Parliament is that
-practically all members favour a protective
policy-had been fought out iii the free
trade atmosphere of Sydney, instead of in the
high protective atmosphere of MYelbouirne,
it would have made a difference of at
least .10 per cent. Everyone, protectionists
and freetraders alike, who were engaged in
that contest, agreed upon that point. One
of the troubles of Federation is that we have
never yet had anl Australian Parliament, and
we shall never have an Australian Parliament
until that Parliament sits in an Australian
capital and breathses a genuinely Australian
atmosphere. So long as the Parliament sits
in any of the large cities of Australia, it is
bound to be influenced more or less by its
environment. That is a reason why in all
other Federal countries, the Federal capital
xs not in the largest town. Take the United
States. Washington was selected as the
Federal capital by George Washington him-
self. When that was, chosen as the Federal
capital site, it was a miserable swamp, and
he could nut have selected a worse
place. It was specified that the Federal
capital should nut be in a big city, and that
the deliberations of the Parliament should be
away from any State or parochial influence.
Exactly the same thing happened in the case
of Canada. WhVlen it was decided to have a
Federal capital there, and in order to pre-
vent any possibility of local influences, it u-as
left to Queen Victoria to decide where the
capital should be. Those who were appointed
by the late Queen to determine the site,
chose Ottawa, and Ottawa. tn-day is a small
city in comparison with great cities
like Montreai, Toroato and Winnipeg.
In the United States too there are
perhaps a dozen cities that are much
bigger than Washington. In Australia it is
one of the most pressing queftians that the
Federal capital should be removed from Ml
hourne. Expense is talked of and the Ml
bourne "'Age" and the MVelbourne ''Argus"
are -working as hard as they can to retain
Melbourne as the seat of government. Those
newspapers are exaggerating the cost of re-
moval to the Federal capital, but, as a mnatter
of fact, the expense would not he nearly so
great as is miade out, for the simple reason
that there are certain counterbalancing

economies that would be effected, such as
large premises that are being rented or owned
in Melbourne, the occupation of which would
not be needed if the seat of government
were at Canberra. With the removal to the
Federal capital site there wvill be a greater
Federal spirit in the Australian Parliament,
and we will have what we have never had
up to the present time, a genuine Austra-
lian Parliament.

Question put and passed.

House adjouned at .5.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took tine Chair at 4.30
p.ni., and read prayers.

URGENCY' MOTION-UNEM\PLOY-
FEN T.

M.r. SPEAKER: I have received from the
memiber for South Fremantle ('Mr. McCallum)
a letter intimating his desire to move the ad-
joumament of the House in order to discuss
the question of unemuploymsent in this State.
It will be necessary for seven members to rise
in their idaces amid indicate their approval in
order that the r~equest may be granted.

Seven members having risen in their places,

Mr. MeCALLUMY (South Fremantle)
143] I mnore--
That the House do now adjourn.

There is no questioning the fact that the
iatter of unemployment is a most pressing
and urgent one in this State at the present
time. I do not know what experiences other

immbers of this Ilouse are having, but I
flild it impossible to move about at all with-
out being pulled up and asked to anmswer in-
quiries by mien timgently seeking work. f am
not given halt' anl hour's rest in my own 'home
onl a Saturday aftermoon, aind even en Sunday
callers went to my home asking if it was not
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possible to advise them where work could be
found. There is n doubt that they feel
kceenly the present situation. On Saturday
afternoon T remained at home in the hope of
getting a little rest, because I cannot move
along the street without being called upon to
give men information as to where they might
he able to find employment, and men came
from as far as Leederville to my hionie in
'South Fremantle to inquire whether I could
assist them in the matter of getting work.
On that wet and stormy afternjoon, one man
had actually walked from Leederville because
be had not sufficient money to pay his rail-
way fare, in order to ask whether I could
advise hini where employment might be
found. The case was presented to me also
that the wives and children of these Shen are
in need of immediate assistance. The Leader
of the Opposition and I explained the posi-
tiona in this House a week ago, and since theni
the Premier has been good enough to send a
Government officer to Frenmantle in order to
obtain a list of the men seeking employment
and to ascertain exactly what the situation
is. The Government offices on Thursday
talked the situation over with the representa-
tives of the unions at Fremantle. On Friday
a notice appcared in the Press that the officer
-as prepared to interview men who wanted
employment. I am advised that he has re-
ported to the Premier that he received only
117 names.

The Premier: I have not got that report.
.Mr. McCALLtTM: I had a talk with the

officer subsequently, and it appears that he
put certain questions to the nien. He asked
them whether they were married or single,
what their usual occupation was, and whether
they were? prepared to go into the country.
They wanted to know the conditions on which
they would be offered country work. Of
course the officer was not in a position to
answer and the men, therefore, were not in
a position to give him a reply. The answer
as to whether they would be prepared to go
into the country or not wvould depend upon
the wages offered and the conditions of em-
ployment surrounding tho job. Each ease,
of course, would have to be dealt with on its
merits. A number of the men took exception
to the fact that this information was not
available, and they left the room and eon-
veyed the news to the crowd outside. Conse-
quently, a lot of the men refused to go into
the room, seeing that all the officer had to
offer was wvork in the country and that he
could give no information as to the wages
and conditions. A lot of the men thereupon
left and refused to enrol. We had another
meeting at the port tlmis morning, and T told
the men that I disagreed with their action.
I told then, that they should have enrolled
so that the officer would have known exactly
where they stood and could have compiled the
fullest report for the Government.

The Premier: I understood that the men
would do that in order that they might be
classified.

Mr. 'MeCALLUlM: So (lid 1, hut unfor-
tunately the men took the other view and a
lot of theum left without enrolling. The offi-
cer was at Frenmantle again yesterday hut no
notification bad been given andl, in cease-
ql~cee, very few men turned up. At the
meeting this morning the book which I hold
in my hand was passed around for the record-
ing of those names n-hich had miot, been handed
in previously, and here are 196 names addi-
tional to the 117 taken by the officer the
other day. This book is available for the
PremierIs information.

The 'Minister for Works: Is there any
statenment as to the work they can do?

Mr. 'McCALLUM: 'No; that question was
not put to thenm. I thought information wvould
have been obtained as to their usual occupa-
tion and what other occupation they could
follow, but it appears that such information
has not been obtained. I do not know
whether it was intended merely to compile a
list to Show hbw many men were married
and how many-were single, and whether they
were prepared to take work in the country.
Those were the only questions put to the men
on Thursday. In addition to the 117 names,
therefore, we have 196 men who say they
are unemployed and who desire that their
names be added to the list already supplied.
A question was asked at this morning's meet-
ing as to whether the Premnier would be pre-
pared to repeat time experiment he tried some
years ago wvhenm he took 50 lumpers from Fre-
mantle and settled thmem in the Yorkrakine
district. The mna want to know whether the
Government are prepared to assist those out
of work at Frenmantle on at least the same
terms as immigrants are being assisted to
settle on the land. This proposition was sub-
mittied to the meeting. We asked for tho
names of those men prepared to take up
agricultural areas on the same conditions
as immigrants are being settled on the
land, and applications of this description
were nmade by .14 men out of 200 or
2.50 who were present at the meeting.
I have not the ]east doubt that if the Pre-
mier will arrange for group settlement of
the men now unemployed at Fremantle, 50
men can be obtained easily. I hope the
Premier will make some definite announce-
ment on that score. The men urged this
morning that the Premier himself should
come down to Fremnantle, as be did on the
previous occasion, and meet the men per-
sonally and explain the terms to them. They
are most anxious to learn the conditions
upon which the land is available. If the
Premier adopts that course, there is not the
least doubt in my -mind that he will secure
froma Fremantle at least .50 good settlers,
men who are prepared at-this moment to go
into the country and take up land. 'Now
as to the prejudice which men entertain
against going into the country for work, let
me mention a definite instance given by a
man this morning. The man, whose name is
Sims, states that he was engaged at the
Labour Bureau on the 9th July, together
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with two other men, to take up a clearing
contract from R. J. Nicholson of Corrigin,
and that he and the two others went to
Corrigin to do the clearing work, but on
arrival there found that the job had been
let to local men. Thereupon there was
nothing left for these three men to do hut
tramp the district in search of work, and
they found that that condition of things
was prevailing generally in the country.
Now, if that is the case, one can easily
understand how suspicions the men would
be, and how carefully they would have to
consider before they accepted from the
Labour Burcau work in the country, lest on
arriving on the spot they should find that
the work was already in the hands of some-
body else. Again, at the interview with the
'Minister for Works on a recent evening,
there was a definite case stated where a
man was engaged to go into the country
and was told that all he need bring with
him was a knife and fork and a plate and a
panniki--

'The Mfinister for Works: And a couple of
blankets, I said. I have all the particulars
of that case and am prepared to show the
lion, member the papers.

Mr. Me44CALLUM: The man produced a
document showing the conditions under
which he was to go out, and those conditions
were that he need take with him only a very
limited kit-the rest of the kit to be found
at the other end. When he arrived on the
job, be was told that he had to purchase a
tent and cooking utensils, and a good deal
more kit. After working on the farm for
some days, ho found that domestic condi-
tions demanded his immediate return home.
Thea the whole of the work that he had
put in was claimed as payment for the kit
which the farmer had supplied. The man
came away without a penny piece for the
time he had worked on the farm. Those
are two definite cases which have been
given in the course of the two interviews
that have been held since the matter of
unemployment was last before the House,
and those cases have been very largely dis-
cussed among the men. I hope that if other
men are to be sent out into the country, the
Government will take particular care that
incidents of this sort do not occur again. A
further instance was given this morning by
.a man named Ohapple, who stated that he
had enrolled with others to take on a group
settlement scheme. He says he was told
that he would probably be sent into the
country to prepare the camps. Since that
announcement was made some little time
ago, nothing further has- been heard from
the Government. t understand that six
weeks have elapsed without the man being
advised whether he is likely to he given a
lot, whether he is to be included in the
group settlement scheme. Mean~time his
position at home has become very desperate.
The men chafe under these things, and they
want to know what is to be done, and what
are the intentions of the Government-

whether work is to be provided, whether
some relief eanant possibly he gi-en, and
that quickly?

The Premier: You say they will not take
work in the country.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- Where is the work in the,
country?

Mr. MNeCALLUM: There has been no offer
made ket of work in the country. Surely
it is the duty of the Government to do what
they can to provide work, or to see that
work is offered. The Government . cannot
stand idly by and see citizens slowly
starving. Last Thursday a deputation from
the Perth unemployed interviewed the 'Min-
ister for Works in this building, and no
reply has yet been made by the Government
to the case which that deputation stated.
The men want to know whether the Govern-
mient intend to do anything, or whether the
Government simply propose to leave the ex-
isting situation as it is. Is there no pro-
posal or suggestion at all that work shall
be found for the unemployed? We are of
course anxious to see as ninny local works
and industries Started as possible. The Gov-
ernment departments will not agree to all
the men who are out of work going away
if that tan possihly he avoided, The shipping
authorities want a large number of men
kept at the port, where, as we know, the
work is only casual. The shipping authori-
ties say that if many of the men drift away,
they, the authorities, will be put in a tight
corner when the shipping arrives. They in-
sist that it is necessary for them to have a
large number of men handy in order to cope
with the shipping of the port. - Some little
time ago the Government announced that
they proposed to construct a new berth on
the north side of the harbour. Is there any
intention of putting that work in hand?
Will the Government indicate whether there
is any likelihood of obtaining work on the
construction of that berth; and, if so, when?
The men want something to look forward to.
'We had the statement made here that there
was a likelihood of the Government bring-
ing down from the country the two million
bushels of wheat which, we are told, are
now in the State unsold. That will find
work not only for men in the country dis-
tricts, at loading the wheat, but also on the
railways, from which men are now being
dismissed by the score, and also at Pre-
mantle. Thus there are two proposals which
came from the Government themselves, and
we ask whether those proposals cannot be
put in hand and work thus provided. I would
like, too, to know whether the Premier Can-
not make some suggestion whereby the lead
mines can he re-opened, thus allowing the
Fremantle smelter again to offer employment.
The smelting works have been closed down
now for somne time, and their re-opening
would provide work at the lead mines as nweli
as at the port. I understand that the price
of lead had something to do with the closing
down of the smelter, hut there is also some
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financial difficulty in which the smelting com-
pany found themselves. I

Mr. 0 'Loghien: Unless the company get
aid from the Government, the smelting works
will probably never start again.

Mr. IMeCALLUM: There is some financial
position into which the Company Wore forced,
and which they had never anticipated, for the
reason that they believed themselves to be
dealing with honiourable men. The company
are in difficulties, and if the Government
could offer them some help, that would tend
to provide employment for a good many men.
Is there no hope at all of any-thing being
done by the Government in that directions

The Minister for Mines: Not unless the
Government take over a liability which they
are not entitled to take over. That is the
only way I can see at the present moment.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: The assets of the com-
pany are good.

The Minister for Mines: Not to that ex-
tent.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: By helping the company,
the Government will be re-opening en indus-
try which will offer a good deal of employ-
ment and will, in addition, mean something
to the State.

The Minister for Mines: It means £59,000
straight away.

Mr. McCALLTJM: T do not agree w-ith that,
though I am not here to advocate that money
should he spent uselessly. I am not going to
argue that the unemployed should be put to
work digging holes and filling them up again.
But there is plenty of useful work in this
country to which the unemployed can be put
if only money can be Sound. I want to ask
the Premier what is the logic. of immigrants
being brought out here, and of its going
forth into the world that there is plenty of
work here for new arrival; if our own people
cannot be found employment?

The Premier: There is work for new-
comers if they will go to the country.

M r. MeCALLTJM: Any number of men
will go into the country if the wages and
working conditions offered are at all reason-
able. Surely it is not to be argued that the
newcomers will go into the country and work
for wages and under conditions that are not
reasonable? On the other hand, I presume,
it will not be argued that the new arrivals are
better workers than the men we .have already
here- If there is work offering, the people
we have on the spot should be aifforded the
first opportunity. I do not wish in any wvay
to argue that this unemployed problem is a
purely local one, or one in respect of which
the State Government arc solely responsible.
But I want the State Government to do what
they can to bring pressure to hear on the
Commonwealth Government with a view to the
putting in hand here of some Federal work,
so that employment may be provided in West-
era Australia. We made an effort to place
the situation before the Prime Minister when
he was passing through here, and to make
representations to him as to the necessity

of work being provided here by the Common-
wealth Government. However, the Prime
Minister hedged himself with barb wire en-
tanglements, so that no one could get near
him to present a ease and, in consequence,
nothing was done. But cannot the State
Government make representations to the
Commonwealth authorities that the latter
must bear their sbare in providing work
locally? I do not know that the matter should
end there. I have here a Cutting from the
.Melbourne "Age" of Saturday, the 16th
September, containing the report of a con-
ference held in Melbourne between the Em-
ployers' Federation, the Melbourne Trades
Hall, the Chambers of Commerce and M.%anu-
factures, and the various local governing
bodies for the purpose of discussing the ques-
tion of unemployment in Victoria. Our local
governing bodies in Western Australia should
bear some of the responsibility of finding
work. Those local governing bodies which
have already been approached in this con-
nection, throw the responsibility back on the
Minister for Works. They tell us that they
have certain amounts of money available, but
that they cannot get material for road con-
struction. If that material was available,
they say, they would be able to provide work.
It may be worth while for the Government to
consider whether it would not be well to call
here a conference on the lines of that held
in Melbourne, a conference of the various
sections of the community that are affected,
with a view to evolving some means of over-
coming the unemployed difficulty. It is not
a matter of surprise to me, nor to any mem-
ber on this side of the Chamber, that the
unemployed trouble is as acute as it is in
this State to-day. I hope no one will run
away with the idea, that we on this side
desire in any way to make party capital
out of that trouble. We know that that has
been dlone in every State with a Labour Gov-
ernment in office. 'We know that in those
States the Press has made a great deal of
capital out of the fact that a few unemployed
were to be found. I happened to be in
Sydney when the unemployed demonstrations
were being held in that capital. I observed
great placards on the hoardings through-
out Sydney convening meetings of the un-
employed, and asking the -unemployed to
march to Parliament Rouse for the purpose
of protesting against the failure of the Gov-
ernment to provide work. I saw huge adver-
tisements in each of the daily newspapers,
which must have cost scores of pounds.

Mr. Corboy: Who paid for them?
Mr. 'MeCALLUM: The money to pay for

those advertisements was supposed to coma
from men who had not the wherewithal to
provide a meal or a bed. It was perfectly
obvious that the expense was being borne by
those who were interested to make political
capital in opposition to the Labour Govern-
ment. I am not going to -be a party to. that
kind of thing here; neither am I going to be
a party to asserting that the Government

929



930 [ASSEMBLY.]

should tarry the responsibility of supporting
a man who is not prepared to work. When the
deputation came to the doors of this building
the other dlay, I told the men exactly the same
as I say now: that if there is work
offered at reasonable wages and upon
reasonable working conditions, wages and,
conditions which appear to be reasonable,'
and a man refuses to aceplt that work, lie
will not find me supporting his case. But I
doa say that it is a function of the present
Government, as of all governments, to see
that work is offering. If no work is offering,
no Government can stand idly by and allow
the citizens to go hungry. If wo6rk is offer-
ing in the country for our unemployed, it will
be necessary for the Government to see that
the wives and children of the men taking
that work are provided for until such time
as the men receive wages. That is essential,
because no man will op away leaving his
home unprovided for. He would rather stop
at home and starve with his wife aid chl-
dren. If the Government have it in their
minds to send unemployed to the country, it
will be necessary for the Government to see
that provision is made for the keeping of a
roof over the heads of the wives and children
of those mn until such time as the men are
enabled to send wages for the maintenance
of the home. In support of my previous re-
mark that we on this side of the Chamber
are not surprised at the acuteness of the un-
employed difficulty now obtaining in this
State, let me say that we tried long
ago to impress on those members now sitting
opposite who were formerly associated with
the Labour movement what the position here
would be immediately the war was over. We
know front the teachings of history that in
every country which has ever engaged in a
great war the conclusion of peace' has been
followed by unemployment and hunger and
poverty and starvation. Such has been, the
history, of every country that has ever fought
a great war since the dlays of Adam and
Eve. We issued that warning to our friends
and told them that we were sure there would
be very little, if any, provision made to meet
the situation when the war was over, and
that in our judgment the only way to have
the position net, was to have the Labour
movement a lire political force as well as an
industrial force, so that the economic affairs
of Australia would not become as they had
been in other countries of the world. I want
to know whether our friends are as good
supporters of Labour as they formerly de-
clared they were.

The AMister for Mines: What about Ryan
and Theodore in Queensland? Have they not
bad aon unemployed question there?

Mr. McCALLr3L%: They were not in full
possession of the economic affairs of that
S tate (luring the whole of the period. We
here have had a Government operating in the
national interests, a Government which has
had charge of repatriation, and on whom in
this regard, the main responsibility rested.
Yet all our agitation has had little effect. 1

do not want to say that Australia has not
(lone anything; Australia has done something,
and] fortunately for us we have not to face
the position here as it exists in certain other
parts of the world. Europe is in such a eon-
dition at tlit present time the like of which
has never been, seen in the history of the
world. If something is niot done in Austra-
lia I fear that we may drift into a similar
condition of affairs. I want to see some re-
lief given, because the position is most press-
ing. There are hundreds of in out of em-
ployment in the city as well as at the port,
and most of then, have not the wherewithal
to keep their wives and families on bare
necessities. I ask the Premier to miake a
pronouncement on sthe subject which will De
to the effect that he will see his wayv clear to

-do something to ease the present state of
affairs.

The PRE3 IIER (Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell
-Northam) (5.4]: I have listened to the
very moderate remarks of the mcinber for
Souith Fremantle (]%r. McCallum). I have
hail some conversations with him. I know of
course that there are men out of work in
Fremantle; I suppose there always have been
some out of work there, and that this con-
dition of affairs will always exist. I foresaw
that there would be trouble, and so far s
I could, I arranged that there should be work
for men to go to, chiefly, of course, in the
country and through the Agricultural Bank
to a large extent. We have sent hundreds of
men into the country. When the goldfields
trouble camle on us a few months ago I sent
an officer to Kalgoorlie and he was instru-
mental in getting a number of men from
there to undertake the work of land clearing.
The men who went from Kalgoorlie are quite
satisfied with their lot and some of them have
written to their friends stating that they are
doing even better than they did when they
were employed on the mines. If those peo-
pile are satisfied with their new conditions
surely that should be an inducement to some
of thie Fremnantle unemployed to do likewise.
I have devoted more of my time-at any rate
during the early stages of my term of officst
-to this work than to any other question,
because I have nlways realised, as Well as
the hon. member does, that men must have
work. I realisce that a man who works for
a daily wage must have constant work, other-
w-ise lie cannot keep) his family. When the
hon. member spoke to me about the Fremntle
difficulty I promised that I would send an
officer down there. Up to dlate that officer
ha s registered 179 men for employment.

Mr. McCallum: Here is an additional 196.
The PREM,.IER: I think they, toot should re-

gister with our officer, and they should say
What work they are capable of doing. I
aare, too, With the hon. member thtat the
Government cannot be responsible for the em-
rcinment of all the men in the State. There
have been times in every State, andi uinder
every form of governmnent, when men have
hbe, out of enmploymesnt. It is not an un-
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'usual thing. This is the after-math of war.
Other things too have contributed to unem-
ployment. Money has been hard to get and
it has been very dear. The cost of living
also has been very high. We have all been
liv-lag in expectation of costs going dlown. I
have appealed to the employers in the State
to keep employed as many men as they pos-
sibly can, but of course we cannot expect
thenm to do the impossible. They cannot em-
ploy people unless they have money with
which to pay wages. I appreciate the fact
too that the hon. member does not desire to
make party capital out of this difficulty. I
admit it is economically wrong to have men
out of employment. We know what has hap-
pened onl the goldfields. There are more men
there than the mines can employ. That kind
of thing is no good. Thle hon. member will
also know that I offered to take 50 men from
the goldfields and place them on the land
under special conditions of settlement. Un-
fortunately we were only able to get 25, duo
to the opposition to the movement on the part
of the Press in Kalgoorlic. It is a pity be-
cause those men who would have accepted the
proposal of the Government were unfortu-
nately those who were suffering to a slight
degree from miners' phthisis. What the hon.
member asks is that country work may be
provided, but that before the men leave for
the country they must be told what wages
they will receive, what the hours of work will
he, and just what conditions will prevail. The
hon. member must realise that the work
which wilt be provided will be financed by the
Agricultural Bank, and the conditions will
vary somewhat in the different districts. I
should think everyone would know what farm
work is and whet it means. Clearing work is
perfectly simple, and that is largely the work
that has to be done. The conditions will be
bettor in the country than those which obtain
in the city. At aay rate the men who v111
undertake this work will have constant em-
ployment when. once they get a start. There
is a good deal of work to be done in the coun-
try. I do aot know that it will be possible
for any officer to tell the hon. member just
what will happen to a man. who may arrive ait
Bruce Rock or Geraldton or Kununnoppia. I
can say, however, that the amount that will
be paid for the work will be based on cuir-
rent wages. I venture to say that no section
of the people can make more money than
those who are engaged in clearing the land&
So far as we know there are 179 men unem-
,ployed at Fremantle. There may be more.

-Mr. McCallum: You can have this book
with their names.

The PREMIER: They should state what
they are capable of doing. The hon. member
ikvants to know whether we can do for those
who are now out of work what we did for the
lumipers some years ago. The men who went
to Yorkrakine have done vefry well indeedI
but unfortunately we have no more land,
available in the u-heat belt to-day. I should
be glad to do for those men just what we did

for the others, and if they are suit "able for
work in the South-West, I shall be glad to
have some of them. These men have had the
opportunity of going on the land for years
past, but they did not avail themselves of it.
If they say they are willing to go to the
South-West, I shall be willinj to help them
and will be able to put some of them on
blocks very soon. Of course it has not been
possible to send men down there dluring the
winter mouths. I do not know whether the
lion. member realises. that the harvest is ap-
proaching, and that a good many men will
be requnired in connection with it. The work
will be temporary and the wages will be fair.
Then after the harvest, men will be needed at
the wheat stacks in the country, and at Fre-
mantle where the shipping of the wheat will
take' place. Therefore I do not aniticipate
that there will be any trouble about work as
soon as the harvest starts, that is, work for
those who require temporary employment, and
until the work of the port comes back to
nor mal. I think we can assist a number of
men to get positions in the country such as
those I have described. We have two million
bushels of wheat in. the country at the pre-
sent time which is about to he reinoved to
Fremantle. As a matter of fact I saw a
train load of it going down to Fremantle this
morning. This wheat will liod its way on to
the ship9 very soon. That will provide work
at Fremantle as well as some work in the
country. Two million bushels of wheat
cannot be handled without providing some
work. I hope to flild that at a later stage
shipping will become more active than it has
been in recent months and that things at the
port will again return to normal. I do not
know that we can get very tar by discussing
the question this afternoon, but I think the
Rouse will realise that the Government are
most anxious that everyone should be at
work. We have had less unemployed trouble
than any of the other States. I ant perfectly
willing now to go into the question with thd
mn or their representatives so that we nisy

see what canl be done. The men should
register so that we may know exactly what
they are capable of doing. Of course when
normal conditions are restored at Fremantle,
those men who are experienced in wharf work
will again be requnired at the port. That
in itself makes the position a little more
difficult, because the ordinary man might be
willing to go into the country and stay there.
So far as I am able I will assist those men to
find work. Representations ha~ve been made
to us only during the past few days. I did
what the bon. member suggested, but only
175 men have registered. As soon as the
registration is complete, we can go into the
matter and see what can be done. I cannot
help theni until we know what they are
capable of doing, and their prospects in re-
gard to future work on the wharves. As for
the 34 s'Io wvant to go on the land, I say,
"Yes' to that proposal, if they are suitable.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:- Do not send them there if
they are not suitable.
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The PREMIER' No, bet if they are suit-
able I shall be very glad to send them out.
1 would sooner take our own people than men
from overseas.

Mr McCallum:- Can you put any on the Peel
estate?

The PREMIER: I have not the info rma-
tion with me, because I did not know of the
motion until a few minutes ago.

Mr McCallumn: Would they be eligible, or is
it reserved for Imperial soldiers?

The PREMIER: It is for oar own
soldiers in the first place. The soldiers have
preference, because it is largely repatriation
money which is being expended there. We
are also committed to a certain number of
Imperial soldiers. I do not know just what
the position is to-day, because I had no aeotice
of the motion. I am perfectly willing to do
all that can be done, anad if the hon. member
will see to it that the registration is com-
pleted, we shall be able to go into the matter.
I hope that, having ventilated the question,
the hon member will withdraw his motion

Ron. W. C ANGSWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.181: The Premier is anxious to
settle men on the land. I think I had better
offer him my services again, as I did 10 years
ago.

The Premier: I accept the offer.
Hon. W. C. ANGSWIN: I shall have no

difficulty in supplying the Premier with aill
the men he requires, as I did on the earlier
occasion. It is no use saying that all that
can he done for these men is to provide work
in the country.

The Premier: All I ask is that we be told
what they can do.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Premier seems
to think only of clearing work. Clearing
work is not suitable for many now out of
work, who cannot be allowed to starve. This
is the first time, at all events for very mncy
years, that the Government have refused
rdtions to men out of work. Not all the un-
employed in Perth and Freniantle are wharf
labourers. The wharf labourers are, dividing
up amongst their numbers what wharf work
is offering. It means, instead of a living for
a, few, semi-starvation for the lot. Something
must be done to renmov'e the existing diffi-
culties. I san well aware of the difficulties
the Premier is in. I regret that members
opposite should have made allusions to Mr.
Theodore and Mr. Storey. They have the
same difficulties. If there had been a Labour
Government in Western Austrnlia to-day we
should have heard very much more of unem-
ployment. Many people would have made
things lively for the Government. We should
have--been told that things were going to the
dogs because work could not be found for the
men. Only the other dlay I heard it rumoured
that there was still a large balance in the
Perth unemployment fund, which was col-
lected during the drought of 1914, and that it
is contemplated handing over the balance to
some other appeal. The Government should
make inquiries into this. If there is any

balance in the unemployment fund, it should
he expended on the purpose for which it was
collected.

The Premier: I will certainly make in.
quiries,

Hon. W. C. A-NGWIN:%- The Premier do-
claredl that for years past those mn hadl had
opportunities for going on the land, but that
they only started to complain now because
others were going on.

The Premuier: I said I was thankful for it.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Apart from the

putting of the public servants on the land,
Yorkrakine has been the only opportunity
for men to go on the l 'and with Gov-
ernment assistance. That Tanmin settle-
ment is an eye-opener to all Australia. It
only the Premier couild get some other areas
like that and open. them uip in similar msnner,
we should have many p)Fosperous settlements.
But the Premier should not regard clearing
work as suitable for all who want employ-
ment.

The Premier: No, there will be a lot of
other work no"'.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- Other work must be
provided for at least some of them. On
Friday last I heard a little story shout a boy
whose mother is in receipt of Government
assistance. This boy, close on 15 years of age,
secured a job on a farm. After working for
a month he asked his employer if he coudd get
his pay, because he wanted to send it home to
his mother. The employer said- 4 It is im-
possible for me to pay you until I get my
money for the wool.'' The boy said, "'What
ani I to do?"' The employer said, ''Get to
hell out of it. " Unavailingly the boy searched
the district for work, after which he came
back to Fremantle. That story I had from
thie boy's aunt. Before people leave home
to seek work in the country they should know
what conditions they are going to. Only last
week I told how a couple of immigrants, after
being seat to the country to a certain farmer
only to find that the farmer did not want
them,' hunted about and got work in the dis5-
trict at 30s. per week for the man and his
wife. They remained in the job for just so
long as it took them to earn sufficient to pay
their return fares back to Perth, where the
wife is now earning 30s. a week, while the
husband has gone back to the country on his
own.

Mr. Pickering;. Think of the hundredis of
muen aei~t out hy the Ugly Mfen's Association
and from whom there hus been no complaint
whatever.

Eon. W. C. A.NGWIN:% I admit that in
many eases there are no complaints. The
men being sent out by the Ugly Men's
Association know nothing of Auilirnian eon-
ditions. You cannot expect at Fremantle
man with a wife and children to go to the
country and work for 25s. a week.

Mr. Latham: Not many in the country
are paid as little as that.

The Premier: I am afraid I should say- to
some of these men, '"Don't go to a farner,
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don't go into the country at all. Sta~y where
you are."

110n. W. C, ANOWIN: It all depends on
what class of farmer it is.

The Prenmier: The farmers are just as
decent and honest as are the men of Fre-
mantle.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:. Some are good,
soine bad. However, it is necessary that the
conditions should be looked into. A, man
engaged in clearing has to wait until the
iusieetor passes the work, and then go on
waiting until the employer gets an advance
from the Agricultural Bank. It means
probably six weeks before there is any pay-
ment at all.

Mr. McCallum- And he has to await the
burning off before he gets all that is owing
to him.

Ron, W. 0. ANOWIN: Yes, bat he has to
wait six weeks before getting anything at
all, unless indeed the farmer is financial.

Mr. Latham. lHe would not have to wait
more thnn a month.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It is a month be-
fore the inspector gets there.

Mr. Latham: And be pays on the job.
lion. W. C. ANGWIN: I was in charge of

the Immigration flepartment for three years,
so I know what takes place. I can tell as
many stories of country work as can the
hen, member. I believe the Premier will do
his best, but I do ask him to remember that
not every man can take on country work,
anAd I urge him to assist those also who can-
not go into the country.

jMr. O'LOG-HLEN (Forrest) (5.29): It is
regrettable that the )necessity should have
arisen for discussing this question in the
alouse. Unfortunately, the same conditions
obtain in Western Australia as are being
faced in other States, although perhaps they
are not so pronounced in this State.

The Premier: There are only 175 names
on the register.

Mr. 0 LOOFLEN: But the Premier
knows that the registration is not complete,
that it will run to a much larger number
than that. The sympathy, expressed by the
Premier is in welcome contrast to the atti-
tude of the Premier of a neighbouring State.
The member for South ]Fremantle (Mr. Mc-
Callum) said he woulsi not use this question
for party political advantages. All members
of the House will agree that the Premier
would never stoop to gain a party point on
any question which had arisen. Any sym-
psthy which he can extend towards the unt-
employed I think be will give. .Wis attitude
is in striking contrast to that of the Pre-
mier of South Australia, who was so callous
in his public affairs as to tell the men to go
and starve. In Western Australia we have
a State rich enough to prevent anyone from
starving. Unfortunately at present we have
a big body of unemployed. We are inf ormed
by the Treasurer that the credit of the coun-
try is good. If it is necessary to resort to
this credit, we should do so. This is neither

a Fremantle nor a Perth matter. Uinemploy-
ment is fairly rife throughout the State.

The Premier: No!
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Take Bunbury and

Collie, as instances. There are between 100
and 150 men idle in Collie, and I think a
similar number of men are idle in Bunbury.

The Premier: There is trouble at Bun-
bury, is there not?

Mr. O'LOGHLBN: It is not a question of
trouble, It is a question of a general de-
pression. The Government are a party to it
inasmuch as they have retrenched in the
Government railways to a large extent. This
is going on in some eases because of lack of
-work, and in other eaten because they think
they may get more efficient employees by
putting off the old hands.

The Premier: I do not think that is so at
all.

Mr. 0 'LOGULEN: Two women, cleaners,
came to the office this morning and
inquired for a position. One of them
sent four sons to the war and lost
one, and the other sent her only son,
who was killed. They have bqen for
19 and 20 years respectively engaged in that
work. The matter, of course, is one for the
Colonial Secretary, and the officers of his
department were very sympathetic towards
them. Unfortunately the old women had to
go. They felt their position very . keenly.
After I had left them I met two able-bodied
men, who asked me for money with which to
buy food. They said they had no food and
I took them to a coffee palace, and paid for
a meal for them. Yesterday I was obliged
to spend 9s. on. telegrams wiring to mnill
managers who were friends of mine to see if
they could place mein. The position is acute.
There is nothing more deplorable and heart-
breaking than to see men who are willing to
work and have families dependent upon them
unable to get employment. The Premier
suggests that the unemployed should take
on clearing contracts. It is a pity that the
member for South Fremnantle (Mr. McCallum)
was not able to give the Premier notice of
this motion in order that he might fortify
himself with the facts as to how far it was
possible to absorb men. I walk past the
Labour Bureau every morning and see there
numbers of men who are waiting for some-
thing to turn up.

Mr. Latham: You see the same faces every-
day.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: They should not be
there. If they are the same faces, there is a
responsibility attached to every member of
this House to see that those men get some
useful occnpation.

Mr. Latham: Many of them cannot work.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I ant not going to

adopt that attitude of despair, and admnit
that we have a large number of unemploy-
ables. In every State there are people who
cannot be employed but I hope not very
many. There are men at the Labour Bureau
every morning, men who would be good
workers if they could only find employment.
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The clearing contracts are not as profitable
as they used to be. I hare five brothers who
are growing wheat. Generally speaking, I
regard the farmers as a class as good as the
next one. It is, however, only human nature
onl their part to be prompted to get the best
deal that is going. If they can employ a
man at 25ls. a week who will perhaps b~e a
little more servile towards them thani the local
man would be, they will certainly take him.
Unfortunately clearing coiitracts do not offer
that remuneration which they didl some years
ago. The commodities whichi the clearer re-
quires have increased very much fin cost. I
have brothers who take onl clearing contracts
at times, but they have not been able to get
good results out of them, especially during
the last two years. Very much depends upon
Providence and upon their good luck. I
have letters from seven clearers around Emu
lill. They were originally luinpers at
Fremantle who were obliged to leave the
wharf. They tell me that they are working
hard hut are not able to show good wages.
It is only fair -that the Premier should try,
after this debate is concluded, to get a stock-'
taking mnade of the actual pos9ition of the
country from the point of view of clearing
in order to ascertain hlow nmany men the
couintry can absorb in profitable employment,
It is no good merely saying that clearing
work can be had in the country.

Mr. Latham: It is too late for clearing.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: That makes the posi-
tion worse and wre want the position improved.
I admit that during the winter it is the best
time for chopp~ing down or riagharking and
doing other necessary preliminary work, but
the House ought to know, and the unemployed
ought to know, how ninny .Jobs are offering
if they are willing to take them on and are
fit to take thcm on.

The Premier: We have dlone all we could
up to the present in this direction.

Mr. 0 'LOGHELEN: The position which
exists now did not always exist. When it
does exist it is of sufficient importance and
seriousness to prompt the Government to give
it the most eanest consideraition. I hope in-
deed they will do so. Persona-lly I do not
think the amount that is allowed by the Agri-
cultnral Bank for clearing enables a man to
make very much in the way of wages. The
Minister for Agriculture will, I am sure, agree
with mu in that. Last session, before lie
occupied the exalted position lie now holds,
he voiced the same complaint, namely, that
the settlers were not getting sufficient by way
of allotment f ronm the Agricultural Bank to
enable them to get their areas cleared. In
the eastern districts the mnen hail to paiy
subsidhies in various ways. One man niL't
give meat free of cbnrge, and another might
make a special allowance of 5s. an acre for
clearing. They were obliged to do that. To-
day the position is different.

The 'Minisiter for Agriculture: That is in
the heavy class of country.

Mr. 0 'LO('IILFEN: I hope that they will
continue tu clear that heavy class of ii.mtry.
Onl the golilfieldis the liosition waA also very
bad, due to the fact that depression ,t iii
there as well. I s11loIosP thepre are vonsiler-
ably over 1,60f1 mien who have flockedl to the
coast from the gollelds. Six hundred or
700 mna are )now workig in the timber in-
duistry who formerly workedl on the goidelds.
That industry is working full time and there
ii no room for additional men. It is practi-
tally unable to employ- any more for the pre-
sent. This is not a mnetropolitan miatter. I
hope work will be started in various places
so as to absorb those who are reatly and
willing to take it onl, 'Whatever happens, I
trust the Government will never adopt the
attitude that, if a manl is unable to do heavy
manual work, or if hie goes to a position in
the country, the famiily will he left in want
until the bread-winner has earnied sufficient
money to send to them. Although the cost
to our Charities Departmuent may be great,
sonic provision has to he mnade to help these
people. Western Australia stands out rather
well in that regard. It has had a lair reliuta-
tion in the past for giving help to those who
were in need. I trust time Government will
not turn a deaf car to any request that may
be iade for temporary as~sistance until
the head of the household has bee n
able to make sufficient money to send to his
family. I have worked on both the Lance-
field iine and the Consolidated mine at Wool-
gar, and I consider that both those mines
should be working to-dlay. The employers in
that area are, if I mistake not, marking time
until the expiration of the award, which runs
out at the end of the year. We often hear
about workers slowing down, but in Western
Australia I fear that some of the employers
are slowing down. There is considerable evi-
dence of that.

The Minister for Works: There is not much
encouragement to the employers to find work.

'Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: WhVat about the Tampers
in unbury?

The Minister for Works interjected.
Mr. 0 'La GIILEN: They hare not stopped

ships from being loaded.
The 'Minister for Works: Ships are not

going there. An inquiry is now going on.
Mr. 0 'LOG11LE'N: There has been very

little publicity given to it. If any shipping
hail been driven away fromn unmbury the
newspapers would hare given publicity to it.

The 'Minister for Works: They didl not
drop upon it.

Mr, 0 'LOGIflEN: The ,journalists must be
very slow if that is soe, or they would have
had something to say if the lumpers had been
responsible for driving a ship away f rom
that port.

The 'Minister for Works: It was in con-
nection with powellised timber.

Mr. O'LOOHFIEN I could debate that
quiestion for n hour.

Mr. SPEAKE'R: No" t Onl this motion.
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Mr. 0 'LOGHgLEN: That is so. 'We haove
bad] conferences and generally have been able
to fix things tip 'in the past, but now we have
a question facing us whlich stands apart from
any ordinary industrial matter. There is no
doubt that there are ninny people out of
work. They are continually appealing to
miembers. on both sides of the Hlouse. No one
is in a position to help them unless out of
his own pocket, -No one should be called
upon to do this. I trust that the Premier
-will arrange for a conference to he held be-
tween various private employers and repre-
sentatives of the unemployed. If the em-
ployers cannot give sufficient 'work to absorb
the unemployed it behoves the Goveranient
to see that they do not go hungry. Ibelieve
the Premier will rise to his responsibility in
a different way to the method employed in the
'Eastern States. I do not think he is anxious
to force the workers to accept 'lower wages-
and so reduce the standard of their living,
He should get to work in a couple of dlays
on behalf of thle Governmnent aui see if the
position cannot be relieved at the earliest
possible mnonment, so that the men and women
who are out of work shall be given an oppor-
tunity to earn their living in the country,
-which teems with production and opens up
possibilities for everyone who is willing and
anxious to work.

Mr. SIMON0S (East Perth) [5.431: The
seriousness of the position with which we are
faced cannot be mnimised. There may be
a number of members on the other side of
the Rouse who tic not come so close to the
problem as those sitting in opposition. We
can speak from -daily experience of almost
countless claims upon our consideration. This
afternoon the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) and thle member for Leonora
(Mr. Hteron) attended a meeting of the city
unemployed. There were 247 men present
who were anxious and eager to work. I am
familiar wvith the fact that at every meeting
of unemployed one finds the professioaal un-
employable. I will be -perfectly fair in ad-
mitting that probably 20 per cent- of the
men one ineets on these occasions belong to
that professional class which looks for work
but hopes to Hfeaven they will not find it.
Apart from that 10 per cent. I believe that
the men with whom we discussed the position
to-day were genuine. One nitin who is known
to me personally has nine children and a
wife to keep. There are thus 11 souls
dependent upon him and upon his earnings.
Eiven though he has been in constant work
for 10 years and has been unemployed for
onl1y two months, he has with his responsi-
bilities been unable to set aside any reserve
fund upon which to drawv at this stage.
When wve find citizens of that description simS-
feriing inl our midst we nmnst see that it de-
volves upon the Government to give earnest
attention to their eases. We do nut wish to
use this issue in order to harass the. Govern-
went. What we seek is the sympathetic atten-

tion and consideration of those now sitting on
the Government benches and those supporting
the Governmient. It is-not much use talking
about the matter unless we arc able to sug-
gest something. It does. not seem to he
an impossible thing to undertake the sewer-
age extensions at Subiaco and -North -Perth,
which suburbs are in an unhealthy condition
because of the absence of sewerage, especially
now that sumnmer is approaching. This is
work which can be dlone by men who
cannot go to the country and carry out more
difficult work. This afternoon1  with the
two meinbers I have mnentioned, I attended
a conference and a proposal wvas made
that there should he a march to Parliament
House for the purpose of nuinkiag a dlemon-
stration to parade their force before mueni-
hers; of Parliament. We said that the Pre-
ier was a reasonabRe mann and that thle M.in-

isters were also reasonable men and that we
wvould prefer to have a delegation of six
from the uniemployed, who would seek a con-
ference with the Premnier and] discuss calmly
anmd dispassionately with him the whole of the
situation. We dlid not wish to indulge in
heroics or to have a parade round thle, walls
of this Chabebr. Rather than that wve shall
rely upon the kindly consideration of thle P're-
inier in his office to-norrow when listening
to the delegation of six appointed to place
the position before him. We know that de-
monstrations of unemployed have been stage-
managed in the Eastern States in orde'r to
embarrass Labour Governments. W-e do not
wish to take any such action in this State.
This is a matter which can he handled calmly
and effectively. TIn making our representations
to the gathiering, we relied upon the Premier
dealing with this position calmly and con-
siderately rather than have any noisy demion-
stration to draw attention to the require-
meaits; of the iineniployed. I hope that the
importance of the position will not be mini-
mised, because if it goes miuch further, it
wVill get to a stage that will make it difficult
for us to handle it with clearness and calmn-
Hess.

Nfr. S. Ir. SMITH (Nelsonl) [.5.471: I
begin to think mnembers of this Chamher and
more particularly the metropolitan meumbers,
do not realise what unemployment means. I
:agree entirely with the Premier when hie says
that if theic noisy demonstrators who come
to his office would get away to the country
districts and helpo to develop the State, there
would be no need for representations regard-
ig unentploymnent. There is one manl who
stands to-dlay in the way of employment, and
that person is thle present Conservator of For-
ests. non. members will remiember that when
I spoke on the Address-in-reply I said there
was room for thousamids of people to hie em-
ployed in our forests ait work which would be
of direct benefit to the State as a whale. I
reiterate that statemeat and canl prove eon-
elusively that if we 4t1d away with this in-
dividual 'a regulatiomis and threw open thle
Crown lands, there would be no need for the
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unemployment cry. The telephone poles which
are being supplied to-clay throughout the
State comne from timber condemned by the
Forestry inspectors, For that timber up to
37s. 6d. poer load is being received right
throughout the South-West from Buahury,
through Manjimutp and down to Pemberton,
and up the Preston 'Valley. That is the price
they are receiving for sleepers cut fromn tim-
ber on private property. The price they re-
ceive ranges down to 15s. per load at a dis-
tance of some seven miles from the railway.
We have thousands of loads of jarrah ad-
jacent to the railways that will hring in any-
thing up to £2 per load. if Crown lands
were thrown open, employment for thousands
of people would be prodided. I have no
sympathy for those persons in Perth and
Fremnantle who come crying to the Premier
about unemployment.

Mr. Clydeadale: What about the married
man witlh a family?

Mr. J. H. S'MITH:, T blame the Govern.-
ment for this position in that they have not
got rid of the hampering regulations. If
Parliament is in control there should be no
dictatorship by ant individual who can say
''you shall not go here," and ''you shall not
go there." Why should we not receive the
benefits of these prices ranging up to 30s.
or £2 per load for timber which can be cut
on Crown lands? Why depend upon a few
individuals who hive taken up timber leases?
Why not throw open the Crown lands and
secure to the State the samne benefit? There
are hon. members in this Chamber who have
spoken about this subject, but who know
nothing about it. I could name those hon.
members if I liked. On the other hand there
are a few who know the facts about the po-
sition. Fires go through the forests and burn
flebottom of the timber. ft is said that
men cannot cut jarrah under a certain size.
P'ractical men-not the Conservator 0±
Forests, for he will not admit it-know, as
forestry inspectors will tell one, that such a
tree is blighted. When the fire passes, it
burns. a small hole in the bottom of the tree
and later the top begins to wither. That tree
is undersized and it is damaged], yet it can-
not be cut. I am, of course,, referring to
Crown lands. Why cannot we get rid df this
individual who dictates to Parliament? I do
not know why the Government have not
brought in sonic provision to deM with this
position, or whether the Government are tied
to this man. I have no sympathy with him.
Hle has turned prosperous towns ini the South-
W~est into a state of stagnation. If we took
action to rectify this position there wouldl
he no need to come to Parliament with talk
of unemployment.

'Mr, C'lydesdale: But what about the mnar-
nied men?

Mr. J. HT. SMITH: Men cant make up to
£E7 and £8 or £9 a week cutting sleepers in
the timber country. Even men from the Old
C'ounitry can make from f4 to £5 a week
when they go down there. The present Arbi-

tration. Court award provides a rate of 40s.
or 50s. a week.

Mr. (Clydesdale: 'Not every man can cot-
sleepers.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It only requires a cer-
tain amount of physical strength.

MNr. Clydesmiale: I would UiP to see you,
cutting them.

'Mr. 3. H. SMITH: I could cut more
sleepers than the bon. member could handi-
cap horses, and make more money out of it-
It is a farce metropolitan members coming
here talking about unemployment. It will
always; exist until we give the country dits-
tricts a fair chance. It will always exist
while metropolitan nemabers espeially have
this curse of central isation, as they seem to
have, in their mnuls. It will always exist
while nieniberA want tramway extensions to
Comeo and elsewhere-, inst~aA of railways
through the Warren River district or on to,
Denmark. While such an attitude continues,
we will never prosper. There is no need tor
preach, prattle and make a ''holy show"
about unemployment. The Premier says there
is no need for it and lhe is right. I will back
him up. While he insists on people going out
into the country districts and upon people
doing some good for themselves, I wvill back
him uip. There is only one way of dealing
with this prublem and that is by throwing
open Crown lands. I could' mentioni the
names of a dozen people who are prepared to
pay 30s. a load for timber from Crown lands
along the railways. The Government should
deal with this position by way of calling
for tenders. They should get the forestry
ilispectors-we have enough of them, good-
ness knows, under 'Mr. Lane-Poole-and let
thenm mark out the trees they require, and
then let individuals like Lewis and Reid, the
contractors to the South Australian Govern-
ment, 'Millars' or anyone else, go through and
let them stmbseqvent~y put in. their tenders. Let
the Minister in charge-I- would not permit
the Conservator of Forests to decide any such
question-go through the tenders and say
who should secure the right to take the tim-
ber. T guarantee that if this were done, there
would be no men out of employment to-day.
No matter who the man is, if hie has a part-
tidle of manhood in him, he will be able to
umake good money hiewing sleepers on Crown
lands in the South-West. That is the solution
of this difficulty.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You know that such.
a person could not get a license.

Mr. J. H, S-MITH: Why not?
Rlon. W. C. Angwin: Because it is against

the law.
Mr. J. U1. SMITH: Is it because Lane-

Poole is a dictator and Parliament wvill not
give him a lesson? Is it on account of the
State Sawmills? Are we afraid of the Can-
servator!

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I had unemployment
in the State Sawmill at 'Manjinmup.

Mr. J. H. S"MITHI: Why cannot we give
men licenses to cut in the way I mention? Is
not Parliament capable of giving men Ii-
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-censes? Is not Parliament the ruling body in
Western Australia?

The 'Minister for Works: Not in forestry
matters.

Mr. J. H1. SMITH: Why is that?- Is it
because we have a dictator in the Conser-
vator of Forests?

The Minister for Works: Hle has his Act.
Mr. J_ H. SMITH: I have beard no Min-

ister talk of making alterations. Are 'Min-
isters afraid of the Conservator? Why do the
Government not do sometlang? It is no good
speaking oa this subject. T wilt not waste
breath talking about 'it. I am sick of the
whole thing. I am sick of Parliament. A
man is wasting his time sitting here. The
1400 a year I get here, does not pay me, for
I lose more than that, because of my position
.as a member of Parliament. Why do not the
Government do something? I will support
any Government who will take action in this
matter. Tf we bad a Government drawn froni
the Country Party, I would support them it
they took action. I do want this talk of uin-
employment stopped by the provision of work
in the country districts. I admire the Pre-
mier for the stand be takes when he says
that these -people should go into the country
districts. If they do so, there will be
no need to talk about unemployment.
I have no sympathy for the individual
who walks along Wellington-Street, up
Barrack-Street, and along Murray-Street,
and then says that he cannot fInd wvork.
I blame the Government for allowing a
dictator to interfere with the position. I
know the position from A to Z mid
the member for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Logh-
len) knows it better than I do.
He knows, as I do, that so long as
we have that dictator i n his present
position, the existing state of affairs
must continue. Thousands of men could be
ejmployed in connection with the timber in-
dustry. Why do the Government not act?
What are they afraid of? Is it that Millars,
perhaps, have told the Government that they-
receive a certain price for timber and have
asked the Government not to throw open the
Crown lands yet awhile. Is there anything
of that nature afoot! I would -regret to
think that anything of that sort happened.
I do not think it has. I believe it is the
dictator, in the person of the Conservator of -
Forests, who haV created all this trouble and
unemployment in Western Anstralia. The
timber industry is the one live industry in
the South-West to-day. The agricultural in-
dustry-and I believe everyone will admit
that the present Premier, when Minister for
Lands, really eitablisherl the agricultnral in-
dustry in Western Australia-is not keeping
the Southi-West going; it is not keeping the
Sussex electorate going, as perhaps the mem-
ber for Sussex (M.%r. Pickering) will admit.
We can all admit that the wheat growing
areas are doing a lot for 'Western AustraliaN
but the timber industry is keeping the South-
West alive. Yet we are suffering because of
the dictatorshin of the Conservator of For-

ests, M.%r. Lane-Poole. I do not know why
the Government, wvith such a strong majority
behind them, d8 not do away with that dic-
tatorship and throw open the Crown lands in
the manner I have indicated, so as to receive
the benefit of the money available for sleepers.
There is no need for unemployment in West-
era Australia if the Premier will only do
something to throw open our Crown lands.
If he does so, I am satisfied that, given a fair
trial, this country -will never look back.

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [6.0]: 1
was indeed pleased to hear the member for
Nelson say tbat married men could earn
from £3 to £9 per week.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: I said £4 to £6, £8 to £9.
Mr. CLYDESDALiE. Well, even taking it

at that, it is pleasing to know that they can
earn so much money. Such being the Case,
it is surprising that the Government bare not
despatched them out there ore this. I have
just returned fromi a meeting of the unem-
ploeyed. I am not one of those extremists,
who, like the member for Nelson, arc
carried away and make extreme state-
ments, yet I say there were 247 persons
at that meeting, and that on inquiry I found
that 140 of them were married. That is in
Perth alone. They assured me there were
twice as ninny in the metropolitan area. It
is al] very well for the member for Nelson to
talk about married men being able to earn
this big money at sleeper hewing. A lot of
those men have never cut a sleeper in their
lit as- IHow much could they earn at it?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Up to £4.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: Or about as much as

the hon. member himself could earn.
Mfr. T. R. Smith: I have earned £9 a wreek

at it.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: It must have been a

long time ago. The Government Must do0
something for the unemployed married men
in the metropolitan area.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Send themn into the
country.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: And if yen do, what
provision is there in the couintry for their
wives and families? There is not even a
decent hut. And sonic of those n-omen and
children have never been out roughing it in
pioneer districts. Hav-a a heart, man, (d!l
Given a little experience, those ineople wvould
make as good settlers as any others, but the
Government must first provide accommodation
for the wives and families before sending
them into the country. At that meeting of
unemployed this afternoon a motion was
moved that all present march to Parliament
House. But we expressed our satisfaction
with the genuineness of their protestations
and reminded them that they did not want to
make a show. They agreed, 'and said that
all they wanted was work. It is our duty
to try to provide work for them. I have
little to say on behalf of the single men.
Numbers of them there to-day should have
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been out in the country. Since the arriv-al of
the English boat last Thursday-, 160 iinii-
grants have been placed in the country.
Surely local people also eanbe placed there!
If the immigrants- are receiving preference
over local people, it is time that sort of thing
was altered. I do not say it is the case. I
appeal on behalf of the married mn out of
work. We in tend to seek a conference with
the Premier to-morrow. 'We hope that he will
be able to afford some relief to the married
men who are out of employment through no
fault of their own.

Mr. Sampson: Are they tradesmen?

Mr. CLYDESDAIJE. Because we wont to
work on practical lines, I have asked that
every man register his name nnd occupation,
so that to-morrow we shall be able to give
the Premier full particulars, If the Premier
has reason to believe that any of those men
hias been living Oil unemlloyment, I Will
agree 'with him that such men should be de-
nied all consideration. Unfortunately there
is genuine distress in the city. Nobody knows
it better thau do0 1. I hope thle Premier will
give the married men and women the con-
sideration they are so justly entitled to.

Mr. . THOMSONX (Katanning) [6.5]:
We all deplore the unemployment of married
men, hut it is strange that we should have a
section of thle Trades Hall who tell men not
to go out and earn decent iideomes, who will
not permit them, to go to work. I refer, of
course, to thle shearing dispute. This para-
graph was piblislied in the Press quite re-
centir : -

The dispute between the Trades Hall and
the Pastoralists' Assoviation has now lasted
several monthso, and shearing has also been
in active progress dluring that period, chiefly
at 1920 rates and conditions. Nothing
could be more deplorable inl the interests of
thle genuine workers and the State than the
mnanner in which the disputes committee
have handled the whole business. Right
fromr thle start the disputes committee has
refused to consider the merits of the case,'
And has held ont for its ''irreducible mini-
mum,'' relying solely onl might being right.
There are probably not 20 men among the
shearer who were not satisfied to continue
oil at last year 's rates, and what are known
as the 1921 demnands emlanated entirely from
the Trades Hall. The position as it now
stands is that the VI'storolists' Association
still offers to pay last year's rate of 30s. per
100l sheep, while the disputes committee has
stated thant it will allow the men to shear at
.3s, 4(1. per i100, provided they contribute
2o1 per cent., or 6s, 8d, per 100, from their
earnings, to thle Trades Hall to carry on t.he
fight. This will leave the mn with 26s. 8d-
ir 100), instead of tile 30s., which is the

rate at which the pastoralists are now
getting their sheep shorn, being the same
rate and under the same conditions as ob-
tained last year.
Mr, Sinuons: What authority is that?

'Mr. A. THO3ESOC: The hon. memlber
knows that thle statement is perfectly correct.
A large number of men are willing to go out
and earn good money shearing.

'Mr. Clydesdale. How oman-v in all are en-
ga ged in shearing in Western Australia?7

Mr. A. THOMSON: The shearing work
offering will help to absorb some of the'nuns-
hers you referred to.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You know that Mr.
Noble said that most of thle shearing was
done.

Mr. A. THO'MSON: But not the whole of
it. The Trades Hall have refused to permit
men to take the work offering.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: Did they not go to the
Pastoralists' Association and agree to accept
the terms offered? That was a fortnight ago.
The pastoralists backed out.

Mr. A. THOMSON:. That statement is not
correct, Thle mn said they were willing to
work, provided they got the difference be-
tween what was offered and what was pro-
vided in the award.

Air. O'Loghlen: No, they accepted the
offer of the pastoralists.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 'Mr. Secretary Wiling-
ton turned it down, and his statement ap-
peared in the Press.

Mr, 0 Loghlca: TAhat happened four days
later 7

Mr. A. THOMNSON\: At all events, there
should not be any) quarrel about the uncm-
llo3linent of married men.

Mr. M.Nunsie: There would not be if you
could induce then) to work for two bob a day.

Mr. A. THOM1SO.N: I have never paid
two bob a day in amy life. My men have al-
ways worked 18 or 20 years for me, and so
they must have been satisfied with what they
got. As I say, we should not quarrel over
unemployment. I commend the Premier for
his desire to send the mn into the country,
and I comumend the member for South Fre-
mantle, who is backing up the Premier in
that desire. Here is an opportunity which
will have the effect of stopping this central-
isation policy.

lion. IV. C. Angwvin: Centralisation be
damned!

Mr. A. THOMSO2\ : It is all very -well
f or the lion, member to make a show of in-
dignation, but this party stands for decentral-
isation and there are plenty of men behind
this party who are just as good as the
heon. miember.

'Ron. W. C. Ang-win: But the hon. mem-
ber is just as good as you, any day or any-
where.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is passing strange
that while we have one section of the Labour
Party dratwing attention to unemployment,
we have another section preventing men f rom
accepting emnploymnent.

.Mr. Clydesdale: But all the shearing in
the State would not absorb one-tenth of the
unemployed in Perth.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It would absorb some
of them, Why cannot they exercise common
sense and take what work is offering! Men
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are sent out to the variopts stations, but are
not allowed to get (lawn to work on 'arrival.
Surely when we have men willing to work we
should see to it that they are allowed to do
the work! If hon. mnenmbers opposite are sin-
cere in their desire to assist the Premier-

Ron. WV. C. Angwin: The Premier can get
mare assistance fromt this side than he cn
front your party.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I will do all I can
to assist the Premier and members opposite
to find employment for unemployed ]nen, par-
titularly married men. It is the duty of the
State to find work for the married men first.
There is plenty of work for single men if
they are prepared to go out and get it. I
hope that some members will withdraw their
opposition to a certain mecasure and endea-
vour to assist the speedy establishment of
bulk haudiling of wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No fear! That is
going to result in a loss.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If it were brought
into being it would help to absorb the un-
employed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Talk sense, do! You
know there is no possibility of that scheme
being started within the next twelve months.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I believe a certain
amount of work can be found for those who
want it. I will do all I can to assist the
association of which the member for Canning
is president, which has been sending a large
number of men into the country.

Mr. MecCALLIJ3 (South Fremiantle)
[6.15): I ask permission to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave witbdrawn.

Sitting suspended from 0.15 to 7.30 p~.

QUESTION--FREWOOD GETTERS,
RATES.

Mr. 0 'LOG-HLEN asked the M.inister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that under the per-
mit system firewood getters in the hills dis-
trict are called upon to Pay exorbitant rates
to thle roads board? 2, Is lie aware that the
rates onl permit 1210 amount to £E14 Is. 3d.
for a man with two horses and drays? -3, In
the interests of the industry, wiililhe have
inquiries made to see if relief Can be given
by the reduction of rates?

The MINISTER FOE WORKS replied:
1, 2, and 3, The fees fixed in respect to
vehicles used for heavy carting such as fire-
wood, gra-vel, stone, eta., on the bills district
arc considered equitable. 'Many of the roads,
leading from the hills to the plains have been
entirely ruined by this traffic, and it is be-
yond the means of the local authorities to
keep the roads in safe usable condition, and
the Governmient cannot find funds for this
work. Heavy winter carting muust be re-
stricted in the interests of the majority of
thle settlers who use these roads.

QUESTION-ESPERANCE-NOETH-
WARD RAILWAY.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN (for Bon. T. Walker)
asked the Minister for Works: When does
he anticipate the further supply of rails
necessary for the Construction of the Esper-
ance-.Nortliward Railway will be delivered on.
the works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
It. is difficult to fix a d~te, as the present
prices asked for rails is so high as to render
it a miatter for grave consideration. At pre-
sent quoted prices rails would cost about
1£1,500 per mile as against £E600 per mile pre-
war prices. It is the general opinion autiongst
the iron and steel trade that a heavy fall in
prices motst eventuate during the coming 12
months.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On mnoti.on by Mr. O'Loghlen, leave

sentee for two weeks granted to Mr.
(Brown Hfill-Ivanhoe) on the ground
health.

of at'-
Luitey
of ill-

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING,

1, State Children Act Amendment.
Received from the Council,

2, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the 'Minister for Mines.

ANNUAL ESTI'MATES.

MXessage from thle Governor received and
read transmitting the annual Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the financial
year 1921.22, and recommending apprupria-
tionl.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1921-22.

In Cowmmittee of Supply.

The House having resolved itself into Coin-
mitten of Supply to receive the Annual
Financial Statement, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND COLOINIAL TREAS-
URER (Hon. Sir James Mfitehell-Northam)
[7.37]: This is my third budget, and my
task to-night is no less difficult tn it has
been on previous occasions. The Committee
will naturally ask why I failed to realise
last year's estimates. 'Members are entitled
to know and I shall endeavour, as I go along,
to explain why we failed to finish the year
with a deficit of £4100,000, and will also closely
scrutinise to-days proposals. I want time Coam-
mittee to realise that the war disabilities still
Continue. After the cessation of war there
-was a trade revival in same directions. It
lasted for some little time, but during this
year there has undoubtedly been considerable
trade stagnation. This is due largely to the
world's financial position:i When one remem-
hors just what is happening, haow the world's
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finance is disorganised and how impossible it
has been for many of the nations to trade
because of the exchange difficulty and through
want of credits generally', one realises just
how difficult the position is. The world'Is
markets have not freely absorbed our pro-
ducts, and much of what they did absorb
was absorbed only at reduced prices. In sub-
mitting the budget last year I estimated
that the deficit would be £399,000. The actual
deficit for the year was £E686,726. This in-
crease was due to tl~e loss on public utilities,
anti largely owing to the railway strike. I
anticipate that the position will improve dur-
ing this year, because I doubt very much
if the trade depression will last, 'No one can
foretell just when the improvement wvill come,
or just what will happen, but indications are
not wanting that there will be an improve-
ment in trade. Therefore, before the year
closes I hope that the earnings of our public
utilities will show a very material increase.

Factorsr contributing to Unemnploymaent.

We have passed through a very trying time,
and naturally the railway traffic has fallen
off. The ports have bad less shipping and the
building trade has suffered a depression, both
of' which factors have affected our public
utilities considerably. For a time there was
a 1-cry great activity in the building trade,
but it was quite obvious to everybody that
it could not last, and to this is due largely
the fact that there are so many men out of
work. Unfortunately, many men were drawn
to the city by the prospect of constant em-
ploymnent and the wages offered. The city
is a very attractive place, especially when
there is plenty of work andI settled -work to
be obtained. Alt this falling off in trade baa
affected our pnblic utilities. 'Mining has also
experienced a setback. There is no need for
me to dwell upon this, because the position
is wrell understood by every hon. member.
I shall just mentioa some of the items to
show where the falling off has occurred. Our
lead, copper, and tin mines have practically
shut down. The sandalwood industry ls
almost disappeared. This industry in the
past has provided a great deal of work, not
only at the port of Vrem-antle, but in that
part of the country where the timber is pulled
and carted to the railways by which it is
conveyed to the seaboard. All this represents
a very considerable los-. Pearl shell is prac-
tically unsalcable, and on account of the
operating costs of our meat works, meat can-
not be exported. It is quite true that, due
to the falling off of activity in many of thme
direetions I have indicated, men have been
thrown out of employment, but there is work
in the country for every worker in the State.
I am quite aware, of course, that a number
of married men in the city cannot find permna-
nent employment just at present. This is to
be regretted because, when a man makes a
homne for himself, he naturally expects to be
able to obtain employment sufficiently near
to his home to enable him to live. It is our

duty to see that work is provided, but I must
point out that work, cannot be provided for-
everybody in the city. 'With a revival in
trade, the position will undoubtedly improve,
but everything depends upon the trade which
our people do. Our revenue depends alto-
gether upon it, and a great deal of employ-
ment depends upon it. I do not expect that
there will be any very material change in
trade immediately, hut I believe that the tide
has turned, that we are again on the up
grade, and that trade will gradually become-
better and better. .Shipping certainly should
be more active, and when that happens the
position all round will improve. .

ltcrcn ne and Expenditure, 19210-22.

I must refer to the financial position for
the year 1920-21 before comling to the Esti-
ma tea for the present financial year. A corn-
parison between the revenue and ex-
penditure for 1920-21 and the estimates will
be found in 'Return 'No. 1. The total rev-
enue was £6,789,565 and the total expenditure
£7,476,291. The actual deficiency was £686,726,
whereas the estimatecd deficit was E390,413-
L will show why the estimate was not realised,
and the causes to which this was due.
Amnongst other things we have had to pay'
increased salaries to the civil servants. There
has also been the increased cost of coniodi-
ties. When boa. members realise the extent
to which purchases have to be made by the
Government, they will see how easy it is for a.
large expenditure to be incurred in this eon-
nection. Thiere were also other expenses
which could not be controlled. Then there
was the loss of revenue. Return No. 6 wilt
show the details of these losses, There was
also the failure of public utilities to reach the
Estimates.

Deficiency on Public Utilities.
The total deficiency on public utilities was

£714800O, railways, including sinking fund,
£594,8462; and water supply £155,681. There
is some smiall consolation to be hadl fromn the
fact that we have contributed largely to the
sin king fund. Last year we contributed
£342,277, equal to about half the deficit.
There is. also the interest on investments
on account of sinking fund of £E460,761,
making a total improvenment on account of
sinking fund of £803,038. This exceeds last
year's. deficit by £116,313. I do not contend
tlhat the sinking fund has not to be paid. It
has to he paid because we have agreed to pay
it. The earnings I have mentioned in interest
are the earnings of the sinking fund invested
over many years. Return -No. 4 shows the
position regardiing the deficit. On account of
governmental there was a surplus of
f29,074, the loss on public utilities was
£E714,800, and the net deficiency therefore was
ff686,726. I have dividedl the revenue and
expenditure under two headings, govermeatal
as distinct from public. utilities. I will -refer
later on to the method of making up the
accounts.
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Estimtates for 1920.

I anticipated last year that we would re-
coeive revenue to the amiount of £6,606,494.
We actually received £6,789,565, or an in-
crease of £183,161. Details regarding the
departments end the results will be seen on,
'Return No. 2, which lion, members will find
very useful. I over-estlimated on account of
revenue to the tune of £124,981. The
chief items were as follows: probate duty
£E22,000, Commonwealth £12,000, land revenue
£13,000, mining £5,000, railways £36,000,
Yandanooka estate £8,000 and the Royal Mfint
£6,000. I1 also under-estimated to the
tune of £308,142. The chief items were

,as follows: Income tax £59,000, divi-
dend duty £100,000, timber £12,000, Co-
lonial Secretary £L0O,000, tramways £11,000,
electric works £10,000, Fremantle Harbour
'Trust £12,000, water supply and sewerage
£E17,000, and trading concerns £E20,000. It
-will be seen that our revenue was
better by £183,000 than was anticipated, but,
notwithstanding that, we finished up with a
deficit larger than was anticipated. I will
briefly refer to the Estimates and actual ox-
3penditure. The estimated expenditure for
1920-1 was £7,005,337, and the actual expen-
diture £7,476,291, making an increase of
£470,474. The details of this expenditure
will be found on 'Return No. 3. I over-esti-
mated the expenditure by £E26,703. That is
not a very great amount. Under special Acts
I over-estiunited that we would expend
£20,000, on account of agriculture £1,000 and
on the Yandamioolcui estate £4,500. I under-
-estimated the expenditure by £497,1.77. That
is a more serious matter. In my own depart-
meat T under-estimated to the extent of
£12,000, in the Treasury £E32,000, Lands
£17,000, Education £34,000, Health £16,000,
Colonial Secretary £27,000, Printing £17'o,0,
Rallways £237,000, Tramways £25,000, Elec-
tric Works £20,000, and Water Supply and
Sewerage £21,000. H1on. members will see the
particulars set out on Rfeturn No. 1.

I ncreased Jfages anmd Salaries.

During the past two years we have had to
face considerable increases in wages and
salaries. In the railways we had to pay iii
1919-20, increaces to the amount of f2,50,000,
and in 1920-21 £295,.100, a total increase of
£545,500. In the tramways for the former
year we had to pay £10,200, and in the latter
year £17,000, a total of £27,200. Under the
bheading of electricity supply we had to pay
last year an increase of £E2,100. In connection
-with our water supplies the increase was
£7,000 for the former year and £24,000 for
the latter, a total of £31,000. In the civil
service there was an increase of £35,000 for
the former year and £50,300 for the latter',
mnaking a total oft £85,500. The teachers
-received in 1919-20 an increase of £24,000 and
in -.the following year £60,000, a total of
£84,000. The police received £15,000 and
£7,600 resetively, mnaking a total of
£22,800; while oil other accounts the increases

were £10,000 and £16,850 respectively, making
a total. of £26,850. Members will see
that We are paying £824,750 per antnum
more under these headings than we were
paying two years ago. It is due chiefly
to these increases that the deficit is as large as
it i&. I hope the Committee will remember
that we are paying these additional sums
mainly because of arbitration awards and the
reclassification of the service.

Revised forma of Estimates.

I have, as hon. members will oee on turning
to the Estimates, slightly revised the fornm in
which they appear. The previous method of
showing the revenue and expenditure was mis-
leading. The position I. think ought to be
defined under the headings of governmental
and public utility, and the Estimates have
been remodelled on this basis. Hoan- members
will see that there is in the Estimates a main
general summary, a summary p)receding
govermental expenditure, and a summary pre-
ceding public Ltility expenditure. I think
this form will be found convenient to mcui-
hers, and it should mnake the position more
clear. Under the old system sonic depart-
meats showed their gross receipts, other
departments, the Savings Bank, for instance,
showed only the profits, and other depart-
zuents such as the Harbour Boards, showed
only the excess revenute nfter providing for
interest and sinking fund. These various
methods caused confusion. It is not right
that we should regard as revenue money
brought in as earnings from public utilities,
when these earnings havo cost us moure than
the amount we received. I think the syvstem.
Y have adopted is the right one, and I hope
the Committee wvill agree with me On that
point.

Ministerial Control of Finances.

The government have absolute control over
certain of our activities, but to a Certain ex-
tent our public. utilities are managed nder
Acts of Parliament; the Railways by a Coin-
missioner, and the Harbour at Premnantle, for
instance, by a board or Trust. The real finan-
cial position can, T think, now he more
easily ascertainied by members. Our total
expenditure for 1.J20-23 was £7,476,291,
but our governmental expenditure was
only £E3,002,802. Hon. members will find
the particulars set out in Return 'No.
4. People say it is easy to econoinise,
and they are apt to believe that the
expenditur6 actually controlled by 'Ministers
was the whole expenditure, in the present ini-
stance £7,500,1000. It it were V,500,000
there would have been no trouble about
reducing it by a good round sumn. The
public have got into the way of be-
lieving that the whole expenditure of
Government is upon the civil ' service.
That is not the case at all.' 'th total
extpenditure under the direct control of Min-
isters was £3,000,000. It embraced speial
Statute payments of £187,000, education
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£490,1000, charities £88,000, medical (includ-
ing hospitals), homes for aged, etc., £1I69,000,
police £1753,000, lunacy £97,000, goals £2N,000,
and aborigines £ 10,000, while it also included
interest charges oil loan works other than pub-
lie utilities of £:1,087,000. Ministers, there-
fore, really controlled anl expenditure, apart
from the management of public utilities, of
something under £C1 ,00,000, a very differ-
Vitt figure to E7,5)0,00t0. There are other
returns besides those I have iientioned, all
brving designed onl simple lines writh the ob-
ject of giving the fullest possible informa-
tion.

Holt. IV. C. Angwvin: Who controls the ex-
1 ,eiidittire of £:1,000,000?

The PREMIER: Ministers do.
Hon. W. C. 'Angisin: Who -ontrols the ex-

pendliture of £3,000,000 on public utilities?
The PREMIER: The Ministers control

them to a certain extent, but they are largely
under Acts of Parliament: the Comnmissioner
of Railways controls the Railways, and the
Hlarbour Trust controls the harbour at Pre-
mantle, for instance, as the lion. member
knows. There arc other Acts which place
the control under certain boards and indi-
viduals.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: You only get the sur-
plus from the harbour boards and do not con-
trol them at all.

The PREMIER: 'We get the surplus from
the Trust, but we get the reverse from the
others.

J,-slimnated Revenue and Expenditure, I2-~
The revenue and expenditure for 1921-22 is

expected to be as follows: Governmental
expenditure £:1,898,428, expenditure under
special Acts applicable to governmental
£1,294,227, a total of £3,192,655, while the
revenue is expected to* be £3,194,371, which
should leave a surplus uinder governmental of
£1,716. That is the revenue apart from that
received from public utilities. It seems to
me we ought to make the expenditure under
this heading balance itself.

Holt. W. CI. Angw~in: You put that v-ery
nicely-' ought to-''

The PREMIER: The figures did inaiate
last Year. I will show the lion, member just
what happened last year when there was a
surplus uinder this heading of £28,000. How-
ever, public utilities ale expectedl to account
this year for anl expenditure of £3,048,339,
and interest anil sinking fund under special
Acts debited to public utilities for £1,381,640,
or a total of £4,429,000; and those public
utilities are expected to produce a revenue of
£3,956,539. I wish to point out that the ex-
penditure on public utilities covers all
charges-interest and sinking fund included,
of course. It is expected that there will be
for thle current year a deficiency of 1573,444
on public utilities, which leaves a shortage on
the year's operations of £571,728. Mfay T
ask the attention of the Conmmittee to this
statement : The domestic expenditure, that
is to say expenditure on Education, Medical

andl Public Health, Police, Gauls, Lunacy,
Charities, and Aborigines, n-ill be for the
current 'year 91,110,760. The revenue from
these slepartiments for the current y'ear is
estimated at £,76,289, and fromt taxation we
expect to get U1 033,011(1, or a total of
£1,109,289. This represents the whole of our
taxation, and] the whole of the revenue earned
liv the departments whichl I have mentioned.
It will be seen that expenditure under this
hcadling will absorb ,iot only the taxation
antl rev-enule, hutl will Icave at delicney of
£1l,471. Ill other words, the whole of' our
taxation, every penny of it, and more, goes
to provide tilese services which I hsave men-
tionel, which are free servicis to tile people,
or almost exclusively free: We get this
lmonecy by taxation, and wye land it back in
this fashion, and there is not a penny for
anything else from taxation. I do not know
that this division has been made before.

Hon. P. Collier: You are always making
new- discoveries.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: There was a time when
we had ho income taxation.

The PREMIfER: I am pointing out that
the expendliture onl these services, which, are
fl-ce, or practically so, absorbs the whole
of our taxation. Now, onl administrli-
tion the expenditure is £776,274, with
a revenue of £1,318,036, leaving a
surplus of £541,762. Under general, for in-
terest and special Acts we require £1,294,227.
Whlile Parliamentary expenses are estimated
at £!11,394, there is a deficiency of £1,471 on
the domestic section, which b)rings the total
deficiency uip to £1,307,092. Against this we
have the surplus fromt adnministration of
£541,760, and we shall get fron, the Common-
wealth £5$nif,345, and from the State trading
concernis V184,701, or a total of £1,308,808,
whichl shows a su~rplus on governmental ac-
tivities of £1,716.

Comparison iwitA 1915-16.
There was a time, of course, w-hen the posi-

tion was very mluch rosier; and there was ai,
time, too, wheni a return such as I have muen-
tioned was published by my friends opposite.
Thlat was for thle year 1915-16. That state-
inent showed a governmental revenue of
£29,488,088, and a governmental expenditure of
£1,908,120, and] an expenditure under special
Acts of £648,368-not half as much as this
year-and a deficiency of £68.,600. Last year
on governmental activities we hadl a revenule
of £3,030,876, and we expended £:3,002,802,
and we had a surplus of £28,074. 'My friends
showed1 in thleir year a revenue from public
utilities very Imuch less than ours, of course.
Their revenue was E2,8 6 8 ,89O, and their ex-
penditure was £3,148,513, leaving a shortage
of £279,623. The deficit for that year was
£048,223. From public utilites we get in
£3,758,682, and we expended on thenm
£E4,473,489, showing a shortage of £E714,800.
As I have already shown, that was ac-
counted for by the higher cost of
running the railways due to increased cost
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of -omtmodities and increased cost of wages
and] salaries. As a matter of fact, the deficit
last year was £6867726, as against £348,223
in 1915-16. Tt will be seen that the loss on
public utilities was about £435,000 greater
than inthe year which I have quoted, when
my friends were in office. Now, the estimated
revenue collection for the current year is
£E7,050,910. If lion, members n-ill turn to*
returns 2 and 5 they wrill find the details. The'
estimated revenue is in execess of last year's
collection by £261,346. It is divided up as
follows: -Governmnental £E3,194,371, showing
an increase of £E163,495; and public utilities
£3,856,539, showing an increase of £97,8350.
The principal increases will be-from taxa-
tion £78,000, from the Lands Department
£231,000, Treasury £92,000, Electricity Su p-
plies £11,600, Metropolitan Water Supply
£12,600, Railways £69,000, and Traiways
£30,000. The estimated expenditure for the
current year is £7,622,638, and the details of
this will be found in returns 3 and 5. The
explenditure is in excess of last year's by
£E146,347, divided up as follows: Govern-
mental £8S,192,655, showing an excess of
£E189,853; and pubile utilities £;4,429,983,
showing a decrease of £E43,606. "Govern-
mental'' includes interest and sinking fund
on loan works other than public utilities.
That, I think, ought to be kept apart. I want
it to be clearly understood that the eedi-
ture on public utilities includes interest and
sinking fund. Now, it is true that Ministers
are responsible for expenditure by all de-
partments; but it must also be borne in mind
that the permanent beads and under secre-
taries are responsible to the Ministers. We
bave a system which will keep, them uip to thme
mark, I think; and certainly the system will
enable us to know fromm month to month ju1st
bow every itemi of expenditure is being util-
ised. I believe that greater economny is now
being practised in the Government depart-
ments than ever before. True, economy was
never before so much needed; but I tiijik I
have shown that we nre spending less this
year than last year. There is, I believe, a
desire on the part of the senior officials to
econmemise, and to live within their votes.
The principal increase is, naturally, the in-
crease under special Acts, an increase of
£259,000. 'When we remember that 10 years
ago onr interest and sinking fund bill was
£1,046,237, and that it is now £2,229,282,' we
realise that in the past 10 years we have in-
creased our expenditure under this bead by
£1,183,045. 'Naturally, the amount is in-
creasing year by year; but wve are to-day
spending a great deal of money that will bo
paid for out of special 'Acts-ant soldier set-
tlement and in other ways. By the way, dur-
ing the past twvo years most of our loan
moneys have been expended on development
of the land, and in such a way that interest
will be paid by the users of the money. Now,
the total of the deficit to the 1st July, 1920,
was £4,086,705,.an the deficit for 1920-21
amounted to £686,725. making a total deficit
at the 30th June, 1921, of £4,773,430. I said

that I estimated the deficit for this year
would be £571,728. t have pointed out how
this deficit is made up. Of the total accumu-
lated deficit we have fundedl £2,807,652. We
have remnaining unfunded an amount of
£1,f965,778.

Reduction of the deficit.
I know that we cannot -face a deficit

year by year. I want to make this'-point,
however, that whilst I say the sinking fund
has been part of our deficit, we are of course
compelled to contribute to the sinking fund.
We have agreed so to contribute, and we
ought to do it; and our friends demand that
we shall do it, as part of the compact which
was made. However, if we could bring our
deficit down to our sinking fund contribu-
tion, we shouldl be in a very happy posi-
tion. I admiit that we cannot afford
to continue to have even a deficit equal
to our sinking fund contribution. What we
must do is to ask ourselves bow soon we can
balance the ledger, and by what means we
can balance it. I consider that this year we
slhould endeavour to reduce our deficit to at
least £E200,0300 less than last year's deficit. I
think that we ought after this to endeavour
to reduce our deficit by, say £100,000 per an-
num, so that in less than four years we might
again balance the ledger. Hen, members will
ask how this reduction of the deficit is to be
accomplished. I have said that the Budget
this year shows an estimated deficit of
£571,728, and that it will take £89,000 more
revenue or less expenditure, or some of each,
to bring the deficit downt to £482,000.

Inquiry into public utilities.
I propose to ask that there be an inquiry

into the public utilities. This I think the
Government are entitled to ask. The people
are paying a great deal for those services. I
mean that the revenue of the country is eon-
tributing a great deal towards the services
r('ndered in the formn of public utilities. When
the inquiry has 'been made and the report has
been received,' then I must, if necessary, come
down to this House with proposals designed
to bring about the result which I have men-
tioned. I know that such a cnurse is un-
usual, but hon. members will realise that
the times are out of joint. I consider that
Ministers are entitled to ask for an ia-
quiry into the management of our public3
utilities. Largely that expenditure is under
public Acts, but portion of it is, of course,
contributed to ky activities under the control
of 'Ministers. While I do not doubt the
ability of the Commissioner of Railways, or
of others who are in control of these public
utilities, still, further economies may be pos-
sible, and proposals may be made, as the
result of the inquiry I suggest, for improv-
ing the financial results from the utilities. I
believe that if we regard our timber as an
ascet, we shall be able to get more revenue
from it. Probably we shall be able to get
more revenue from various public utilities
than we are now getting, if the course I sug-
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gest is adopted. I should like the public to
note that last year we bonased. the users of
our public utilities to the extent of £E714,800.
This sum, of course, was debited to revenue.
I do not for a moment claim that develop-
ment works can pay their way now, but I do
Ray that the public ought to know what the
position is. I contend that it ought to be
determined whether such losses as we must
make on these utilities can be met by addi-
tional taxation. I do not think we canl
cover thle loss by additional taxation. There
will be increased trade and a gradual tnt-
provenient which will bring about iak time, I
hope, the balancing of the revenue and ex-
penditure in connection with the public utili-
ties. It is right that the House should know,
and that the public should know, just what
has happened in this regard.

Public Works Committee.
Members will know thfle is a proposal be-

fore the House to appoint a Parliamentary
public works committee, to inquire into and
report not only in connection with those mat-
ters I have referred to, but in connection with
all public works. What we want to know is:.
Are these undertakings well mnanaged gener-
ally in the interests of the State and for the
development of the State as a whole. We want
to know if trade will be restored and when.
We want to know whether we are making
the fullest possible use of our public utilities,
of our railways and harhours, and if the
methods of fixing freights and charges are
sound. It may be that some members will
want to know whether the land adjacent to
railways can be further developed or whether
the land at present is being sufficiently de-
veloped. We will want to know what is
needed to correct the position. So far as I
can see, if we could have another million
acres under wheat crops, it would go a long
way towards restoring our natural progress.
It may be that thle position can be improved
by repurchase or by resumption of the land
adjacent to the railways, or it may mean
taxation to secure the laud being used, or it
may be by other means that we will
see that the land is brought into fuller use.
We wdil want to know if it is possible for
other industries to be established adjacent
to our railways. if it is possible to establishi
them, we should arrange for that to be dlone
because it is of the utinost importance that
our railways should come much nearer to
balancing than they do now without the
necessity for increasing freights and charges.
Then there is the question to be considered:
Can ning be developed? We wanit to know
if the output can be increased. Is. there
anything more that can be done to increase
the output of gold and copper, tin or Ied, as
well? We want to know if the sandalwood
tradc Can be restored. That trade gave us
very fair revenue in former years. Policy
does govern the position so far as tile manage-
mnent of some of these Concerns goes, and I
have told the House what that policy is.

Position of Public Utilities.
That policy, in connection with our public

utilities, Cost" us £714,800 last year, anid this
year I estimate it will cost us 373,444. We
always talk about business mnageument, lint
if we were to apply) cold-blooded business
methods and said that these things must pay
their way and the rev-enue mneet the esliendli-
ture, the position of the users, of these eon-
cerns would W materially altered. We do
apply a policy of control to these coan-erns,
and it is a devel opmental policy. I have said
that the Governmental revenue must balance
with thle expenditure. I believe that the( public
utilities could balane if we liked to in-
crease the fares and freights. But would it
be wise to do so? It would be a very simple
mattef if we charged the users of ourt rail-
ways as mnuch per ton as it cost us to haul
their goods per mile, hut that policy would lie
against the development of the State. There
are many returns dealing with the lpublic
utilities, and I hope bon. members will study
them closely. I do .not believe these develop-
mental concerns can pay at the present stage.
If we were to endeavour to make them pay
to-day, it would be at the cost of further
development. We have to see that our pro-
ducers are as favourably placed in order to
comnpete in the markeits of the world, as the
producers elsewhere. So it is that we have
lost year by year on the operations of our
railways, and until we increase our trade and
tonnage, we umuist continue to lose onl those
operations. It is important that this matter
should be decided. I helieve it would be
better to spend a ver 'y considerable stiml in
setting up new industries and increasing the
production of the State, than to continue
losing considerable suims on these concerns
without the necessary development being
achieved.

Revenue from Trading Concmas.

It will be seen that the revenue from the
trading concerns last year amounted to
£187,342. I estimate that the revenue this
Tear will amount to £184,701, largely, of
course, comprised of recoups on account
of interest and sinking fund. I do not
anticipate there will be a profit to that
amlount: it will be almost all reoup.
We have eaplital to the extent of
£l-,I25,VI1 invested inl these trading eonl-
corns. It is anl enormus suim and I think
lion. mnembers will realise that it is a stiln
that cannot he made lip by many of thenm.
Thle Wyadham Meat Workis is one parti-
cularly expensive item and] just at lireseit
those works are closed down, showing, of
course, a very considerable loss for thle yvear.

Governcent Property Safe Fund.
'Members will see from the ret urns tha t there

is a considerable revenue and expenditure to
be charged against the G-ovcrnmr'nt Property
Sales Fund. This fund is madle up front re-
venue, to some extent and fromn loan, to some
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extent. That is to say, money has been in-
vested in loan and has been returned to this
fund; money has been invested in other di-
rections and it comes back to this fund in
many ways. For instance, it tomes back by
way of sales of material purchased for works
which, when completed, are sold and re-
turned to the fund. On June 30, 1920, there
was a total of £159,478 credited to this fund.
The total -receipts for the financial year
1920-21 amounted to £74,951, made tip of
£62,900, on account of loan and' £12,051 on
accouut of revenue and trust funds. For
last year, we paid away £E91,110, leaving a
balance to the credit of the fund as at the
390th June, 1921, of £143,319. Provision is
made for the expenditure of £130,067 from
this fundl during the present year.

Loan Expenditure.
Regarding loan expenditure, lnst year 'a ex-

penditure amiounted to £2,586,404. Members
will sac in return No. 12 how that expendi-
ture is debited. They will see that railways
arc debited with £146,000, tramways and
power house, with £53,000, water supply with
£194,000, and other utilities with £66,000. The
greatest expenditure was on account of sol-
dier settlement which represented an outlay
of £1,1528,000, and through the Agricultural
Bank, V152,000. Otlher items covered com-
Iprise th6 following: State trading concerns,
£95,000; lharbours, £72.000; goldIfields, £44,-
000, public buildings, £25,000; and roads. and
bridges, £32,000. A great deal of the money
spent on soldier settlement and by, the Agri-
cnitural Bank will earn its own interest.
This represents monney advanced to indi-
viduals who pay interest which will cover the
interest which the State pays on the nony
so advanced. This form of expenditure
should commend itself to all people. because
by. this expenditure. we will secnre increased
revenue for our public utilities,

Loan A-ut horisations and Flotations.
'We have loan anthorisations and flotations

as follow- Total authorisations, £E55,300,000;
flotations, £49,934,000, leaving available for
flotation a sum of £C5,366,000. These borrow-
inga cost us in 1920-21 interest totalling
£1,9Ut,62R nd payments on neeont of sink-
iug fund £E315,G54,7nmnkiug a total of £E2,229,-
282. For the present year 1921-22, the esti-
mated figures are: interest £2,165,862 and
sinking fund £317,929, making a total of
£2,483,791. There is a considerable in-
crease due largely to the expenditure
on soldier settlement. Of the £49,934,000
we have invested in public utilities,
£27,780,1.30 and in trading concerns,
£2,125,631. Of the balance at least
£9,000,000) is earning or should earn interest
in the future. We have funded deficits
amounting to £2,807,652. There are, of
tourse, some works which are not directly
reproductive and work of that description
has been undertaken every year since we

first started borrowing. On the other band,
the amount involved in such works is not
very great. The gross public debt as at the
30th June, 1920, amounted to £46,822,003. 1
have explained that there has been during
the past year a considerable increase in the
loan expenditure. We secured an advance
from the Commonwealth amounting to
£2,039,883 on account of soldier settlement
which naturally forms the greater portion ot
the ineriased loan indebtedness for the past
12 months. We have authority to borrow
£5,366,000. We have borrowed £2,000,000 in
London on Treasury bills at 5 per cent, dis-
count per annum plus s. per cent. as interest.
I think it can be contended that the money
borrowed and invested in this State, has been
well invested and it is represented by works
which are worth more than the total loan in-
debtedness. There are people who continually
decry the financial position of the country,
but they forget that we own these concerns,
that we own a great mileage of railways,
harbonrs, and a great many other public
works nll of which are certainly worth as
much as they have cost us. There has been
a small amount year after year during the
past 30 years spent on non-reproductive work,
such ais the rabbit-proof fence, but, as I have
already indicated, the total of that expendi-
tire is not very great. We should be per-
fectly satisfied that we have secured value for
the money we owe. T have referred to re-
venule from taxation and I have told hon.
members just where it goes. We expect that
the dividend duty will decrease this year to
the extent of £E65,000. Last year was a par-
ticularly good one, but this year we do not
expect to receive so much from that MUMee
We expect to receive altogether f rota taxa-
tion about £E63,000 less than we received last
year.

New Taxation.
We propose that there shall be some new

taxation which will bring in £110,000. 1.
refer to additional taxation on liquor sales.
A proposal will be brought down in due
course to effect the change. Instead of
charging a license fee, we propose to charge
a percentage on the liquor consumed. This
will bring uns in a considerable sum over and
above that which we receive at present,
namely, £4,000, represented by licensing
fees. Under the new system we propose we
should receive £150,000. When it is remem-
bered that the amount of money received for
the sale of liquor by retailers is well over
£-3,000,000 per annulm, I do not think it is
too much to ask that we should receive
£150,000 for the right to use the State mon-
opoly. It is a State monopoly and we have
licensed certain people to sell liquor-
They should pay us in return for that
monopoly something more, at any rate,
than they have paid us in the past.
I do not quite know what the total would
be that would be received from the right to
sell liquor for the first 20 years, but it should
mean a coasiderable amount more than we

trw -
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have received in the past. I hope the House
will agree to that proposal, because it will
mean between £40,000 and £150,000 from this
source.

The Sinkting Fund.
I want to refer to our sinking fund. We

have contributed from revenue £l,767,6948; in-
terest on these investments amounts to
£1,992,124, and discounts on- purchases, etc.,
£899,232, or a total of £7,659,054. This
money is invested in our own stocks to the
extent of £6,265,369, and in other stocks to
the extent of £1I,376,195. The contributions
for last year totalled £342,277, and the in-
terest on investments anal discounts amounted
to £460,761. The total sinking fund improve-
ment for the year was £:803,038. During the
last 10 years our sinking fund has improved
by the amount of £.5,178,106. During the
same period the deficit has been £4,786,728,
or less than the total namount of the sinking
fund by £E391,378. This sinking fund has to
be kept intact and it will help to balance the
ledger without our having to miake any pay-
mient. It is well that this should be known,
because there are so many croakers who go
about the country saying that the positioa is
so much wvorse. As a matter of fact it is
no wverse than it is in other parts of the
world. For instance, there is hardly a rail-
way company in the world that can be said
to be paying its way at the present time. In
Australia alone the losses on the railway sys-
tems are considerable. I believe also that the
Canadian, South African, and British rail-
ways arc not paying at the present time. We
often have our financial position compared
with the financial position of the rest of
Australia. I would point out that whilst
the other five States had a sinking fund total-
ling 14,932,080 at the 30th June, 1920, West-
ern Australia's sinking fund totalled at the
end of the same period £6,848,826. Whilst
during the past 10 years the other five States
contributed between thenm h sun' of
£2,377,736 towards the sinking fund, Western
Australia contributed an, amount totalling
£4,293,513. It will be seen, therefore, that
the sinking fund set aside by Western Aus-
tralia is nmuch greater than the sinking fund
set aside by all the other States of Australia
put together, and those States are borrowing
seven or eight times more than we are doing.

Imports and Exports.

I would like to refer to the industrial and
commercial position. The imports for the
year 1919-2n totalled £,12,368,331. while in
the year 1920-21 the figures were £14,851,051.
This increase is due, of course, to some ex-
tent to the increase in the cost of products.
Our exports, exeluding gold, for the year
1919-20 amounted to £12,619,962, and for
1920-21 the total was £10,442,220. Unfor-
innately, there is a difference of over two
millions, whilst the increase in the imports
was also considerably over two millions.

Gold shows a considerable decrease in 1920-
21 over the previous year. The figures for
lnst year were £1,369,234, while those for
1919-20 were £3,448,828. The clearing house
figures fr-omn the 1st January to the 1st
August, 1920, were £47,739,972, while for the
corresponding period of this year the total
was £E40,558,804, a decline of £7,181,668. I
merely point to these figures as an indication
of the loss of trade we have suffered during
the past 12 months.

The North-West.

During the year we established a depart-
ment to control the North-West. It is not
a very c ,pensive department, but its activi-
ties should be fairly considerable, lion.
members know there is not a very great
annual expenditure in connection with the
North-West, though there has been of course
considerable capital expended there. The
department "-as creatqd in December of last
year, and it will be worked in co-relation
with other departments. There are special
conditions applying to the North-West that
do not apply to other parts of the State. I
visited a portion of the North-West in May,
of this year, and I can say that until I went
there I had no idea of the magnitude of that
part of Western Australia, or of its possi-
bilities, and I fear that, in common with most
other members, I had not very much idea of
what could be done there until I visited the
place. It is true that I had not a great oppor-
tunity to see as much of the country as I
would have liked, because of the floods, but I
did look fairly closely into the pearling in-
dustry and the coastal industries. We have
appointed a resident Commissioner, Mr.
Brockman, who commenced his duties in
August, and] who is now engaged on an ex-
tended tour of inspection with Mr. Tindale,
the engineer for the North-West.

Ron. P. Collier: Are there any more of
that family left, because I see there is a
vacancy advertised in the Northern Terri-
tory?

The PBEMTE1R: Mr. Brocknman will take
over the responsibilities of the Works De-
partment in the North-West. He will have
power to dleal with minor matters at once.
Questions of any importnp will, of course,
be referred1 to the Minister. The Loan Esti-
mates will provide funds for works which
will be under the direction of the Cormmis-
sioner. Special attention will be paid to
tropical agriculture. It is necessary that we
should produce such things as bananas, pine-
apples, peanuts, and other articles of tropical
production, more especially since tlhe Federal
Gloveranent have increased the duties so con-
siderably. What we propose to dto is to get
enough men there to produce for the require-
ints of Westerrn Australia. It is doubtful
whether we shall be able to produce enough
tropical produce for export. Areas are to 1)e
selected and surveyed at once, and an in-
structor will be appointed shortly.
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The Kimblerley&.
We have been exploring in the Rimberleys.

lately. Mr. Easton is there at the present
time and we expect his report shortly,. I be-
lieve it will contain useful information. The
vast areas of country which he is inspecting
should be brought to use. The locating of a
suitable harbour is another important matter,
which is engaging attention there. Pedigreed
shorthorn cattle are being provided for
Moola Bulla and -for Ascot, and their progeny
will be available to pastoralists. This wil
mean an improvement of stock breeds. A
number of people travel through the North-
West, and except in very few places there
are no hotels at which those people can
stay. Something should be done to pro-
vide accommodation in the way of
overland shelters. We are supposed to
have considerable areas of pine forests
in the Kimberleys. These forests are being
investigated and I hope they will be worked
before very long. Altogether there is great
scope for the newly appointed Commissioner.

Education.

With regard to education, we spent last year
£490,160, while this year it is expected that
we shiall spend £529,946, an increase of
£30,786. This increase is largely accounted
for by salaries, which last year were not
paid because of the strike, as well as pay-
ments at the Narrogin Farm School, new
schools, and aix increased staff, We do not
propose anything new in connection with this
department except expenditure on such schools
as are already in existence or expenditure ont
small schools which must be opened. There
are 684 schools open, and the number of
children attending those schools is just ap-
proaching 50,000. The Royal Commission
which sat recently reported that, "having
made full inquiry . . . we are convinced that
the department 's estimates cannot be regarded
as affording opportunity for material reduc-
tion." The Commission also urged, subject
to financial circumstances, the establishment of
alt agricultural college and the extension of
educational facilities for the adolescent.
There is no chance of creating that agricul-
tural college, nor of extending our system
of education, but what we must do is to keep
the present system going, and that is being
done this year by the additional expenditure
of £39,786.

The Land Policy.

1 would like to refear now to our land policy.
We have sold 9,197,099 acres, under C.P.
conditions we have disposed of 7,544,062 acres,
under grazing lease 5,887,426 acres, and
uinder pastoral lease 254,688,287 acres. There
are still in the hands of the Crown 342 million
acres of pastotal lands and 26,500,000 acres
in the s9outh-western part of the State. Of
course the pastoral areai quoted-perhaps
not more than one-half would be suitable at
the present time for leasing and for develop-
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meat as pastoral holdings. In the South-
West we still have a considerable area of
laud to seU. During the past two years we
have inspected shout 170 million acres of our
pastoral land. These inspections are made
in order that the land may he appraised
under the amended Land Act. Last year 45
million acres were inspected in the North-
West. We anticipate before long completing
this inspection and completing also the ap-
praisement of our pastoral leases. To date
we have appraised 87 million acres, and for
this year 75 million acres. &. number of ap-
peals have been lodged agai]]st the appraise-
ment. Of these the board has heard 103,
while 56 more are pending, We have classi-
fied also a great (leal of landi hetwveen the
outer edge of the eastern wheat belt and the
rabbit-proof fence. In all 4,750,000 acres
have been classified, 660,000 being first class,
and 600,000 second class. We are inspecting
land front Southern Cross southwards, 1 do
not know whether those lands will prove fit
for settlement as wheat farms, but certainly
wve ought to get mnany grazing farnis in that
district. We propose to survey forest land
between Burracoppin and Westonia. We have
surveycd a considerable area at E~sperance.
A numbler of blocks are already open, and a
number in course of survey. About 400 in
all wil be surveyed. 'We have surveyed
1,000 blocks in the South-West. All this work
has meant considerable expenditure. Last
year we dealt with 2,620 applications for
1,468,046 acres of rural land, as against
2,870 applications for 1,726,505 acres thin
Year. Last year we sold town and suburban
blocks to the numiber of 797, whereas this
year we have sold 1,066 blocks. Applications
for pastoral lenses last year numbered 290,
comprising 18,961,418 acres, whereas this
year there have been 335 applications for
20,308,474 acres. These increases are very
gratifying, and will. mean a great dleal to
the State. I should like to see the whole of
the pastoral areas of the North allocated to
cultivation. We have surveyed this year
926,834 acres as against 735,307 acres last
year.

The Agricultural Bnk cand the L.A.E.

The Agricultural Bank l,,ms outstanding
£2,98 ,287. There are, 8,044 clients, the
averake advance outstanding being £371.
The Industries Assistance Board, which was
established to assist the farmers through a
period of drought, its now being used to ad-
vance to our soldiers. The Act lends itself
to that work. The indebtedness on the 31st
Mfarch last was £C1,317,514. Since then we
have received £736,174, so that the net
indebtedness is really £581,340. We have an
estimated equity in wheat pools of £272,000.
The area under Crop by board clients is
588,154 acres, and we expect to get
from the crop at least 91,aoo,o00. Since its
inception in 1914 the board has paid Gov-
ernment departments £880,824. Sometimes
we discuss the amount owing by the board 's
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clients to outside creditors. It is a serious
matter for the creditors, because they have
had to wait all these years for their money.
Their original claim was £678,228. They
have been paid £334,595, and they have out-
standing £343,633. I shouild be glad if this
could be paid off. Those creditors bare been
very patient, As the result of the board's
work they have -received a considerable sum
of money which otherwise they would not
hare got. Since the inception of the board
the assisted settlers have produced and de-
livered to pools nearly 20 million. bushels of
wheat, worth £4,064,682. So it will be seen
that the board's work has been very bene-
ficial to the State. Of course it has been. par-
ticularly helpful to the assisted farmers, but
also the £5,000,000 has been very Useful to
the State. Most of the farmers under the
board have made big efforts, and before very
long the great majority of them will be free
of the board. Many of them have paid off
their accounts, men whose positions seemed
quite hopeless a few years ago. If it were
not' for the amount owing to the outside
creditors, the general position would be very
satisf actory. In the early stages of the
board 's experience necessarily some losses
were made, but to-day all current accounts
are quite sound. I do not know how far wo
shall be able to meet the claims of outside
creditors out of the coming crop, but I hope
to see a maxterial reduction in the aggregate
amount.

lion. W. C. Angwin: You will make no
advances for bulk handling until the claims
of outside creditors have been met'?

The PREMIER: The claimis of outside
creditors must come first. Their position
must not be prejudiced in the slightest de-
gree. No assistance will be given to the ele-
vator company without the authority of the
House. I hope the company will get into
operation and will prove successful even if
they should require a little assistance under
the I.A.B. My friend will have an oppor-
tunity for approving or disapproving before
any money is paid over, and I can assure him
that the position of the outside creditors will
Dot be in the least degree prejudiced by as-
sistance rendered to the bulk handling scheme.

Soldier Settlement.
On the settlement of soldiers we have spent,

from the Agricultural Bank £3,227,471, and
through the Lands Department £658,326, or
a total of £3,885,797. In all 4,091 soldiers
have been settled. We have approved expen-
dituire by the Agricultural Bank to the total
ol £3,919,555, and our total commitments un-
der all headings for soldier settlement amount
to £4,577,982. The average commitment per
head is £,1,but this includes all expendi-
ture on work in connection with settlement,
such a.9 drainage -etc. We shall settle our
men in this State at about an average per
head of £1,100. whieh Will compare favour-
ably with the cost of settling soldiers on the
land in any, other part of Australia. It is

true that Queensland has settled 4,310 men,
but many of them are on comparatively small
holdings. Our soldiers are doing well, many
of them remarkably well. During this week-
end I saw a number of them and their hold-
ings. They will be a great asset to the State.
I doubt if any other 4,000 men in Western
Australia are working as hard as those 4,000
soldiers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would have been
better if 2,000 of them had been on Crown
land.

The PREMIER: I admit that. It would
be even a greater advantage to have 2,000
other people on Crown land. It was impos-
sible to put the soldiers on Crown land, be-
cause no preparation had been made for them
when they returned. Apart from that, it was
decided that they should be settled as near
as possible to the districts whence they en-
listed. The Agdcultural Department has
been reorganised to a considerable extent.
Some savings have been made, and the ac-
contancy has been placed under the Lands
Department. It is proposed to appoint three
qualified assistant agricultural advisers for
outside advice on holdings. If anything is
wanted in our State, settled as it is largely
hy men who went on their holdings with but
very little agricultural experience, it is this
advice which it is now proposed to supply.
In addition to the three qualified assistant
advisers, the 'Minister for Agriculture intends
to appoint some boys who can be trained to
assist in this work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Minister for
Agriculture is a very good man.

The PRLEMIER: I agree with that. The
expenditure of the departrhient will not be
much increased by these changes. While we
shall be able to proff er advice to a greater
extent than before, there will be fewer clerks
employed.

The Wheat elt.
On the wheat belt the area under crp this

year is approximately 1,850,000 acres. it
wo-uld have been greater but for the rain that.
fell in the early part of the year. We ex-
pect to have at least 1.3,000,000 bushels of
wheat. Personally, I think it will be con-
siderably more than that. There has been a
considerable increase in the area under wheat,
about 100,000 acres. There has been an in-
crease in development all along the line, ac-
conmpanied by increased values in the farms.
Much good work has been done by the de-
partment in inducing farmers to adopt im-
proved methods of cultivation and to sow
better wheats. This year the green feed is
abundant. But for the difficulty in connec-
tion with the Fre mantle Vent Works, we
should have had a con siderable trade in the
export of froxen lambs. InL the South-West
there is a great deal to be dlone. We have
spent a considerable amount in the develop-
meat of the South-West during the past year.
There miust be drainage before there can be
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irrigation. We propose to assist farmers in
their draining by making available for hire
a ditching machine. We have experimented
with bottle brush country near Albany. If
the experiment proves satisfactory, it will
serve to bring a very large area of land
cheaply under cultivation, The dairy expert
is of opinion that we shall be producing suffi-
cient butter for our own. use within the
next four years. I hope we shaft. It
is not much to our credit that we are
Dot doing it now. Lat year the butter
factories distributed £150,000, and it is ex-
pected that this year the amount will show
an increase of 30 per cent. Butter and bacon
factories and farm butter have produced over
£200,000 worth. Factories are now open at
Northami, Ns~rrogia, Guowangerup and A--
bany, and a new factory will open at Ger-
aldton within a few days. Cream is being
supplicd to these factories by 2,000 farmers.
The little Government butter factory at Bus-
selton produced 130 tons of butter last year
and made a pro-fit of £1,352, which was uin-
usual for a Government concern.

Hon. W. C. Augwint Where do they pro-
cure the butter used at Parliament House?

.The PREMIER: I do not know. Ask the
Speaker.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: It is not so good as
the Buabury butter.

The PRE'MIBiR: The area under fruit is
increasing. Last year 22,792 acres produced
k3/1 million eases, valued at £Z707,658. We
exported only 187,005 cases, because the re-
frigerating space available was so short. 1
hope that shipping will be mnore plentiful in
the coming year and that we shall be able,
to send away much niore fruit, It is import-
ant that we should bring money into the
State by every possible means. If we can
export our fruit and get cash for it, so much
the better for all the people of this State.
We have experienced trouble in past years
owing to the rabbits having destroyed eon-
siderable areas of crop. This year very little
crop has been destroyed. I do not know what
has happened to the rabbits, but there ap-
pears to be a marked decrepase in their num-
hers. Wild dogs are muchb in. evidence and,
as it is impossible to get wire netting to pro-
tect the sheep, a number of farmers have bad
to go without stock. There has been a great
saving to the State by reason of the produc-
tion of high class sheep for the North-West;
4,000 rams were sent to the North from the
Great Southern, while 2,000 more were im-
ported. The fall in the price of wool has
been a serious matter, but the position in-
this connection is improving. I hope that the
freezing works which have been erected at
Fremantle and Carnarvont will be able to
commence operations before very long. At
the moment the east of operating these
works would be too great to admit of profit-
able working, because the price of meat is
so low. This state of aff airs will not last,
however, and these works should be in opera-
tion before long.

Wheat Producotion and Pool Return.
I have already referred to the area of land

alienated. The total area of land improved
is 7,073,453 acres, of which 4,672,398 acres
have bean cleared. We have under wheat this
year about 1,545,026 acres, or 100,000 acres
more than last year. I have quoted these
figures to show that we have not improved
the lands which have been sold to anything
like their full extent. It would be a simple
matter in the near future to double the area
cleared and even to double the area under
crop. It ought not to require any great effort
or any great period of time to accomplish
this, and if it were done I am sure that our
financial troubles would be over. The wheat
pool has been established for six years, during
which times there has been delivered to the
pool 64,281,076 bushels of wheat and certi-
ficates have been issued and payments made
to the amount of £1.6,277,987. The interest-
ing part of this statement is the estimate that
the amouat'still to come from the pool to the
growers of this State is approximately
£1,750,000.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: That repre-
sents the equity remaining.

The PREMVIER: Yes, and it is a very
large sum. I hope that this money will be
:forthcoming soon. The Australian wheat pool
has beetn closed down and as soon as the
wheat on hand is sold this money should
come to our farmers. The pay-ment of such
a large amount to the farmers of this State
would make a very considerable difference to
the position. here.

Rcilieayz, Tramuways, and Water Supplies.
I have discussed the position of the rail-

ways at great length already, but I want to
impress upon members that our railway Opera-
tions last year cost the State a very consider-
able SUM Of Money. The total deficit for the
year is due to the loss on our invested nioney
and a great portion of it is due to the loss
on the ratilwayrs. Last year the railways cost
the State no less than £E594,862; this year it
is estimated that they will cost the State
£404,700, or an improvement over last finan-
cial year of £190,000. It is reasonable, of
course, to iexpect that the tonnage carried
over the railways will increase considerably
year by year. Last year, howvever, the in-
crease in tonnage over the previous 12 months
was only 5,000 tons. This is explained by the
fact that a great deal of the wheat and wool
produced last year is still in the country. The
railways have had to meet tremendous in-
Creases in working expenses made up of
higher n-ages and higher cost of fuel and
materials totalling in all £9392,500. I believe
that we in this State pay several shillings
a ton more for coal than the Government at
New South Wales. Last Year the traniways
showed a loss of £3,031, but this year it is
estimated that they will make a profit at

£7,850. The goldfields water scheme inatur-
ally is suffering by reason of the closing down,
of. -some of the mines. Last year the scheme
returned a revenue of £195,975, while this
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year the estimated revenue is £180,850, or a
decrease of £15,125. Owing to the slump in
mining the mines at Kalgoorlie and Xanowna
will pay much less for water than they did
in the previous year. The water shortage in
the metropolitan area will, I think, be met
by the success of the bores at Osborne Park,
whichl will yield an extra supply of over four
million gallons per day during the coming
slimmer.

Mineral Production.
The gold production has been a magnificent

thing for Western Australia. To the end of
August the gold produced was valued at
£144,836,614. Coal of an aggregate value of
£E2,939,912 has been produced in Western
Australia, and it is worthy of note that the
year 1920 showed an increased value for the
12 months of nearly £80,000. The total of
other mnineral production to the end of Au-
gust last was £7,702,817, all of which has
meant work for a considerable number of
Men. though the number of employees is
smaller than in the palmy days, our mining
isidustry is still a magnificent thing for the
State. Western Australia continues to pro-
duce more gold than all the rest of the Coam-
monuesith put together. Unfortunately,
the yk-ld is decreasing to some extent. Dur-
ing tl!2 12 months ended December last the
gold production was valued at £2,624,427,
while during the eight months ended August,
1921, the value was £1,482,520. Our produc-
tion of copper, lead, and other minerals has
assisted to make up some small portion of
the. decreased gold output, but of course not
anything like sufficient to counterbalance the
shortage. Asbestos is now being produced,
and to date between £5,000 and £6,600 worth
has been sold. It is hoped that this industry
will do something for Western Australia. I
do not know that I can say much about the
oil prospecting in the Kimberley country and
at Breimer Bay, except that I hope that oil
will he discoveredl speedily and as speedily
worked. M1any licenses to search hare been
issued, and many prospecting parties are out.
We assist many prospecting parties who go
out in search of gold and other minerals. I
do nut know whether the coal on the Irwin.
will prove as good as the coal at Collie, but
if it does we shall be able to save a consider-
able sum of money in connection with the
running of our railways in the north. Last
year we advanced £35,206 for the develop-
menit of mining as against £25,024 in the
previous year. Our State batteries have done
a great deal towards opening uip the minning
resources of this country, and we have spent
a tremendous amount of monley int this &irec.
tion. There are 28 batteries operating which
to the end of 1920 represented a capital ex-
penditure of £384,577. We have lost on
working £91,700, but when it is remembered
that the output has represented no less than
£5,433.463, it will be admitted that we have
been comipensated to some extent for the loss
incurred. It is hoped that shortly a battery
will he in operation at St. Ives.

Public Serrie,
I have already told the Committee that I be-

lieve the administration of the Civil Service
on the part of the higher officials is very
much keener than it was formerly. Ministers
of course have to control the departments,
but they have to control them through the
members of the senior staff. I believe that
a wrong system had grown up in the Public,
Service, in that senior officers ceased to con-
trol to the extent expected of them. This
was no doubt due to the frequent changes in
Government. Too often it appeared there
was an idea that there was no very great
need to pay serious attention to the
criticism of a Minister becaluse the idea
seemed prevalent that the Minister would
go first and before there would be time
to get rid of the officials at fault. Offi-
cers must get this idea out of their minds.
They must realise that even though there
might be frequent changes, government wiU
continue. Mfinisters cannot satisfactorily
manage the departments except through the
senior staff, and unless the members of the
senior staff are capable, we can achieve very
little in the way of reorganisation or economy.
Let me say that these officers are doing their
work as never before. If senior men prove
incapable of doing all they should do, they
will have to make way for others. We can
submit to having our departments controlled
only by men who are interested and capable.

Develop-ment of Secondary Industries.I
Secondary industries have shown an appre-

ciable development during the past year. We
bare cement works established and doing well
for the State. We have asbestos sheet and
slate works; we are making cement pipes
and we have glass bottle works. These works
distribute £108,000 annually in wages and
use material of a value of over £E150,000. ft
is interesting to note that secondary inidus-
tries are springing up in this State. We can.
not afford to put all OUr eggs in one basket.
It is very much better that there should bo
a spread of industry. Personally I1 am very
glad to find these industries making their ap-
pearance, and even if they do mean an in-
crease in thle number of people who live in
the city, I hope they will mean a decrease in
our importations from Eastern Australia.
'What we desire is to manufacture so far as
we possibly can all our own requirements.

Immigration.
the immigration policy is naturally a very

important one to this State because there is
great need for development in Western Aus-
tralia. We are limited of course by finance.
1 think the Federal Government shouldl re-
mnemrber that their taxation is severely h andi-
capping our opportuuities. It is- truie that
the de~velopment of the State and the respon-
sibility for building up the population de-
volves upon the State. The cost of all this
is borne by thle State. The advantage, how-
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.ever; is very much with the Federal Govern-
ment. If Australia is to be developed, it
must be developed by the States, and there-
fore the Federal Government should share
in the cost. We cannot borrow large
sums of money f or development purposes

without seriously handicapping our finances.
What we are asking the Federal Government

to do is to share the harden of interest over
the first few years of settlement of people on
the land. If the Commonwealth would put up
one half of the interest which we would have
to pay for the money needed, I think we could
afford to pay the other half and to wait the
four or five years before getting any great
return from the money. When we settle
people on the land, especially in the South-
West,' we have to wait a considerable time
before we get any return from the money
expended. I believe that the Federal Govern-
ment will consent to take some share of this
burden. If they do, it will mean that we s9hall
be able to do very much more in the way of
immigration than we are doing now. Under
existing condition; the cost is all with the
State while the benefit is with the Federal
Government. As a matter of fact a man can-
niot escape contributing to the Commonwealth
revenue five minutes after he lands in Wes-
tern Australia. The first cup of tea or glass
of beer he drinks means a contribution to the
Commonwealth Government, whereas the
State advantage comes only after years of
work and great expenditure from the State
funds. I1 have nothing more to say upon the
financial position.

Cental.

In conclusion I should like to repeat that
but for strikes and other troubles last year
our deficit would not have exceeded £400,000.
Any increase in production from the soil will
mean an increase in our railway earnings.
The area under crop has increased, and our
wheat yield promises well. Our timber trade
may be regarded as normal, but our other
primary industries are under a cloud. The
copper output has been reduced, sandalwood
and pearl shell are practically unsaleable, and
it is almost impossible to sell any meat out-
side the State. Wool has been selling at a low
price, and generally speaking trade has been
bad. The position is improving so far as the
price of wool is concerned, and matters are
looking more promising in other directions.
I do not suppose we shall be able to export
ainy meat from either the Wyndham, Fre-
mantle, or Carnan-on works. I do not know
what will happen with regard to pearl shell or
sandalwood. No one can say. I believe that
ordinary trade will gradually improve and
that onr industries will by degrees look up.
For the past six months merchants and store-
keepers have been reducing their stocks, The
public have been on strike against purchasing
at these prices, and will not buy unless they
must do so. Whilst this may be said to he
good for the country it is certainly bad for
our revenue, for railways end taxation. There

is some hope that there will be an increase in
the coal bunkering trade from Collie. Every
effort must be made to develop that trade. I
do not know whether our lead and copper
mines will be working soon, but we sincerely
hope this will be the case. We can, I suppose,
do something to restore activity in the
sandalwood and pearl shell ifidustry; at all
events we hope to do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you keep on in that
strain you will be called a pessimist.

-The PREMIER: I am merely setting out
the facts. Last year we spent a great deal of
money in preparing land for settlement, which
is proceeding apace. New pastoral areas are
being leased, and large areas are being cleared
in the wheat belt. There is active settlement
going en in the South-West.

Local 'Manufactures.
I am also informed that the output of our

butter and bacon factories has largely in-
creased, and that new factories are being
opened up. Manufactures are being estab-
lished and increasing in nmber. An impor-
tant factor that'is operating against us is our
imports from the Eastern States. Last year
we imported from that source £7,619,703
worth of goods, and only sold to them
£1,332,415 worth of goods. It ought not to be
necessary to import so much into Western
Australia, and the difference between the im-
ports and the exports is altogether too great.
Probably the increase in the imports from the
Eastern States is due in a great measure to
tbe increased value of many of the articles
brought in. Gradunally we are producing and
manufacturing more and more of our require-
ments, but we are going along too slowly.
Our public utilities are capable of muchb
grater activity if the demand. is put upon
them. If we could only use them to a greater
extent the future would be assured. The diffi-
culty is to stand the strain until the change
Occurs.

The Work of the Goveranent.
I claim that the Government have done

satisfactory work during the past year. Our
soldier settlement scheme has been well
managed and employment has been fairly well
provided. Land settlement has been active
and land improvement progressive, whilst the
departments have responded to the tightening
up of control. We hare perhaps given too
much in free services. ]Finance has been and
is very difficult. We are paying by way of
increased wages and salaries £824,750 a year
more than we were paying two years ago. I
desire to aelnowledge the work and the help
that has been accorded to the Govern.
meat by members of this Chamber. It is
only right that the State should be assisted
as far as possible by every hon. mnem-
ber. It is, however, unusual to find so much
asqistancee accorded to the Government from
all sides of the House and from every party
represented in it. It is right, of course, that
members should concern themselves closely
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wvith our financial position and our work ot
development. It is not possible for the public
to have a very wide and general knowledge
of public affairs, because they have little op-
portuaity afforded to them of studying the
question. On the ether hand, we have oar
reports and we have our officials, and we
know what is going on.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: We have some 01
our reports.

The PRIEMIER: The public have not any
of them.

Hon. P. Collier: We have bad a budget
of them to-day.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
quite enough to keep him going for the next
three months.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I want to see some
reports that we have not had for two or
three years.

The PREMIER: The public canuot clearly
understand the financial position from the
published returns. Least of all can they
understand how it is we have this deficit. 1
have endeavoured to explain this evening that
one must expect criticism. I believe the Gov-
ernment have succeeded in doing as well as
could be done the work expected of thent.
Our soldier settlement scheme has been well
managed and successfully carried out. Men
h-ave been kept employed, and our manage-
ment of affairs has I feel been satisfactory.
There remains, however, this deficit, due to
the causes I have set forth, and to the po-
sition being what it is. There is undoubtedly
a falling off in trade, and there has been a
decrease in activities in ninny directions dune
to the fact that we cannot export much of
the material we have been in the habit of
doing. I suppose no one can control that. 1
do not object to criticism, We have our
critics;, we must have them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Monger provides.
them.

The PREMIER: Some of our critics
would no doubt be more useful if they were
better informed. I do not know how that
difficulty is to be got over. In this great
and free country everyone believes that they
are perfectly competent to criticise Govern-
ment, Ministers and members of Parliament.
When I meet some of these people I am re-
minded by thenm that all the fools are not in
Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a nasty one. it
is true, too.

The PJIEMIEE: I do claim that as far as
bus been possible we h-ave conducted the af-
fairs of the country on economic and satis-
factory lines. We have done the best that it
has been possible to do for the people, and
if we have not succeeded in pleasing them
we have at all events tried to do our duty by
them. I know it has been impossible to
carry on during the past year or so as satis-
factorily in som~e d~irections a was possible in
the years that hlave gone before. That was
only to be expected. We are bound to suffer
in sonic respect or other as the result of
the war. We are being affected by the after-
ninth of the war. We have to pay dearly for
the war and we are still paying for it. How
long we shall have to go on paying I am
unable to say. The people of this country
are striving to got back to normal conditions.
That is not easy to do. The financial posi-
tion throughout the world is so upside down
at the moment that it is almost impossible
to restore trade to its old prosperity. I have
plensure in moving the first item of the
Estimates-

Legislative Council, £975.
Progress reported, and leave asked to sit

again on the 4th October.
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[RetumnN. .
REVENUE AND) EXPENDITURE, 1920-21, COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE.

1111VENU. ;£ E
The actual amount received was .. .. I.. .. .. ,. ... 6,789,5W6
The Treasureis estimate for the year was ..... .. .. 6,0306,404

Or a total net under-estimate of . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 183,161

Exnlw~rmm. 9£
The artual amount expended was .. .. .. .. .. .. 7,476,291
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was .. .. .. .. .. 7,005,811

Or a net under-estimate of .. .. ..... 470,474

Drra.

RuvzNr. ExrzNjwnuE.

HEADS. Over- 'Under- Over- Under
__________________Estimate._ ~ Estimate. Esimte Esiate

TsxAvzo- I00
Land Tax .. .. ...... .. . 7.791 ..

Lcenses .. .. .. .. .. .. 1(2
Income Tax......................... 59,320 .. ..
Dividend Duty............................ 99,969 .. ..
Totaliator Tax------------------------.- ,447
stamp Duty--------------------2,o
Probate Duty .. ...... 22,893 ..:.2.,59
Commonwealth...........................11,86 .. ...

Tnnn'araL, ETC.-
land Revenue------------------------13,638 .. .. ..
mining..........................5,082 .. ..
Timber ... ........................... 11,796
law Courts......................... 2,710 ..

DEPABTMENTA-
Premier................... ..- . 12,782
Colonial Treasurer..............1,8. 32.720
Minister for Lands.................. 1,0 . 17,4m4
Minister for Mlines..................... 1,888 .. ,884
M1inister for Mines-Woods and Forests ... 829 . 2,374
Minister for Education.............. 1,635 .. 34,038
Minister for Agriculture---------------390 . 1,359
Minister for Public health............... 2,536 .. 16,652
Attorney General ... ... ... ... .......... 187 - 3,782
Colonial Secretary ........................ 10,640 .. 27,871
Minister for Works.......... ............. 793 . 7,525
Printing .. . . . . 5,797 -. 17,606
Police........... ........ .......... 5 ... 641 ..
Special Aet%.......................... . 20,284 ..
Residue ... ... ... ... ...............- 1,322 ... 623

TnRA3Nu AND Busunas,-
Railways -.- . . . . . 38,389 .. . 237,275
Trameways .. .. ... ..... ... 11,000 .- 25,054
Electric Works.................... 10,690 ... 20,0W0
FrernAntle Harbour Trust................- 12,409 .. ..
Bunbury Harbour Board-----------------.. 3,000 . .-

State Batteries........................ 8,717 ... 3,645
Water Supply and Sewerage................. 17,054 ... 20,901
State Trading Concerns ... ... ........... 20,800 -

Yandanooka Estate----------------8,112 .. 449 .

Royal Mlint------------------ .. .. 69
Toni-ist~, Cave Houses, etc............. $94 ... '12
Butter Factories....................... 3,498 ... 2,948
Government Ref- rtin Works, etc . 2,335 .. 2,938
Aborigines Cattle Station............... 709 ... 3,801
Residue (net)...................493 ... . 102

Tntals.................124,981 308,142 26,703] 497,177

Net under-estimates----------------183,181 "470,474
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Heads.

TAXATION-
Dividend Duty
StaMP Duty ..Land Tax
Income Tax.
Totalisator Tax
Probate Duty .
Licenses

Total........

DRcPAaIMzNTAL-
Land.......
Mining .........
Royal Mint........
Timbert............
Departmen

t
al Fees, etc.

Law Courts..... .
Harbour Dues
commonwealth ..

Total . ..

BoucIESu UqPflT.KINOS-
Harbour Boards
Railways
Tramways
Batteries ..
Avondale, Harvey, and

Yandanoulta Etates.
etc. .............

Water Supply and
Sewerage ..

State Dairy Farm
Refrigerating Works,

etc. ............
Tourist, Cave Houses,

etc. ..........
Electric Works ..
Butter Factories ..

Total . ..

Tsuwxo CoNcEg-
Ferries ..........
Hotels......... ...
Steamships .. ..
State Flub Supply ..
Saw BM.ls1
Shipment of Nor'-West

cattle .. ..
Brickworks .. ..
Qua11rrIeS .. ..
Meat Stalls .. ..
implement Works

Total .

GANeD TOTAL

1914-15. 1 1915-16.

S

98,018
84,398
38,433
so0,048
12,125
40,158
44,288

£

103,586
84,868
47,711
01,630
12,442
44,'284
43,448

105,554 109,482
87,935 80,1
42,431 85388
90,887 98,501
14,776 13,713
40,963 38,710
40,912 39,983

133,062

42,400
40,529
40,325

1019-20. 1920-21. Estimated
1 11021-22.

a

144,748
173,843
46,415

271,388
46,011

121,951
40,243

177,404
57,701

334,520
57,448
42,406
41,020

£

183,0
175,0

6,001
35,00,
57,(0
70,600

151,00,

371,962 407,958 402,537 449,458 620,0($l 844,197 955,338 1,033,00

208,608 522,670 282,223 257,388 300,604 330,740 342,382 350,00,
5605 2348 2057 X921 17,648 24,060 24,108 24,7Z

28,389 29,215 30,818 30,213 30,892 37,318 23,005 17,001
43,'003 35,387 27,379 39,248 26,818 54,010 70,798 75,00,

334,421 395,548 431,6N8 41,3 455,938 .584,934 758,702 85,40:
210 21,217 21,279 2-0,764 10,724 23,497 25,210 240
3602 34.564 37,384 -31,705 32,030 38,7910 40,159 45,50

631 ,287 816,104 594,467 590,239 663,888 598,273 593,834 582,34:

1,450,7 33 1.478,09 1,445,503 1,416,855 1,488,317 1,869,612 1,888,176 1,976,87

115,739 102,234 87,36 85,188 106,287 157,887 163,470 183,001
2,049,762 2.098,304 1,878,434 1,828,853 1,878,783 2,275,428 2,688,811 2,757,601

114,028 118,90 125,714 141,480 184,058 187,709 225,'000 255,009
30,582 70,014 81,200 80,335 57,876 49,087 89,487 &4,101

17,545 28,279 26,875 29,348 19,529 14,805 12,020 14,06i
404,501 414,580 404,737 379,926 371,815 381,583 402,354 895, 351

3,10 2,700 2,92 6,78 3,476 2,844 3,250 3,80

16,868 20,377 30,851 27,542 28,728 32,138 35,735 34,94

10,414 8,033 6,483 8,457 11,070 13,364 14,501
10,007 32,580 47,184 82,972 95,350 108,981

.. . 15,771 19,189 18,717 27,648 35,6s

2,759,913 2,365.348 285702,8t1,059 2,675,130 3,174,087 3,758,689 3,858,531

51,85 8,80

M8511 27,051
101,919 158,187

4,899 10,555

Z:%I 93,417 '137,666 172,343 1,05 187,342 14,701

903,1 238,818I 1'3,417 1768 172,843 173,805 187,342 184,70

1140,725 5,358,978 14,577,007 4,2,35,4 ,65 ~863'501 18,789,5a5 7,05D.911

[ASSE1MBLY,-.

No. 2.]
REVENUE

STATEET OF RECIITPTS mRoM 1914-15 TO 1920-21 AND ESsEKATrS FOR 1921t-22,

[Return
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[Return No. S.J

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITUJRE FROM 1914-15 TO 1920-21. AND ESTIMATE FOR 1921-22.

Ha.1914-15. 1015-16. f1918-17. 1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. 11920-21. V~stinm2t8

Special Acts .. ..

His Exceliency the Governor
Parliamentary and Executive

rCouncil
Premier .. .. ..
Treasury .. .. ..
Audit .. .. ..
Compassionate Allowances-
Government Motor Cars..
Government Savings Bank...
Government Stores ..
Literary and Scientific ..
London Agenlcy
Public Service Comssione,
Taxation .. .. ..
Workers' Hoes .. ..
Miscellaneous and Refunds ...
Mines, Explosives, geological,

etc.
Woods and Forasts ..
Leads and Surveys ..
Land Settlement for Soldiers
Agriculture ..........
Rabbits and Vermln
Stock .. .. ..
AV 'Zlfuo.] Bank ad I.A.

Crown Law and Branches
Education. ............
Office of Colonial Secretary
Aborigines.............
Charities ad State Chidren
Fisheries .. .. ..
Gaol, .. .. ..
Harbour and Light and

Jetties
Lithographic
Lunacy .. .. ..
Medical and Health ..
police .. .. ..
Prlntinj . . .

PulcYorks . .
Uepartment of the North-

West

Totai Departmentsi...

BrsuUMSS UsNxfl~sINGs.
Railways .. .. ..
Tramways......... ...
State Batteries .. ..
Wqtor Supply .. ..
Yandanooka ...........
Rlefrigerating Works, etc.

Tourists - .. ..
Aboriliras Cattle Station..
Electric Works .. ..
state Dairy rarm. ..
Butter Factories.. ..
Trading Concerns,. ..

Total Buslness

Tn8m0l0 Csojess.
.Stow Stearmers .. ..
state Brickworks . ..
State Iiplemnt Works..
State Quarries, . .
State Sawais .. ..
State Hotels .. ..
State Fish Supplies ..
State Meat Stalls. ..
Slslpmneof~for.-Wost CAttle

Less Rebates, etc. .

Total a

1,700,041

1,523
12,101

1,430
9,325
8,81
1,702
%,770

22,087
10,087
11,130
9,748
2,513

12,051
4,934

45,246
59,940

10,458
82,093

6,031
11,372

71,216
312,299
,26,934
10,259
85,787
8,725

21,658
28,198

5,270
50,585

109,602
180.428

42,703
132,780

£ I

1,821,160 11,010,001

I}

1,54012,198

1,328
11,803
8,269
3,002
2,600

21,240
15.368

9,853
7,033
1,766

14,305
4,554

47,784
62.604

8,565
45,565

48,275

30,738

74,527
317,658
30,252

8,449
87,545

4,108
22,295
23,758

5,26250,197
118,808
12089
40,937

80,505

2.094
12,320

1,488
12,567
8,847
8.700
2,368

21,752
13.350
10,597
8,472
1.85 3

17,861
3,558

b 90,208
84,808

10.086
46.280

57,6
0
0

22,341

68,615
.334,132
31,189
9,710

86,575
4,464

20,78526,247

5,742
62,770

131,087
120,60
44,484

107,161

2,012,92 7

1,540
11,597

1,744
11,150

8,948
4,882
1,868

21,515
10,980
10,442

7,871
1,555

18,001
3,112

48,717
60,030

11,220
48,328

54,438

38,394

69,597
353,793
32,297

9,422
88,411

4,726
20,126
27,087

41,718
80,533

129,922
130,508
36,085
93,702

£ 1
2,112,108 12,232,109

1L807
9.520

1,706
9,946

4,187
4,450

22,428
12,172
8.280
8,210
1,192

21,040
3,230

47,338
57,302

10,8V

2,860

62,455

41,130

50,060
366,054

a27,322
12,'447
go,485

8,'277
21,596
19,587

4,885
U4,578

155,873
.132,157

38,216
104,815

1,935
10,111

a 11,540
12,627
10.337
8,425
3,006

20,474
14,810
8,750

10,840
*1,623
25,404
3,515

*75,210
63,957

12,962
59,816
14,432

68,410

52,224

71,760
414,330

27,655
8,134

113,352
8,438

25,791
21,985

80,146
210,88

54,749
118 ,488

2,416,585

2,348
11,350

a 24,044
11,887
11,597

5,460
2,590

30, 470
1 5,580
8,900

3,408
33,872
4,048

77,873
73,551

18,129

90,18211,753

65,883

53,134

87,188
490,180

.37,718
10,423
88,281

7,146
28,884
22,479

97,422
197,640
174,829

18,688
123,988

2701

2,675,871

2,227
11,447

10,492
14,422
'11947
1,219
1,364

32,193
19,271
0,250

11,021
2,698

12,276
4.335

07,830)
70,458

16,344
102,056
14,.300

50,883

81,063

81.198
529,946
38392

0,627
90,428
6,574

28,750
21,980

94, 918
V77,210
t79,881
75,640

1.06,75
2,629

1,387,136 11,389,061 1,470,556 1,440,24 1,486,892 1,808,201 Z,012,320 2,009,833

1,503.317 1,615,813 1,455,870 1,454,650 1,572,107 2,009,23 2,427,075 2,288,200
75,237 81,244 90,571 104,031 107,705 144,028 198,268 '212,145
49,756 71,830 83.387 71,842 59,574 61,552 60,221 03,450

222,701 234,172 248,208 220,112 227,232 245,987 284,495 293,705
20:248 33,022 26,771 8,281 10,041 8,842 4,501 3,000
11,548 15,780 21,364- 19,078 19,099 20,505 24,238 . 27,890
1,481 4,519 3,798 3,708 3,378 1.853 1,461 1,500
8,895 11,057 10,231 8,415 8,476 10,085 13,115 12,7866
5,153 4,426 4.982 5.810 5,219 8,079 11,814 11,563
... ... 8,254 20,486 28,297 43,019 83.083 95,997
3,548 3,152 ,3,141 2,770 3,066 4,664 4,338 3,855

.. .. .. 18,880 20,537 18,820 26,503 34,259
... .. .. ... .. 3446

1,915,884 1,975,724 1,956,544 1,034.415 2,084,729 2,580,383 3,145,173 8,048,389

109,1170 .3959 .....

... 9.92 ... 1,43
142,30 150,875 ... ...

1134 884 ... 1,450 . .. .
4t4 .2182 ... ... .. .. .. ..
2,7 2047 ... ... .. .. .. ..

8,5 472 ... ,20 .. .. ....

84,489 .. .. .. ..

5,:416 I5774,981 5,338,001 5,428.235 5,803,729 8,628,783 7,574,058 ..
784 09297 61,e37 00,056 88,864__95.058 97,767 111,405

5,708,542 1 ,0,0 597t4] 5,328,279 1 5,596.865 1 6,531,725 1.7;9 7,822,08

a Includes transfer from Misei~aneous. b Includes £45,071 for less ons operations Royal Commisiaon,
Control of Trade. c Includes Public Gardes, Registry, Friendly Societies Immnigration, Messengers
Exchange, and Observatory. d Increase in rebates £3,091. . InCiujed under Printing.
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E[Return No. 4. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR YEAR 1920-21.

Net result on Net result err
REVENUE. ExrNprruAE. - Estimate and Year's Tran.

Actual, sections.

Esti- Actual. Inc. Dec. Estimated, Actual. IInc. Dec. Better. IWorse. Surplus.1 Dei-.

Governmental..

Trading Concerns

Special Acts ..

Public, Utilities

Special Acts ..

Totals ..

Not

£

2,706,036

166,542

2,872,578

3,733,826

I3,733,826

f£6,606,404

f£

2,843,534

187,342

£

3,030,876 1 158,298

3,768,689

3,758,689

6,789,565

24,863

183,161

A £C

1,737,239

1,102,773

2,840,012

2,881,749

1',-5

4,165,805

7,005,817

£C

1,914,920

1,087,882

3,002,802

3,144,807

1,328,682

4,473,489

7,416,291

162,790

£

807,684

470,474

£

4,492

£

28,074

£

o'b

282,8211 ... 714,800

287,313 28,074 114,800

£686,726
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[Return No. 4a.]

SUBDIV2ISION OF ESTIMATED GOVERNM1ENTAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR 1921-1922.

f
... ... 529,946

177,210
179,881

28,750
94,918

.. 90,428
.. 9,627

76,289
... ... 1,033,000

Expenditure:
Education .. ..
Medical
Polie .. .. .. ..
Oaols........................ ...
Lunsacy .. .. .. .. ..
Charity .. ..
Aborigines .. ..

Revenue:
Ordinary .. .... ..
Taxation ... .. ..

Deficiency .....

Administrative~
Expendituire.

Premier .. ..
lAnds ..- .
Treasury .. ..
Agriculture............... ...
Works
mines
Foreste.. .
Crown Law.................
Colonial Secretary...........
Nor' -West .. .. .. ..
Industries .. .. .. .. ..

Revenue

Surplus..

General-
Expenditure:

Interest a~nd other special Acts....
Parliament......................

Plus Deficiency on 'Domestic Section..

Revenue--
Surplus from Administration .. ..
Commonwealth Revenue...........
Trading Concerns...............

1 15,545
103,442
156,474
59,883

106,755
67,78
16,344
81 198
63,546

2,629
2,720

.. 1,294,227
.. 11,394

1,305,621
1,471

... --- 541,762

... ... 582,345
184,701

Surplus on Goisermental.

£

1,110,760

1,109,289

£1,471

770,274
1,318,036

£541,762

1,307,092

1,308,808

£1,710
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[Raeur No. 5.I

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED FINANCIAL POSITION FOR YEAR 102 1-22.

REVENU19EXBNDIUURE. NET Rssuvr.

Compared with Compared with
actual Revenue actual Expendi-

for 1920-21. ture for 1920-21.D-
Estimate. EA Etimate. Surplus. ficiency.

I- De- In-. o
crease. sFreo

Governmental .. 3,194,371 .. .. 1,898,428 .. .. .. ..

Special Acts 1 .. .. ., 1294,227 ... . . .

3,194,371 163,495 ... 3,192,655 1189,553 ... 1,716 ..

Public Utiliies 3,856,539 .. ... 3,048,339 .. .. .. ..

... ~1,381,644 .. ..Spee' sets I _. .. ..
3,856,539 97,80 . 4,429,953 1... 43,506 .. '73,444

Total . 7,050,910 261,345 . 7,622,638 1189,853 43,506 1,716 1573,444

NT.... 146,,M7 571,728

[Return No. 6.]

STATEMENT SHOWING SPECIAL EXPENDITURE AND) REDUCED REVENUE NOT
FORESEEN WHEN ESTIMATES WERE PRESENTED, YEAR 1920-1921.

IcesdIncreased Other Ls
Department. Incrae Cost of Special Lofemrk

Srary Coenmo- Expand]- Revenueor Wge. auc. ture.

Civil Service.............60,500
Education...................60.000 1,100 .Cal
Railways.................205,50)0 25,000col

Do............. 43,000 ... .. General supplies.
DoL : "'.. .. 153,000 Strike.

Tramuways.................17000 . . .
Electricity...................2,1001 9,150 ... ... Coal.
Lunacy...................7,006 8,000
Onols................ :....1,50 250
Aborigines.................... ... 500 ... 000
Harbour and Light .. .. 670.6..200Skipping strike.
State Children.............. 200 8,0 . is. increase per day.

Imirto.............. ... ... 1,950 ..-. Increased activity.
Laboer Baurea. 1,710 ... Unemployment.
Hospitals................5,900 3,500O 5.500a ... Increased subsidies.
Homes.....................853 1,750
Health ... ............ ... 200 ... o Pneumonic Influenza.

Do...... ... ....... ... 1,000 .. Venereal Disease:
State Dairy .. .. 265 .. .. ..
Mines.............. ... 1,500 ... Increased subsidy Nine Workers'

t - Relief Fund.
Batteries.............1,000
Folle............. .. 7,600 050 1,400 Increased Travelling Allowance.
Goldflelds Water Supply....... .. 13,000 ... .. 2000 Strikes on Fields.
Metropolitan Water Supply .. 11,000 ... ..

Total.........47,5 9_4,480 18,650 181,000

958



(27 -Si ih;ia 4921.1 -959

[Rteturn No. 7L]

STATEMENT SHOWING ANNUAL SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENCIES OF CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND, ALSO ANNUAL AGGREGATE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS

1900401 to 1920-21.

Annual. Aggregate.

Yea. evm. Ep~mita.Surplus. IDeficiency. Surplus. Deficiency.

Balance 30th
June, 1900 ... ..... ... 12,372

1900-01 ... 3,078,033 3,165,244 8. 7,211 ... 74,839
1901-02 ... 3,688,049 3,490,026 198,023 ... 123,184 ..
1902-3 ... 3,630,238 3,521,763 108,475 ... 231,659 ..
1903-04 ... 3,650,016 3,698,811 .. 148,295 83,364 ..
1904-05 ... 3,615,840 3,746,225 129,885 ... 46,621
1905-06 ... 3,658,939 3,632,318 .. 73,379 ... 119,900
1906-07 ... 3,401,354 3,490,188 88,829 ... 208,729
1907-08 ... 3,376,641 3,879,006 2,365 ... 211,094
1908-09 ... 3,267,014 3,368,551 ... 101,537 ... 312,631
1909-1910 ... 3,657,670 3,447,731 209,939 ... ... 102,692
1910-1911 ... 3,860,439 3,734,448 116,991 .. 13,299..
1911-1912 ... 3,966,678 4,101,082 ... 134,409 ... 121,110
1912-1913 ... 4,596,659 4,787,064 ... 190,405 ... 311,515
1913-1914 ... 5,205,348 5,340,754 ... 135,411 ... 446,926
1914-1915 ... 5,140,725 5,706,541 .. 65, 816 ... 1,012,742
191Z5:1916 ... 5,366,978 5,706,201 ... 348,223 ... 1,360,965
1916-1917 ... 4,577,007 5,276,764 ... 699,757 ... 2,060,722
1917-1918 ... 4,622,686 5,328,279 ... 705,743 ... 2,766,465
1918-1919 ... 4,944,851 5,596,866 ... 652,015 ... 3,418,480
1919-1920 ... 5,863,501 6,531,725 ... 668,225 ... 4,086,705
1920-1921 ... 6,789,565 7,476,291 ... 686,725 .. I ,7,3

(Return No. 8.]

SYNOPSIS OF BALANCE: SHEET AT 30Trn JUNE, 1921, AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

London County Westminster and
Parr's Back .. .. ..

Comnmornwealth Government.. ..
Sinking Fund.. .. .. ..
Treasurer's Advance.. ..
General Loan.F-und.. .. ..
Coveynment of Victoria, . .
Saivngs Back.. .. .. ..
Insurance Companies Act, Deposits..
Trust and Deposit Accounts generally

1919..
£ a. d.

106,215
5.3,934

6,157,257
19,326

227,519
250,000

5,604,059
195.000

2,629,817

0 3
1-11

17 6
7 11
0 3
0 0
2 1
0 0
6 .5

1920. 192t.
I a. d. 9 a. d.

461,200 14 3 1,805,000
... 27,937

.6,846,128 1 5 7,742,692

589,132 12 3 369,1,67 14 8

5,797,619
220,000

3,038,329

4
0
8

8
0

10

5,918,475
245,000

2,457,095

£15,148,128 16 4 £16,952,410 1 5 £18,585,367 17 11

0 10

4 3
0 0

11 6
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(Return No. 8-onUinued.)

Snsrosms oF BxANCE; Snxrr AT 30TH{ JUNE, 1921, AND PREVIOUS Ys~n&-cofiuef.

Cu.
Soldiers' Settlernent-Advanoes by

Commonwealth Government ..
Investments.. .. ..
Stores on hand .. .. ..
Treasurers' Advance, and other Ad-

VRDOBS .. .. .

Cash in hand-
Treasury.. .. .. ..
Wheat Certificates

Insurance Companies Act, Deposits..
General Account .. .. ..
Government Savings Bank Account..
Fixed Deposits with Bank.. ..
Eastern States.. .. .. ..
London ... ... ... .. ..

Remittances and Drafts in tranqitu
Consolidated Revenue Fund..
Deficiency Account .. .. ..
Sundry Debtors, etc... .. ..

1919.
L s. d.

53.934 1 11
12,499,632 10 8

619,893 8 2

7,898
723,349

5,000
191.029
274,835

10,000)
85,369

114,260
2,485

652,014

3,46

1920. 1921.
c a. d. E a. d.

13,510,060

551,762

55,42

164,118s

.-68,591
360,819

10,000
74,199

375,345

668,224
610,827

3,036

4

2

2
2
0

It
2

10
I

14,642,912

792,007

a 524,871

4,507
41,965

351,680
154,770

76,320
10,555

686,725
1,79,051

4
0

5

5
6

7
11

10
2

4
5

E15,143,128 16 4 16,952,410 1 5 £18,.65,367 17 11

a Inoldes 1191,500 temporarily advanced for redemption of Debentures and Treasury Bonds.

[Return No. 9,]

STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH FROM
1909-10 TO 1920-21.

Year.
Payment

per Head,
259.

... ... 703,723a

569,578a

... ... 365,614

382,591

... ... 400,855

... ... 403,772

... ... 398,076

... ... 386,008

... ... 386,779

r. . 391,809

... ... 414,068

... ... 419,448

.£ .. .. 5,222,321

Special
Payment
to W.A.

232,265

222,554

212,751

203,127

193,544

183,974

174,350

164,696

154,937

145,287

1,887,485

interest on
Transferred
Properties

at 31 per cent.

I
Nil

Nil

40,648

30,465

27,358

24,388

24,485

24,485

38,110

29,163

29,268

29,099

297,469

a Surplus Revenue returned.

1909-10

1910-11

191 1-12

1912-13

1913-14

1914-15

1915-16

1916-17

1917- 18

19 18-19

19 19-20

1920-21

Total.

£
703,723

569,578

638,527

635,610

640,964

631,287

616,105

594,467

599,239

585.668

598,273

593,834

7,407,275Totals
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[Return No, 10.)

LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS.

9
Authorisations to 30th June, 1920 ... .. .. . 50,709,173

Do. for 1920-21....................... .. .. 4,691,549

Total Authorisstions .. .. .. .. ..

Flotations-
General Loans.............................. .
Local Debentures......................... .. .
Local Inscribed Stock ... .. .. .. .. ..
Treasury Bills .. .. .. .. ..
Treasury Bonds and Inscribed Stock under Deficiency Acts..
Commonwealth Advances ................

Balance available for Flotation..

Actual Loan lndebtednea-
Gross Debt on 30th June, 1920.......
Flotation during year-

Treasury Bonds................ ....
Local Treasury Bills..........
Local Debentures .... ..
LocaL Inscribed Stock ..... ..
Commonwealth Advances, Soldiers' Settlement

Less Re~mpflone-
Bonds Loans, 1878, 1881-4.. ..
Commonwealth Advances, Soldiers' Settlement ..
Local Debentures ..................... ... ..
Treasury Boads . .... ..

Lord-
Sinking Fund (as on 31st March)

Net Indebted

.. 28,578,253
.. 1,166,413
.. 8,190,063
.. 5,641,940
.. 2,916,415

3,540,980
- 49,934,064

5,366858

46,822,003

80,000
200,570

9,658
108,265

2,039,883

10,300
19,162
84,10

107,090

49,260,379

220,712

49,039,687

.... . ... 7,641,564

ness, 30th June, 1921 ... .. 41,398,103

Debt per head of Population on 30th
do- do.do. do.do. do.do. do.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.

66,300,722

Net Public
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

June,
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

1921
1920
1919
1918
1917
1916
1915
1914
1913

£ s. d.
*124 15 11

119 7 3
116 7 0
118 0 8
110 .5 6
109 19 9
101 12 10
94 4 11
85 17 2

NOrn.-Compared with the previous year, £2'169. ild, of the increase is due to an adjustment in the figuresof the population at the Ceiasus. When further. adjustmen ts are completed, corresponding corrections will be made
for the years 1913.20.
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[Return No. 11.]

LOAN FLOTATIONS, DEBT, AND EXPENDITURE ON 30TH JUNE, 1921.

Actual AculCs
Works arid Services, Flotations. Indebtedness A tua.Cs

on Works. spellt

Railways and Tramaways (including Electric Power Station) 19,854,491
Harhours and Rivers ............................ 4,149,524
Ooidfieids Water Scheme.........................2,903,078
Water Supply Generally .. I. . . 1,589,052
Sewerage..........................1,270,604
Erection of State Batteries and Treatment Plants .. 1307,160
Development of Goldfields............ 1592,135
Development of Agriculture ...................... 4,690,472
Telegraphs........... .... .... ........ 276,721
Roads and Bridges................. . 518,407
Public Buildings............... 877,387
Immigration......................63,314
Workers' Romes2-Worin Capital 553,244
State Hotels ........................ 58,382
State Steamships................... ... 272,448
State Saw Mills............... ..... 208,718
Agricultural Bank.... .............. 1,647,283
State Implement Works .. .. .. . 99,466
South Perth Ferries......................14,397
State Milk Supply.......... ........ .......... 4,50
State Brickyards.......................32,475
State Quarries.....................6,294
State Fish Supply.... ...................... 3,286
Crawley and Dsalkeith Estates, Harvey Estate, Aborigines

Stations, Savoy House, Purchase of Land at Nedlands,
and Purchase of House for Residence of Agent General 123,760

Stores and Stock Suspense Accounts...................14,469
Miscrellaneous. .................................... 73,423
Wyndbam Freezing Works (Working Capital) .. .. 127,766
Fisheries......... ...... ..... 10,402
land Settlement for Soldiers .... 3,205,980

44,648,728

'Redemptions .. .. ..
Cost of Raising........................ ..
Unexpended Balance ... .. .. .. .. .. ..
Commonwealth Advances unallocated..................335,000

L44,983,728

£ £
19,438,917 18,687,505

4,083,231 3,931,854
2,901,818 2,639,824
1,581,223 1,382,047
1,270,597 1,120,682

305,707 297,532
1,567,518 1,523,771
4,642,357 a4,574,698

225,028 269,308
491,753 412,352
869,070 854,199

62,752 b 56,392
553,244 525,500

58,382 61,540
272,448 271,972
208,718 238,764

1,647,283 I1,672,816
99,466 135,771
14,397 12,967
4,590 1 4,496

32,475 I 30,101
6,294 7,410
3,286 3,162

123,760 103,502
114,469 105,000

73,423 71,260
127,766 200,000

3,186,818 3,758:755

43,977,252 43,014,954

671,476
1,599,606

369,168
335,000

44,983,728 44,983,728

a. Includes £721,597, expended at Wyndham Freezing Works. b. An additional amount of
£356,149 was expended upon Agricultural Immigration from Development of Agriculture

RECONCILIATION WITH PUBLIC DEBT (RETURN No. 9).
Z

Indebtedness as above........ ........ ........ 43,977,252
Local Inscribed Stock, issued under Agricultural Bank Act,

for conversion of Mortgage 'Bonds ... ... ...... 1,566,000
Issues under Treasury Bond& Deficiency Act' .. .. 2,916,415
Issues under Insurance Companies Act, 1918 .. .. 245,000
Comamonwealth Advances unallocated .. 335,000

Gross Public Debt .. .. 49,039,667
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(Return No. 12.]
LOAN EXPENDITURE FOR 1920-21 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS.

Undertaking&.

Railways, including Land Resumptions..
Tramwavs-Pertb Electric .....
Electric Power Station .. ..
Fremantle Harbour Works .....
Fremantle Dock and Slip......
Harbours and Rivers generally ..
Sewerage-Perth ad Fremantle......
Water Supply ..

Development of Coldflelds ...
State Smelter, Ravensthorpe
Development of Agriculture
Assistance to Settlers
Immigration ...
Steamships ..
Workers' Homes Working Capital .-

Saw Mills
State Hotels........
Agricultural Bank-Working Capital
Agricultural Implement 'Works ..
Brickyards . .. . .

Ferries ...
State Fish Supply .. ..
Public Buildings
Roads and Bridges ...
Perth Fremantle Road Reinstatement..
Purchase of Plant and Stock (Suspense Ac-

count) .. ..

Fremantle Road and Railway Bridge ..
Sundries .. .. .. - 11
Wyndhain Freezing Works-Working Capital~
Fisheries .

Totals ... ..

1920-21. 1191"-0.

X
145,724
34,419
18,7$3
46,089

72,24-5
19,430

194,172
43,902

11,60,739
31,09
12,024
10,000

3i8863
5,0.56

151,825
39,929

705

24,963
32.121

50,000

7,841

5,870

£E
75,786
27,473
17,890
51,85.5

W.0,322

32,581

b2,060,579
5,458
5A25

14,501

2i,707
118,285
15,772

10,602
14,719

3,089
100,000

5,904

e, ,0 c2,663,3201

154,720 181,3104 240,994 350,855
7,239 3,073 29,445 33,528

25,380 23,500 61,033 63,170
40,345 42,440 49,004 53,104

... ... 14
23,003i 42,485 72,854 55,510

15,167 11,059 47,208
4,636 53,080 65,426 118,275
10,152 10,061 19,829 19,142

78,907
.42,'740 1564,083 169,483 105,727

80,000 478,170 ... 199,890
1,801 1,107 2,35 4,640

409 141,065

214 511
1,793 117 589 10,000

73,94 25,000 93,165 172,335
1,292 4,627

14865 20 .. 547

131 3,1
21,570 17,536 23,350 40,061

4,231 2,473 2,557 6,152
.. 20 839 7,663

79 108 2,482 4622
2,262 1,72 2,676 2,738

100,000 i

1,049,736 ~.1,0154,178 855,183 11,584,642

11912-13. 1 911-12.

520,344 1,080,910
22,909 16,020

149,865 69,648
106,055 00,142

1,201 1,868
58,014 21,80

120,473 140,682
127,6169 191,52
47,263 50,0659
60,000
79,271 150,752

002,110
16,665 56,,218

5,907
97,500 278,000
29,069 120,416

6,540j 17,091
271,612 5.06,638

18,436 43,070
11,507 13,710

5,974 2,000

81,004 44,160
5,026 0,167

21,198 ..

55,000 ..
1,582 ..
5,225 17,052

2,521,608 2,913,010

8,881

I
1,406,002

497,389

77,370
11,330
61,790

160,931
234,184

78,143

1.55,432

03,447
100,000
150,000
43,09t
17,580

259,808

1,121
4,993

38,699
37,818

12,121

3,409,218 12,309,552

C
a Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £283,319. S Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1I,933,340. c Exclusive of LoanSuspense Expenditure, £83,063.

di Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,527,864. e Exclusive of Loan Suspense Expenditure, £80,107.

1,320,309

80,842
69,109
93,572
31,417
92,345

36 2,4006 -

96,805 T

91,707
23,106
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[ Return No. 1&]
PUBLIC DEBT AND SINXING FUNDS.

Loan. Sinking Fund.

Year. Amount. Maturity. Re~~ Accumulation. Rmrs

[NO FuNns.
Inscribe Stock.

998,353 1934

1,500,000
3,500,000
1,100,000
2,500,000

680,000
2,600,000
2,000,000
1,445,000
1,342,000
1,650,000

1,000,001)
6,000,000

140,000

Local Inscribed
556,550
322,470

1,922,305
1,380,540

867,965
78,185

716,708
1,566,000

1899-1915 ...

1896 ..
1897-1900 ...
1897 ..
1896 ..
1900-1902 ...
1902-1905 ...
1907-1908
1909 ..
1910 ..
19,1 ..

1912 ..
1912-1914 ...
1910

1903 ..
1904 ..
1911
1912 ..
1913 ..
1915 ..
1913 ..
1914 ..

1904 ..
1921 ..

1918 ...

1872-1888 ...

Various..

Total Debt

Previous
year's totals

Increase on
year..

1935
1935
1936
1927
1935
1935
1947
1955
1955
1955

1960
1962
1936

Stock.
1923
1924
1926
1932
1934
1935
1933
1964

1924
1924

1927

BALANCE Or DEBT.
14,135,541 1 Various

Accrued
Fund

I

1
1
lj
3
1
1
1

£E a.d.

644,182 4 0

547,477
1,124,814

690,780
2,284,745

168,681
595,173
274,142

74,739
62,998

132,126

34,796
15%,410
26,197

-820,680 17 0

3,606 19 6

Sinking 7,641,563 17 0

.. 6,848,825 11 5

.. 792,738 5 7

Controlled by Crowna Agents.
Stock issued for conversion of
Debentures.

GSR. Purchase.
Cocigardie Water Scheme Loan.

Issued for redemption on
£1,876,000 stock ; balance
taken from Sinking Fund.

Sinking Fund represents pre-
mniums paid on Assurance
Policy for redemption of prin-
cipal amount of 5 per cent.
Stock issued for purchase of
M.S. " Kangaroo."

Issued for redemption of portion
of Debentures matured 1st
January, 1921.

£139,839 was issued for redemp-
tion of Local Inscribed Stock.

Redeemable by Annual Draw-
ings ; Controlled by Crown
Agents.

Consisting of Local Inscribed
Stock (L598,765), Debentures
(E106,603), Inscribed Stock,
London (£1,500,000), Treasury
Bonds (£2,866,415), for which
Sinking Funds have not com-
menced, Treasury Bills
(£5,541,940) which carry no
Sinking Funds, and Comnmon-
wealth Advances (f3,521,818).

a. See note on following page.

Debenfur&
246,100

32,550

697,000

62,400

34,904,126

49,039,667

46,822,003

2,217,664a
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[Return No. 13-continued.]

a Consisting of-
Treasury Bonds ... .. .. .. .. ..
Commonwealth Advances, Soldiers' Settlement
Treasury Bills under Insurance Companies Act, 1918
Treasury Bills generally (Net).........-..
Local Inscribed Stock .. .... ..
L~ocal Debentures .. .. .. .. .. ..

Less
Treasury Bonds, redeemed........
Debentures, London redeemed ..
Commonwealth Advances-

Soldiers Settlement, redeemed..
Local Debentures' . .

f
.. 80,(00
.. 2,039,83
.. 25,000
.. 175,570
.. 108,265

9,658
2,438,376

E
.. 107,090
.. 10,300

.. 19,162

8410 220,712

2,217,664

[Retur n No. 14.)
.SINKING FUND AND INVWESTMENTS.

ANALYSIS op FuNn.

Contributions from Revenue ... ... .. .. .. .. ..
Interest on Investments ... ... .. .. .. .. ..
Discounts on Purchases, and Cash held for redemption of Debentures ...

Less Brokerage and Expenses......... ... ..

Total of Fund ... .. .. .. ..

INVESMENS.

Maturity. Rate. Nominal Value.

£ s. d.
1035 .. ... . .. 3 per cent. . 1,257,771 6 4
1936 .. ... . .. 3 per cent. . 394,952 16 6
1927 .. .. .. .. 3 per cent. . 737,343 15 2
1920-1935 .. . .. 3 per cent. 969,050 14 8

Western Australian -1935 .. .. S.f..3 per cent. 202,060 12 1
Stocks. 1927-1947 .. . .. 3 per cent. 422,478 14 10

1935-1955 3.4.. .. per cent. 871,213 5 5
1940-190 .. .. . 31 per cent. 64,079 6 4
1942-1962 .. .. .. 4 per cent. . 915,763 3 5

11930-1942 .. ... S.. 5 per cent. . 430,655 0 0

Total ... ... £.. .. 6,265,368 14 9

Other-Stocks: Crown Agent's Investments.. .................. 644,107 16 9
National War Bonds, 5 per cent., 1927 ... ;.... ... ... 552,000 0 0
British Government Treasury Bills .... . .... ... n0,000 0 0
War Gratuity Bonds, 51 per cent. .... . .... ... 95,651 10 9
Payments on Assurance Policy towards redemption E140,000 .. ... 20,197 10 0

Cash (Less over investments)...... ... ... ... ... 8,238 4 9

Total Sinking Fund..... .... ......... £ 7,641,563 17 0

E
.. 4,767,698
.. 1,992,124
.. 899,232

7,659,054
.. 17,490

.. 7,641,564
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[Rleturn No. 15.]
SINKING FUND) AND DEFICIT.

Interest and
Yea. Cntrbu- (Ls. Boke- T re Resoutioa.Increase in Deficit

tDni (escloker- fAn. dm tos Sinking n
ti . age ad AcrtoFund. Year.

1911-12 ..
1912-13 ..
1913-14 ..
1914-15 ..
1915-16 ..
1916-17 ..
1917-18
1918-19 ..
1919-20 ..
1920-21

Totals ..

Z
245,274
244,555
250,100
258,792
26.5,457
280,883
-30, 782
319,101
319,692
342,277b

£E2,832,913

£
136,148
153,756
140,558
126,193
206,842
239,445
237,405
257,457
386,628
400,761

2,345,193

I
381,422
398,311
390,658
384,985
472,299
520,328
544,187
576,558
706,320
803,038

5,178,106

E
7,500
7,700
7,900
3,200

12,755
7,600
9,300
8,400

12,200
10,300

91,855

£t
373,922
390,611
382,758
376,785
459,544
5 12,728
534,887
568,158
094,120
792,738

5,086,251

£
134,409
190,404
135,411
565,817
348,223
699,757
.705,743
652,014
668,225
686,725

4,786,728a

a The Actual Deficit on 30th June, 1921, was £4,773,430, the difference being due to a credit balance
of £13,298 at the commencement of the period included in the return. b Includes £.21,375 by
Trading Concerns.

[Rleturn No. 16.]
PUBLIC UTILITIE.

Estimated 1921-22. Balance.,

Itm.Receipts. Payments. Dr. Cr. -

Avondale and Ramvey Estates .. 2,515 1,500 ... 1,015
Bunbuw Hlarbour Board .. 18,000 ... ... 18,000
Fremtantle Harbour Trust .. 167,000 ... ... 167,000
State Batteries ... ... .. 54,100 63,450 9,350..
Albany Cold Stores .. .. 200 264 64..
Aborigines Cattle Station .. 5,650 11,563 6,013..
Dairy Farm (Claremont) ... .. 3,600 3,855 255..
Government Refrigerating Works 5,000 7,450 2,450..
Kalgoorlie-'Abattoirs .. .. 4,744 3,813 ... 931
Metropolitan Abattoirs, etc. . 23,000 15,103 ... 7,807
Perth C ity Markets .. .. 2,000 1,269 ... 731
Yandanooka Estate .. .. 6,000 3,000 ... 3,000
Butter Factories ... .. .. 35,500 34,259 ... 1,241
Tourist Resorts, Caves House, etc. 14,500 12,766 ... 1,734

341,709 158,292 -18,182 201,549

Net Surplus .. .. ... ... ... 183,417

Railways . . .... 2,757,500 2,288,200 ... '469,300

Tramtways . .. .. .. 255,000 212,145 ... 42,855
Metropolitan Water Supply and

Sewerage .. .. .. 194,000 120,481 ... 73,519
Goldfields Water Supply .. 180,850 130,903 ... 49,047
Other Undertakings, Hydraulic .. 20,500 42,321 21,821
Electricity Supply ........ ... 106,980 95,997 ... 10,083

3,514,830 2804721,821 6460 4

Net Surplus .. ... ... ... 624,783

966
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[Return No. 17.]

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEAR 1920-21

Cost. Expenses. Charges. Fund. Oost. avne upu Denll-

Ralas.. .. 18,189,980 2,427,075 718,898 1L40,00W 3,283,473 2.888,011 ... 594,882

Traruways 8. . 54,047 198,284 29,787 5,009* 281,031 225,000 .. 5,031

Electricity .. 458,274 83,088 20,844 2,000- 105,732 05,85 ... 10,382

MetropolitAn Water Supply 2,182,403 111,278 04,813 14,052 188,941 181,378 ... 8,m0

Goidilelds Water Supply. 3,039,232 lSO,898t 99,093 80,041 310,041 195,975 ... 114,586

.Other Hydraulic Under-
takcings .......... 23i,500 42,321 10,027 6,056 57,403 25,003 ... 32,400

All other..... .... .3048,694 162,252 114,584 23.819* 295,835 347,374 51,739 ..

27,783,130 3,145,174 1,055,111 273,571 4,473,85 3,758,U89 31,789 788,008

01 Sinking Fund subject to final adjustment. t Includes Interest on Debentures.'

[Return No. 18.

RETURN RELATING TO RAILWAYS.

1917-18. 1918-19. -1919-20. 1920-21.

Number of miles open...... .... ..... 3,491 miles 3,539 miles 3,539 iles 3,539 niles

Capital Cost of Constructionj Loan ... 18,914,108 17,147,931 17,211 ,977 17,318,344
and Equipment of Lines
open 9 Revenue t. 46,460 848,010 850 ,377 851,036

Working Expense ....s. 1,454,650 1,572,107 2,009,823 2,427,075

Interest Charges .... .. 65S4,059 865,100 690,618 716,398

Total Annual Cost .. 2,108,709 2,237,207 2,700,441 3,143,473

Gross Revenue............1,828,853 1,878,753 2,275,426 2,688,611

Deficiency debited to Consolidated Revenue

being burden on Taxpayers 279,856 358,454 42.5,015 1 454,862

These figure do not include Sinking Fund.
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(Return No. 19. 1

RETURN RELATING TO TRAMWAYS.

1917-18. 1 1918-19. 1919-20. 1 1920-21.

Capital Cost of Construction and f 9 E£E
Equipment...................586,900 592,361 619,874 054,047

Working Expenses .. 104,931 107,705 144,028 198,264

Interest Charges................27,274 27,007 28,223 29,787

Total Anxnual Cost .. 132,205 134,712 172,251 228,031

Gross Revenue .. .. 141,480 134,058 187,709 225,000

Surplus ... ............ 9,275 . 15,458..

Deficiency . . -. .. I ... 664 -3,031

These figures do not include Sinking Fund.

[Return No. 20.]

RETURN RELATING TO ELECTRICITY.

1917-18. 1918-19. 1 1919-20. 1920-21.

Capital Cost of Construction and
Equipment................393,865 419,308 437,362 450,274

Working Expenses .. 20,486 28,297 43,018 83,088

Interest Charges..................17,382 18,726 19,043 20,644

Total Annual Cost .. 37,868 47,023 62,661 103,732

Gross Revenue .. .. 32,580 47,164 62,972 90,50

Surplus .. 141 311

Deficiency .................. 5,288 ... .. 8,882

These figure do not include Sinking Fund.
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[Return No. 21.]

RETURN RELATING TO METROPOLITAN WATER
AND DRAINAGE.

SUPPLY, SEWERAGE,

-1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. 1920-21.

Capital Coat Of CNstucton and
Equipment . .. .. 1,983,03 2,014,762 2,054,913 2,182,403

Working Expenses .. *. 83,440 84,959 95,090 111,278

Interest Charges . .. .. 53,384 56,736 60,514 64613

Sinking Fund .. . r 12,379 12,931 1.3,353 14,052

Total Annual Cost .. 149,203 154,626 168,957 189,941

Gross Revenue...................162,728 150,065 155,996 181,376

Surplus...........................3,52

Deficiency .. . . .I4,561 12,961 8,565

[Return No. 22.]

RETURN RELATING TO'GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY

1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. - 1920-21.

Capital Cost of Construction and
Equipment..................3,005,472 3,005,464 3,013,437 3,039,232

Working Expenses .. 104,920 98,476 118,938 130,898

Interest Charges a ................. 97,611 97,86 97,679 99,098

inig F'und .. ... .. 80,236 80,2W0 80,255 80,645

Total Annual Cost .. 282,707 276,421 294,872 310,641
Gross Revenue................200,170 196,974 180,464 195,975

Deficiency ... ... .. 82,597 799447 114,408 114,666

a Includes Interest on Debenture Capital.
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[Return No. 23.]

RETURN RELATING TO OTHER HYDRAULIC UNDERTAKINGS.

______________________ 1 1917-18. 1918-19. j 1919-20. 1920-21.

Capital Cost of Construction and
Equipment...................186,182 184,413 201,505 208,970

Working Expenses .. .. 31,752 30,005 33,939 42,321
Interest Charges..................,970 8,044 8,416 10,027
Sinking Fund 4,808 4,822 4,798 5,055

Total Annual Cost 44,530 42,871 47,153 57,403
Gross Revenue .... 27,026 24,576 25,126 25,003

Deficiency ... ............ 17,504 18,29.5 22,027 32,400

[Return No. 24.]

RETPURN RELATING TO OTHER PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR 1920-1921.

Capital IWorking I ners Total I GosDefi-
Cost, etc.Exns. Chags coia. Revenue ciency.

Fremantle Harbour Board

Bunbury Harbour -Board

Batteries.............

Estates.........

Aborigines Station

Albany Cool Stores

Govt. Refrigerating
Works

Perth City Markets

Metropolitan Abattoim.

Butter Factories ..

Tourist Resorts . .

Dairy Farm, Claremont:

Kalgoorlie Abattoirs

Total

Net .
Less Estimated hig

on account Sinking
Fund ..

Total Shortage ..

I

2,027,714

420,469

389,513

7,045

25,170

19,920

}51,840
50,909

6,208

19,790

5,436

22,611

I

06,222

0,022

11,814

188

5,756

1,250

13,198

26,503

13,115

4,338

3,241

E

77,241

14,000

13,633

2,389

85

940

}1,000
2,313

4283

891

202

677

X

77,241

14,000

79,855

8,411

12,664

1,128

8,012

26,931

14,006

4,4540

3,917

£

168,470

17,000

69,407

5,881

6,139

430

5,125

23,199

27,548

13,884

3,250

5,014

I

91,229

3,000

I
7,088

617

1,097

f

2,530

0,525

698

920

122

1,290

3,046,694 152,252 114564 2686 347,374 103,031 122,4731 *. 1 -. [ ... *.. £8,55

28,819

E51,739



[Return No. 25.)
RAILWAYS-STATEMENT SHOWING TONNAGE AND Ensnsos ON GOODS CARRIED,

Coal,' Cakec, and Charcoal .. ..
Ores and other Minerals ............
Wool.. .. .. ..
Hlay, Straw, arnd Chair.............
W huat .. .. .. .. ..
Other Grain sad Flour.. .. ..
Pirewood .. .. .. .. ..
Local Timber .. ..
Imported Timber.............. ...
Frult and Garder, Produce .. ..
Fertilisees
AUi other goods . .

Total .. ..

174,584
233,202

8,314
86,442

107,430
69,193

650,384
514,186
15,572
25,847

a
311,235

2,191,090

7.97
10. 85

'29
4-90
2-70

-71

14-20

100.0

202,68
396,340

8,045
111,604
299,143
00,574

677,944
749002
22,733
26,773
73,325

441,771

3,101,918

0583
12-78

-22
3.80
9-64
8.02

21-80
24-15

.73
-88

2-37
14324

100-00

170,613
242,182

31,015
83,245

410,852
183,344
535,282
299,380

942
45,826
81,303

227,385

7-80
10562
1.39
3-02

17-85
7.97

23-26
13-01

-04
1.99
2867
0*88

2,301,809 1 100-00

215,779
281,387

3,089114,6077
228,9095
429,'011
349,076

2,325
5o, 153
79, 457

285,033

8.58
11-18

1:32
4 68

18-50
9.10

17 '05
13-87

-00
1:99)
318l

10-54

2,515,971 1 100 00

1909-1910. 1913-1914. 1918-1019. 1910-1920. 1020-1921.

Class of Goods.
P.entage percentage Peenage lmfg.percentage Porcentago

Earnings, of Earnings. of Earnings. of Erig, of Earnings, of
Total. Total. Total. Total. jTotal.

Coal Moke, ad Charcall . . . . 53,903 5.39 50,373 4-04 53,355 5.12 70,795 5.51 129,815 8.81
Ores and other Minlerals......................39,466 3904 60,218 4:08 48,004 4402 58,690 4-57 87,170 5-78
Wool......... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .. 10,281 1-03 12,058 s80 54,072 5-28 47,475 Go9 41,206 2-74-
flay, Straw, and Chaff...........................53,208 53 68,403 4-78 49,455 4-75 08773 5835 67,047 4-44
WVheat.................................47,06 4 70 138,007 9-93 138,948 13-34 173,055 13-40 168,504 11-05
Other Grain and Flour.......................40,501 4.05 45,420 3-28 75,884 7-28 90,481 7-74 71,807 4-75
Firewood....... . ..................... 03,226 6382 82,208 4-40 156,058 5-38 40,924 3.18 50,272 33
Local Timber................................181,775 18 17 200,204 21-44 125,700 12 00 157,432 13:03 319,60 21-19
Imported Timber ......... E...................13,915 1389 10,910 .78 059 '00 1,103 .00 2,30Z -15
Fruit and Garden Produce......................32,371 3-23 34,253 2-45 48.074 4-61 52,358 407 80,908 4.04
Fertiiisers................................ ... 33,830 2-42 12,601 1-20 19,709 1.53 26,803 1.77
All other goods.................................404,799 46-45 567,282 40-04 378,152 3680 486,609 07-78 485,160 32-10

Total 10008.. .. 01~o-v-i 10000 1,305,911 100 101,4 100 ,8543 000 150,5 100-00

a Figures not avalile.

270,227
347,448

299,483
128, 010

4,547
50,607
87,849

243,659

10-71
13-78

'82
3.99

11-87
5-07

18.85
19 72

.18
2-07
3-48
9.88

100 .'00

t3

03

I
i-s
~0
8*

C
-5
I-



(Return No. 26.)

Railway Revenue .

Railway Mileage .. ..

Wool exported ..

*Wheat prodipfd (bushels) ..

*Ilay produced (tons)

Gold produced .. .. ..

Timber exported ..

Coal produced .. .. ..

Other Minerals (exported) .- ..

tflutber of Sheep.......... .

t~umber of Cattle.........

tNnmber of Horses. ...........

Area of land selected (acres) ..

Area of land leased (Acres) . ..

sArea of land under cultivation..

'Area of land uinder crop (acres)..

Tonnage Shipping, Inwards ..

Tonnage Shipping, Outwards ..

Exports, Including Gold .. ..

Exports, excluding Gold'

Imports . .. .. ..

Savings Bank's Deposits d . ..

Savings flank's withdrawals d ..

Excess of Arrivals over Departures

1Population

2,145

5,602,518

196,182

£6,553,314

£907,702

£114,487

£328,471

4,731,737

793,217

125,815

1.004,780

10,330,873

4,685,807

722,086

2,279,852

2,271,879

£8,576,650

£3,630,560

£6,932,731

1910-1l.

£1,858,914

2,370

£1,047,458

6,897,640

178,891

£8,003,789

£912,800

£104,018

£155,277

6,168,616

825,0)40

134,114

1,022,11

0,114,310

6,309.832

858,024

2,408.803

2,410,078

TRADE, PRODUCTION, POPULATION, ETC.

1911-12. 1912-13. 1013-14. 1914-iS. 1915-161, 1915-17. 1917-18, 1018-1. 1919-20. 1020-21.

£1,896,579 £2,047,823 192,382,022 7 £2,163,700 1:2,250gs $M2004,148 I231.970,833 .£2,012,811 22,483,188 90,015,811

2,598 2,864 2,907 3,832 3,832 8,425 8,491 $,a 3,539 3,39 3,39

£1,008,858 £964,038 £907,38 £817,580 £1,273,183 £1,420,201 £56,810 £1,052,141 £3,087,196 £2,888,119

4,338,004 9,188,504 13,831,3850 2,524,190 18,288,358 16,103,216 9,803,787 8,845,887 11,222,080 12,248,080

299,895 255,751 278,65 156,032 398,172 285,989 287,163 250,014 379,025 288,824

£5,634,004 £5,493,072 £5,478,032 £5,105,782 £4,808,205 £4,881,898 £8,024,197 £3,389,850 c£2,837,932 £2,426,852

£1,001,593 £085,808 £1,142,280 £808,802 £442,014 £810,988 £274,280 £832,980 £48,734 £,187,223

£121,109 £150,184 1163,874 187,575 £,140,388 £182,852 £ 192,248 £210,280 £811,731 £893,424

£180,400 £105,764 £215,819 £150,094 £155,213 £189,124 £ 278,838 £,247,591 £218,057 a41£195,757

6,411,542 4.598,958 4,421,375 4,455,186 4,80,850 5,620,960 8,884,101 7,183,747 8,697,951 5,552,068

84,588 808,294 834,265 868,833 821,048 853,930 027,086 948,847 880,644 849,808

140,277 147,829 158,88 181,825 183,006 189,730 178,161 150,094 174,919 178,554

1,973,5056 1,408,105 99,851 .502,531 808,500 235,840 647,W3 611,135 1,489,84 1,728,488

11,598,445 21,170,037 8,822,488 7,855,084 8,1735064 9,845,518 20,383,357 39,571,708 19,178,1M 20,184,785

5,650,628 6,717,228 7,320,533 7,848,788 8,058,374 7,822,549 7,587,820 7,532,716 7,325,510 a7,575,376,

1,072,653

2,807,156

2,615,952

1,109,991

2,767,278

2,755,500

1,537,223

3,381,304

3,175,282

£8,177,272 £910,441,570 £8,846,039 S10,4t5,096

£13,752,783 £3,100,471 £4,549,126 £5,429,954

1,867,847

2,B66,855

2,704,822

£5352,140

£3,062,278

£8480,855 £9,283,722 £9,589,745 £9,727,473 £8,301,280

2,180,456

2,491,837

2,492,876

2,004,044

2,648,339

2,557,988

£8,040,484 £14,883,027

£4,795,057 £5,552,988

£99,830,000 90,882,210

£2,400,0090 .£3170,545 £8,504,026 £3,718,184 £4,851,872 £3,743,133 £3,640,874 £3,523,851

£2,070,776 £2,867,377 £3,316,118 £3,684,046 £4,800,884 £8,878,854 £3,528,187 £3,471,9

3,487 11,632 9,418 5,652 8,831 8 7,782 8 13,280 b 11,489

271,162 287,826 302,341 311,940 823,052 332,628 814,687 808,680

1,679,772

1,094,000

1,102,205

ba

Co0

1,605,038 1,628,153 a,0,9

2,111,899 2,638,879 a3,211,684

2,121,070 2,872,524 a3,022,161

£,5,807,835 £10,922,675 £18,088,790 afll,811,454

£8,607,335 £3,927,471 £12,819,962 af£10,442,220

£7,817,683 £3,023,990 £12,868,331 a£14,851,051

£8,606,075 £4,415,732 £8,045,930 £6,142,756

£3,649,203 £4,128,161 £6,086,575 £6,223,806

b 2,098 8,183 7,218 736

311,121 323,220 a 334,884 / 881,728

a iann figures, liable to revision.SEURxclui~ve Of preium realised on
* Season ended 28th February, t Year ended 3St December. j As on 30th Jne. 9 Inlding Perth Tramways,

A Excess of departures over arrivals. a Area cropped, cleared, fallowed, ringharked, etc. d Not including Scebool Savings Bank.
export sales. Ijased an Census, 3-4-21. Figures for preceding years will Lu due comase be adjusted by the Census Office In Melbourne.
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BILL-GOLD BUYERS.
In committee

Resumed from 22nd September, Mr. Angelo
in the Chair; the Minister for Mines in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 51-Magistrate may anthorise
samples to be taken.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Progress
was reported on this clause because it was
felt that it might lead to the sampling of
a mine, from which rich pockets of gold had
been taken, but which on sampling might
show no evidence that any such gold had
ever been taken from it. The power given by
this clause is not for the purpose of enabling
the magistrate to arrive at a determination
in connection with the matter, but only for
the purpose of assisting him in certain direc-
tions. This is one of the essential clauses of
the Bill. I told the committee that if the
question were postponed I would obtain the
opinion of the Solicitor General, who has sub-
mitted to me the following minute-

Clause 51. This clause does not affect
the law of evidence, that is to say, the
effect of evidence, or the weight to be
given to it. If in any proceedings it is
alleged that the gold which the defendant
is called upon to account for wvas obtained
fronm some p~articular mining tenement, it
seems to me that it is quite reasonable that
the magistrate should have power to auith-
orise some person to enter upon that min-
ing tenement and make an inspection, and,
if necessary, take samples. The sampling
'nay be a material but wonld not be a de-
terining factor in the case. The value of
the evidence obtained by an inspection
would depend on the circumstances. The
proceedings miust necessarily be before a
resident magistrate, and it appears to me
that a magistrate can be relied upon to
take all the circumstances into considera-
tion. It is true that there is no corres-
ponding provision in the Victorian Act
fromn which this Bill is taken, but in any
proceedings under the Vitra Act eVi-
dence derived from an inspection of the
mining tenement from which the gold ore
is alleged to. have been taken would be ad-
iaisiblo. What is provided for by this

section is, that where it is alleged that the
gold is takon fromi some mining tenement,
in case an impediment is put in the way of
an inspection of that tenement, the magis-
trate may, if he thinks fit, authorise an in-
spe(-tioii to be made; so that the person so
authorised clay enter without being a tres-
passer. The value of the evidence so oh-
tained would, as I have stated, depend on
the circumstances of the ease, and I do not
think there is any risk of the evidence hav-
ing any undue weight in the mind of the
magistrate, and, in any case, should the
mag-istrate go wrong, there is always the
right of appeal.

Such being the ease, I hope the Committee
will agree to pass the clauoe am printed. The

provision can only opergte when a person is
appearing before a magistrate, by which time
a prima facie case must have been made out
-and generally a prima facie case has been
made out on pretty strong grounds. The
magistrate should have power to authorise
the inspection and sam~pling of a mine in eon-
niection with any gold stealing charge brought
before him.

Ioan. P. COLLIER: I fear that the
Solicitor General's minute does not assist us
very much. In fact, I am more inclined to
oppose the clause now than when it was un-
der discussion last week, prior to the Solicitor
General's views being placed before the Com-
mittee. I should very mruch like to have a
copy of the Solicitor General's minute. After
all, some of the points raised by him deal
with questions of policy, which really do not
come within the purview of a public officer at
nil. Others, relating to the law of evidence,
really have no application. So far as I have
been able to follow the opinion just read by
the Minister, it has no bearing what-
ever on the question, except to bring
home to us the fact that a similar
provision to this is not found in the
Victorian Act. This provision wvas, I
think, first recommended by the Royal Coin-
mission of 1906 or 1907. The Minister says
that there is not much danger, because, after
all, the magistrate must be satisfied that a
prima facie cawe hase been made out. That
means a prima fadie case in the minds of
the police officials, or of those who are con-
cerned with the administration of this mea-
sure.

The Minister for Mines: In the mind of
the magistrate.

Hion. P. COLLIER: The clause does not
say so. The clause leaves it quite optional
on the part of the magistrate to order an ex-
animnation at any tinme, even at a stage in the
proceedings when there may not have been
any evidence whatever presented for the
prosecuition, when a prima facie case cannot
have been made out. The 'Minister of course
assumes that the magistrate, in the exercise
of his judgment, would not order such an ex-
amnination until, at any rate to his mind, a
prinia facie caue had been made out.

The Minister for Mines: Unless there was
suspicion surrounding the conduct of the per-
son owning the mine.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not alter
the fact that the magistrate may order an
examination at any time. Moreover, nothing
expressed in the document rend by the Min-
ister alters the fact that the result of such a
sampling would be the determining factor in
the mind of the magistrate. The Solicitor
General, of course, assumes that the magistrate
will take into consideration all the facts and
all the evidence in the case; but that is
merely an expression of opinion by the Solici-
tor General, and is not worth more than an
expression of opinion by any other citizen.
There is no warrant for assuming that the
magistrate would not be almost entirely
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guided by the result of the sampling
and examination, in arriving at his de-
cision. Having ordered the sampling and
examination, he would feel more or less
bound to accept the results. I do not think
the Committee would be justified in passing
the clause. If Victoria has been able to get
along without it, Western Australia should
be able to get on without it. Parliament
should be very careful before passing le,;is-
lation which may result in an innocent per-
son being lodged in gaol.

Mr. ('HESSON: I am entirely opposed to
the clause, which I do not think represents
any assistance to the magistrate. The result
of a lire assay is pure gold, and therefore no
comparison would be of value. One could
take stone from various parts of the State
and bring it to the Murehison or the Kal-
goorlie field, and any comparison. that might
be attempted would yield very little in the
way of results. I have known 70 or 80
ounces of gold to be got in specimens during
a single week, and 30 or 40 ounces more dur-
ing the next week, and then no more gold to
be obtained for 12 months on end. The talk-
ing of an assay of a mine would not be
likely to assist the magistrate, but would be
likely to result in the conviction of an inno-
cent person. I shall vote against the clause.

Mr. MUNSTE: I am sorry I was absent
when the Minister spoke on the clause, but
T have read the Solicitor General 'a comments
on it. The Solicitor General does not give an
interpretation of the clause at all. Like the
Lender of the Opposition, I fail to see that
if a magistrate orders the sampling of a
mine, that sampling is not going to be the
deciding factor. If it was not going to he
the deciding factor, the magistrate would not
order it. The position would be that on the
evidence adduced before him the magistrate
could not make up his mind, whereupon he
would say, ' 'We will have the mine sampled.''
Then, if the sampling did not satisfy him
that the gold in question came from the mine,
he would conviet. The clause now seems to
me far wverse than it appeared last week, es
pecially when read in conjunction with Clause
35. There is no time limit imposed. A man
might be called upon to prove where he oh-
tained certain gold, 12 months after selling
it, and then the magistrate, at that late staZe,
could order a sampling. What does the Min-
ister really want the clause for, or what do
the people responsible for the drafting of the
Bill really want it for? If, as was suggestel
by the mnember for Perth, the object oas to
decide whether there was telluride in the
mine, it would he a different thing altogether.
But this clause does not refer specially to
telluride: it simply refers to ''gold.'' The
gold-mining districts of this State are very
patchy-v a man might aet 500 ounces from
a pocket, and then get no more gold out of
the mine. Certainly a magistrate should not
convict on the result of a saninling.

The MINISTER FOR 2IINES: I (10 not
accept the same view of the clause as that
advanced by the L-- Ir- of the Opposition,

the member for Cue, and the member for
flannans, because the other clauses of the
Bill set out the real conditions under which
gold may be treated, sold, and bought. This
e-ause only deals with a case when it comes
before a magistrate. It is quite as likely aw
, ot that the clause will operate in the in-
terests of a defendant who may ask for an
official inspection to be made in order to
I rove his assertion that exactly similar gold
matter or ore would be found in his mine
as that in respect of which he is charged be-
,ore the court. The clause might operate to
secure the dismissal of the defendant quite
as much as it might operate to secure his
conviction. If this provision is not made in
the Bill, there will be no method provided
enirowering the magistrate to have an official
inspection of a mine made. If the police
wnised the contention that an inspection of
a mine would prove that no such gold as that
concerned in a ease would be found there, it
would be impossible to make such an inspec-
tion. Such a provision as that embodied in
the clause exists in other cases of a more
serious nature. In cases where it is a matte?
o, life and death, courts have been known to
adjourn in order to inspect a particular site
to see whether it coincided with the evidence
before the court, thus assisting the court to
arrive at a determination. If such a provi-
sion can apply in the case of life and death,
it is not too much to ask that in the interests
rerhaps of the def endant himself, power should
he given to the magistrate to order a mine
ti be inspected. As I have already pointed
out, and asi the Solicitor General points out,
the inspection and sampling of a mine is not
the determining factor.

AMr. Munsie: It is not only gold matter
t' at this refers to; it may be fine gold.

The MINISTER FOR]MINES: Gold taken
from different classes of stone gives different
resvlts.

Mr. Chesson: Not by lire assay.
The MINISTER FOR MTINES: Yes, it

can. Three sovereigns minted at Mfelhourne,
Sydney and Perth, although containing the
samne gold] contents and the same alloys, will
stow a marked difference in appearance. So
it is with other gold samples. If the police
mrade a raid on a smelting works, and took
c-old matter from them, and if the owner
said it was taken from a telluride lode or a
sphide zone, whereas the owner had a claim
in an oxidisedl zone, surely it is right to have
the power provided for the magistrate to
order an inspection of the mine and see if
the gold could have been obtained from the
particular mine.

Mr. Chesson: It should not be necessary to
sample a mine if you knew the level from
which the ore was taken.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If he
knew the level, the magistrate might not re-
i'iie to have the inspevtion made, but the
defendant may put forward some such plea.
This clause will not provide the determining
factor in connection with cases. It may not
be raised in one out of 50 eases brought be-
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f ore the court. I agree with the Solicitor
General's opinion that an appeal would lie
against a conviction if this clause were made
the determining factor.

Rfon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no analogy
between the question of life and death re-
ferred to by the Minister and eases such as
are under discussion. It is quite possible
that gold taken from a mine can be sold to
a gold buyer and a subsequent investigation
show that there is no more gold in that mine.
That fact would raise suspicion in the minds
of officers and would influence the court ac-
cordingly. Under this clause, there is a pos,
sibility of an innocent person being sent to
gaol. I do not agree with the view put for-
ward by the Solicitor General and I think
that in nine cases out of ten, the fact that
the sampling of a mine showed that there
was no more gold of the description in ques-
tion, would result in the man going
to gaol. This Dill has been drafted for the
Kalgoorlie district, and it may be applicable
to mines in that district because they are
very similar. To apply the clause to West-
ern Australia generally, will be dangerous.
We are not justified in passing laws which
may result in making criminals. There is
that possibility under this clause.

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for North-
East Premantle suggests that the object of
this clause is to make criminals. The object
of a magistrate will be to obtain all the evi-
dence possible and he will be just as anxious
to release a man in accordance with the facts
as to find him guilty.

Hon. W.. C. Angwin: That does not apply
in this ease. It is possible that all the gold
in the mine may be before the magistrate.

Mr. SAMPSON: This gold, which it is
suggested is the determining factor, can be
identified to some extent.

Mr. Chesson: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. SAMPSON: Gold varies, and that
being so, the magistrate should be provided
with powers to have a mine inspected and so
secure all the facts possible in the ease.
When that is done, the magistrate can give
his decision in accordance with the facts.
The clause is equally to the advantage of the
accused person as to those who bring a charge
against him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the argumenits of
the member for Swan are those adduced by
Mr. Bloxsome when he had this Dill before
the executive of the Primary Producers' -As-
sociation, I can understand how it happens
that the only member present who was
at that meeting can be induced to
support the Dill in its entirety with-
out understanding it. Seeing that the
lion, member has expressed these views
and was present at the meeting of the execu-
tive, I am justified in concluding that he has
put forward the arguments of Mr. Dloxsome
in support of this particular clause.

Mr. Sampson: These are self-evident facts.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They are self-evident

facts that the hon. member does not under-
stand the A.B.C. of the subject.

Mr. Sampson: But it is in accordance with
the law of evidence.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This has nothing to
do with that law. The hon. member cannot
camouflage in that way. There is nothing
self-evident about it except that the member
for Swan does not grasp the position at all.

Mr. Sampson: The point has been stressed
time after time that the magistrate is anxious
to find the defendant guilty.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is not so. Let us
assume that the magistrate is anxious to do
justice in a case coming before him.

Mr. Sampson: If you admit that, you should
vote for the clause.

Hion, P. COLLIER: Not at all. If we put
an instrument in the hands of a magistrate,
practically compelling him to adopt a certain
course of action, which may affect the course
of his judgment-

Mr. Sampson: Not necesarily.
Hon. P. COLLIER: But quite possbly and

quite probably.
Mr. Sampson: That contention is not rea-

sonable.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is very reasonable.

lion. P. COLLIER: It is the very thing
that will occur in these circumstances. It is
very hard to deal with these cases of gold
stealing and to determine whether the defen-
dant is guilty or innocent. The dafendant
would be called upon to say where he obtained
the gold matter or gold. He would say he
obtained it from a certain mine1 and the
magistrate would immediately fall back on
Clause 51 and say-, "'I will have samples
taken of the mine." And the result of the
sampling might he misleading in the extreme,
for a rich pocket may be taken out of a mine,
leaving no trace of gold in the immediate
vicinity of the pocket.

Mr. Sampson: Clause 51 might save him.
Hon, P. COLLIER:- Of course it might.

The Minister himself has swung round and
declared that the clause was designed in the
interests of the defendant. A man charged
with an offence under this measure, and
knowing that there is in his mine evidence of
his probity, has only to send a reputable
assayer into the mine and afterwards put him
into the witness box.

The Minister for Mines: The court might
not take much notice of that evidence.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why not? At all
events, the Chamber of Mines conceived this
clause and placed it in the hands of Mr. Dlox-
some, who put it before the Primary Pro-
ducer's Association purely in the interests of
the defendants. Unfortunately it is likely to
operate in the opposite direction. We have
been told that the Bill was introduced chiefly
because it ws recommended by successive
Premier'st Conferences. But I venture to say

975



976 (ASSEMBLY-]

that not any of those conferences contemn-
plated such a clause as this. What they re-
commended wras legislation on the lines of the
Victorian Act.

The Minister for Mines: But thne conditions
vary. They have no tellurides over there.

Ron. P. COLLIER: If the Minister will in-
sett in the clause a provision that it sbial
apply only when the question of tellurides is
raised, I will consider it. To say that the
clause is merely to enable the court to d1ecide
whether telluride exists in a, mine, is to prac-
tise a little subterfuge. The clause is capable
of an immensely wider application than that,
capable of' application in districts where
telluridle has never been seen, WM the Min-
ister have an amendment drafted confining
the operations of the clause to cnses concern-
ig telluride? In all1 the wide range of
our legislation there is nothing so drastic
as this miessure. Because of this, suc-
cessive Governments have hesitated to intro-
duce such a Bill, notwithstanding that
it has been asked for by the Chamber of
Mines for the past 14 or 15 years. We should
not lightly imperil the liberty of any citizen.
I suggest that progress be reported in order
to permit of Mr. Blossoone being again con-
sulted,

The Minister for Mines: I do not see
what you can gain. by reporting progress.
Knock it out to-night, if that is what you
wish to do.

Hen. P. COLLIER: I am not sanguine of
my chance. When the budget speech was
over, a number of members went home, think-
ing that no important business would be con-
sidered.

The Minister for Mines: We suffered more
than you in that respect.

lion. P. COLLIER: I suffered as much as
anyone, because I heard the speech right
through.

The Minister for Mines: I meant that we
suffered mare than you through our members
going home.

Mr. MIJNSIE:- Will the Minister explain
the position of a man working an oxidised
quartz reef in which he discovers a patch of
50ozns. of gold, dollies it and brings it in for
sale. The police, on finding out that he had
lodged the gold, could immediately impound
it and lay a charge against him: The magis-
trate might order the mine to be sampled,
and it would be possible for an essayer to
sample ail -round and not get a trace of gold.
In that case an innocent man might easily be
convicted. What right have we to empower
the magistrate to order the sampling of any
honest man's mine. If the 'Minister wishes
to retain the clause let him amiend it to state
exactly what he desires. Under this clause
every man who goes out into the bush and is
successful in striking a rich patch is liable
to be accused. It goes much too far.

[Mr. Stubbs took the Chair.] -

-Mr. (2HESSQN: I move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:-
Ayes
Noes

-. - . - 13
is1

-. 5Majority against

M r. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy,
Mr. Heron
Mr. Marsh all

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr, Carter
Mr. Denton
Mr. Purack
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Lathamn
Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mann

Ayes.
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Mlunsie
Mr. Simons
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Wilson
Mr. O'Loghien

(Talfler.)

HlOS.
Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Money
Mr. Pickeringf
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. CRESSON: I take it the clause will
come into operation when a, person is asked
to account for being in possession of certain
gold. If the police areo not satisfied with his
state ment that the gold came from his mine,
the matter will be referred to the magistrate
who may order the mine to be sampled.
When the mine is sampled, it may fail to
reveal any ore of suifficient richness to sub-
stntiate the claim made by the person in
question, whereas in actual fact the state-
ment may have been a perfectly true one.
The clause will not be of much assistance to
any accused person, and may in fact cast
suspicion upon him. It is impossible for
anyone, by sampling the mine, to say con-
clusively that the gold did not come from it.
I shall, therefore, vote against the clause.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know that the Leader of the Opposition
meant what he said when he suggested I was
using a subterfuge by way of an argument to
bolster up the clause. That is not the case.
The clause has a definite purpose of which
no argumnent can rob it. There have been
nmnny occasions when a clause such as this
would have been of great use. In Coolgar-
die recently' a defendant objeetnd to the
persons inspecting his mine on the ground
that they were prejudiced through being
employed by the Chamber of Mines.
lHe wanted a special inspection made,
which, under this clause could have
been arranged by the magistrate. Do
we not freqnently hear complaints of the
law as to illegal coinage9 And is it not
true that but for that law the poorer classes
of the community would be made to suffer?
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One essential precaution of legal procedure
is to allow the court to adopt every means
of proving whether an accused person is
innocent or guilty. The alleged instances
of 500 ounces of gold being found in a little
pocket or a small vein do not occur.

Mr. Munsie, They do.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I chal-

lenge the member for Bananas to adduce one
instance of a man who was genuinely work-
ing a mine being brought before the court on
a charge of illicit dealing in gold; it has
always been a man with a mine and a treat-
ment plant. Suspicion fastens on a man who
is working a long abandoned lease and at the
same time largely buying gold.

Mr. Munsie: I do not want to protect
such a man at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is doing that, however, by opposing
this clause, let us provide an. opportunity
for sampling the show of such a man. The
police are not roaming about the couitry
looking for opportunities to bring charges
of illicit dealing in gold. Moreover, a magis-
trate will not order a sampling unless a
prima facie case has first been made out. Our
magistrates are not simpletons; they will
want to know all about the grounds which
the police have for suspecting a particular
man. Indeed, the magiatfate would not be
likely to order an examination unless the
accused claimed that the gold had been
obtained front a certain show.

Mr. Corboy: Insert in the clause that a
prima facie case must be made out before a
sampling can be ordered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
prepared to accept that suggestion, so that
there will not be even the possibility of the
police coming into court and simply saying,
''We want your worship to order an examine-
tion of John Jones's mine."

Mr. Mann: When the magistrate has made
up his mind that a prima facie case has been
made out, he ha*. to a certain extent made
up his mind against the accused, because this
is summary jurisdiction.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
clause means that something must be shown
to the magistrate which warrants an exami-
nation of the mine. While there may he a
possibility of some innocent person being
convicted under this clause, that possibility
is so remote that we should be acting fool-
ishly in allowing 50 guilty persons to escape
on that account. I believe that the provision
it, itself would suffleo to stop a good many of
these ramps that have been and are going on.
Thus it will be the means of preventing
Many innocent persons from suffering.
It is not always the members of the Cham-
ber of Mines who are the sufferers. The
member for Hannans is anxious about em-
ployment in the mines. The Horseshoe
dump is said to contain from three million
to five million pounds worth of gold. If
the company started treating the dump it
would provide a considerable amount of
employment, but if thieves commenced

stealing gold and made the work unpayable,
the company would close down, with the
result that hundreds of men would be
thrown out of employment. In that case
it would not be the thief who would suffer,
but the hundreds of men who were thrown
out of employment. It is possible that we
may close down mines through not safe-
guarding the position regarding those who
steal gold. It is necessary to protect the
mines, otherwise we may throw men out of
employment, and, for that reason, it is
necessary that we should take some little
risk in the matter. If it is found that the
operation of the clause has the effect of
putting innocent men in gaol, Parliament
will not be slow to act. This clause is one
of the essential features of the Bill and it
will do more to stop the operations of men
who thieve goldI tha 'n to catch them. It is
time that we closed down a lot of the
ramps that have been operating.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am sorry the Min-
ister has taken up the attitude that he must
get the clause through to-night.

The Minister for Mines: We have had it
before the House previously and postponed
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill is an exten-
sive one containing very important provi-
sions, yet it passed the second reading and
Committee stages in one sitting. This
clause, which is drastic and far reaching,
was postponed in order that the Minister
might have an opportunity of going into
it further.

The Minister for Mines: And to get the
opinion of the Solicitor General.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, and also
to see if it was possible to amend it to meet
the views of those opposed to it. I consider
it can be amended or modified. I do not
take up the attitude that there is nothing
in this clause that is not warranted. Some
provision of this kind is necessary, but it
can he modified. I have not had an oppor-
tunity of preparing any such amendment
because I was not aware of the attitude the
Minister intended to adopt, until we reached
the clause to-night. I honestly believed the
Minister would be able to say that, after
consultation with the Solicitor General, he
was able to amend the clause to meet the
objections raised. . I amt sorry he has
announced his determination to stand by
the clause. It is not possible to frame an
amendment at this hour. The Minister has
attempted to justify the clause by reading
into it something which it does not contain.
The Minister has ondeavoured to state pre-
cisely what attitude every Magistrate will
adopt when an accused person appears be-
fore him. The Minister has no warrant
whatever for assuring the Committee of
any atttue which may be adopted by any
amaittated We are jsied in saying thatany t maitratewl take the extreme, powers
conferred upon hima bty a clause. The Min-
ister does not know what a magistrate will
do.
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The Minister for Mines: I know there are
things a magistrate cannot do, otherwise
his decision will be upset on appeal.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We all know that.
A magistrate, however, can do anything he
is empowered under tbe clause to do. The
clause is specific and definite, but the Min-
ister has tried to tone it down by assuming
that the magistrate will not do this and will
not do that. The Minister has no warrant
for any such attitude. The Committee is
wise in assuming that a magistrate will
adopt the most extreme limit of the powers
conferred upon him. Although it may not
happen in one ease in a thousand, still that
possibility is always there. It is begging
the question to say that the magistrate
would not do this or would not do that. It
is practically impossible at this hour of the
night to draft a satisfactory amendment.
To submit the whole broad question to the
court is conferring too much power alto-
gether. The case put up to-night has been
insincere, because those who support it are
not prepared to agree to a postponement to
allow of the drafting of an amendment.
No effective reply has been advanced to
the case submitted in regard to the possi-
bility of an innocent man being convicted.

Mr. 3. Thomson: No innocent man has
yet been convicted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How can the boa.
member say that? Only the Creator could
say such a thing. Innocent men have been
hanged. The attitude of the hon. member
is that if the court says a man is guilty hie
must be guilty. Take the case of Me-
Cahon 's Great Hope mine with its wonder-
ful crushing reported in this morning's
paper. Nobody would be surprised if after
that crushing the values were to fall.

The Minister for Mines: If we postpone
the clause will you see the Solicitor General
and get your proposed amendment drafted?

Ron. P. COLLIER: I will. We must have
in the Bill sonme power dealing with the
examination of mines, but the clause as
printed is altogether too sweeping. I will
endeavour to have a satisfactory amend-
ment drawn.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.7 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers

QIJESTION-WONNERUP TUART -MILL.
Hon. F. E, S. WILLMOTT asked the Min-

ister for Education: 1. When was% the Forests
Department tuart mill at Worncrup con-
lllnclld9 2, WThein was it finished? 3, What
is the present output? 4, What is the total
output to date? .5, What is the total expen-
diture in connection with the mill to date? 6,
What is the cost per load on trucks of sawn
timber? 7, Who authorised the expenditure0

The CNISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1,1set May, 1920. 2, 11th June, 1921, but
owing to difliculty in obtaining a manager,
did not start cutting until 23rd August, 1921.
3, Five loads per day. 4, With the exception
of two trucks of tuart, only jarrah timber
for constructing mill cottages has been cut.
5, £ 10,295 to 31 st August, 1921. This includes
cost of traveling to railway siding, and all
mill and bush equipment. 6, A full month's
figures not yet available. 7, The establish-
ment of the mill was approved by Parliament
under Working Plan No. 2.

BILL-ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the As-
sembly with amendments.

RESOLTITION-FSD)ERATION' MND THE;
STATE.

Select Commnittee appointed.

On motion by the Minister for Educatin
(Roll H. P. Colebatch) resolved: That the
Legislative Council be represented on the
joint select committee by five members, the
Hong. J. Ewing, A. Sanderson, H. Stewart.
A. H. Penton, and J. W. Klrwsa

MOTION-ELECTRICITY, GENERATION
AND DISTRIBUTION.

To Inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 6th September
on the following motion by Hon. 3. Ewing.

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should appoint a Royal Coin.
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